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New York State Ornithological Association, Inc. 
July 14, 2012 Board Meeting Minutes 

Nuthatch Hollow, Vestal, NY 
 
The Board of Directors of the New York State Ornithological Association, Inc. (NYSOA) met at 
Nuthatch Hollow in Vestal on July 14, 2012.  The meeting was called to order by President Gail Kirch at 
9:45 a.m. 
 
Present were, Mike DeSha, Gail Kirch, Andy Mason, Carena Pooth, and Kathy Schneider.  Tim 
Baird, Barbara Butler, Joan Collins, Berna Lincoln, Shai Mitra, and Bob Spahn attended via 
teleconference. 
 
Summary of Action Items: 

 Approved April 21, 2012 Board Meeting minutes with changes. (Item 1) 
 Approved a $250 grant to the Rochester Birding Association to help High Acres Nature Area. (Item 6) 

 
1. Approval of Minutes – Kathy Schneider made a motion to accept the April 21, 2012 meeting minutes 

with changes.  Mike DeSha seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
2. President’s Report – Gail Kirch gave the report.  Carena Pooth sent a resignation letter effective 

Sept. 28th after reaching the bylaws limit of 8 continuous years of service on the board.  Gail wrote a 
thank you note to a member that renewed at the Kingbird level. 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report – Andy Mason gave the Treasurer’s Report.  Andy presented the Balance Sheet, 

General Operating Fund Activity, and Fund Balances through June 30, 2012.  Berna Lincoln asked 
that the note indicating one issue of The Kingbird and New York Birders be changed to two issues in 
the General Operating Fund Activity document.  Andy will change the report. 

 
4. Annual Meeting:  Gail Kirch gave the report.  Annual Meeting details will be published in the July 

issue of New York Birders.  There will be three morning field trips: one on photography with a limit 
of 12 participants led by Victor Lamoureux, another at Wildwood Nature Center, and the third at Oak 
Creek Corners led by Bill Ostrander and Marty Borko.  Lunch is from noon to 12:45 pm.  Kevin 
McGowan will speak from 12:45 to 1:15.  The business meeting will begin at 1:15 p.m.  There is no 
registration fee.  Rooms at the Treadway Inn are available at the corporate rate of $94.  

 
5. Committee Reports 
 

Archives – Linda Benedict had a brief written report. 
 
Awards – Gail Kirch gave the report.  The John J. Elliott Award Committee was unanimous in 
selecting Mark Manske for his article, “American Kestrel Nest Box Management Program in Northern 
New York State”. 
 

 Bylaws – Bob Spahn had no report. 
 
 Conservation – Andy Mason gave the report.  The committee (Andy, Joan Collins, John Confer, and 

Gerry Smith) met with the DEC via conference call.  A lot of time was spent on Double-crested 
Cormorant control.  The committee made an argument against the new approach of the DEC that lets 
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private citizens harass cormorants.  The DEC did not acknowledge the committee’s arguments against 
control and harassment, and stood firm. 

 
 The committee also discussed concerns regarding the DEC Spruce Grouse plan.  The DEC plans to 

proceed with the plan even though it was based on Vermont’s Spruce Grouse recovery plan, which 
failed. 

 
 John Confer, Andy Mason, and Gerry Smith combined comments on behalf of NYSOA on the 

Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan/Environmental 
Assessment.  Some of the positive parts of the plan include expanded boundaries and the marshland 
left unchanged.  Negatives included:  (a) the plan for the forest was at the expense of grasslands and 
(b) the Wild Turkey hunt expansion will impact users who are there to observe wildlife. The comment 
period was too short to include our clubs.  The committee did a lot of work in a short period of time to 
write comments. 

 
 eBird – Bob Spahn gave the report.  He is still trying to set up a meeting with Chris Wood.  A 

discussion regarding filters was held again. 
 
 Finance – Berna Lincoln had no report. 
  
 Marketing/Publicity/Field Trips – Kathy Schneider gave the report.  Seventeen people took part in 

the field trip up Whiteface Mountain and were successful in observing a Bicknell’s Thrush.  Kathy 
wrote up the procedures for holding a presentation/field trip for the Organizational Handbook. 

 

 Membership – Berna Lincoln gave the report that Barbara Butler prepared.  There are 531 individual 
members (27 are due to renew this month – July).  She removed members from the database who did 
not renew for 2012 (67 were dropped).  Berna asked that the July renewal members pay for 1.5 years 
so they can get on the January - December renewal schedule.  Most are complying.  Seven clubs have 
not yet renewed.  Berna asked for assistance from board members with contacting clubs that did not 
yet renew. 

 

 Nominating Committee – Joan Collins gave the report.    The slate includes: Officers nominated to 
one-year terms: Gail Kirch, President, Kathryn Schneider, Vice President, Janet Allison, Recording 
Secretary, and Andy Mason, Treasurer; Directors nominated to one-year terms: Seth Ausubel and 
Mary Beth Warburton; and Directors nominated to two-year terms: Joan Collins, Mike DeSha, Kevin 
Griffith, Shai Mitra, and Bill Ostrander.   

 
 NYSARC – Angus Wilson had no report.  Shai Mitra reported the 2010 NYSARC report would be in 

the next issue of The Kingbird (June).  The new secretary is Gary Chapin who replaced Jeanne Skelly.  
Jeanne will continue to do archiving and some long term projects.  Angus would like approval to buy 
Adobe Acrobat for Gary Chapin.  The software can be purchased for ~$45.  This money can be taken 
out of the NYSARC budget ($200). 

 
 NYS Young Birders Club– Carena Pooth gave the report.  She provided a written report.  NYSYBC 

again had two teams in the World Series of Birding.  Everyone had a great time and they raised more 
than $2200.  The May field trip to Fort Drum led by Jeff Bolsinger was a success with highlights that 
included Short-eared Owl at Fort Drum and Black Tern at Perch River.  The June trip is in Dutchess 
County.  Shai Mitra will lead the July trip at Cupsogue.  August and October trips are planned.  
Carena created new 4x6 publicity cards and had 2500 cards printed for $199.  Membership includes: 
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32 youth, 21 adult, and 17 partner organizations.  Half of the youth members are under 15.  The club 
is in good financial shape.  Scholarship applications are due by September 1 and money will be 
awarded in September.   

 

 Organization Handbook – Mike DeSha gave the report.  Shai Mitra sent a complete draft of The 
Kingbird responsibilities and Kathy Schneider sent info on field trips.  Gail Kirch proposed adding a 
responsibility to the president’s list requiring that every outgoing President line up the next year’s 
Annual Meeting club host. 

 
 Publications – Tim Baird gave the report.  Tim will send out the July issue of New York Birders 

soon.  NYSOA still needs a replacement for Tim as Editor. 
 
 Shai Mitra reported on The Kingbird.  He is changing the NYSARC secretary and Waterfowl Count 

names on the inside cover for the September issue.  He wrote out the duties of The Kingbird Editor 
for the Organizational Handbook.  As a result, Shai realized his job is actually two jobs, and NYSOA 
could use a production manager to get The Kingbird through the printing production process.  The 
production manager would interface with the membership and circulation managers to obtain accurate 
mailing lists, and coordinate all activities with the printer.  If we had someone to do this, Shai could 
focus solely on putting together The Kingbird content.  As far as we know, there have been no 
printing problems with the March issue of The Kingbird.  The printer’s software changes the zip 
codes, and there are usually a few mistakes with non-existent zip codes with each issue.  The problem 
appears to be random.  Shai will review the membership excel file that NYSOA sends to see if there is 
any problem that is causing the printer to change the zip code.  He is working on the September issue.  
Region 4 needs a new editor.   Shai is also looking for seasonal highlights editors. 

 
 Research – Victor Lamoureux had no report. 
 

 Website & Information Services – Carena Pooth gave the report.  See written report for website 
updates.  She changed many web pages to reflect that Gary Chapin is now the NYSARC secretary.  
Carena added a summary of the Whiteface Mountain field trip, and Montezuma plan comments.  She 
will soon add additional Kingbird issues to the online database. 

 
 County Lists:  Reports for 2009 and 2011 were published in the April issue of New York Birders.  

Andy Mason suggested posting the information to some of the state list serves to generate interest in 
NYSOA. 

 

6. Old Business: 
 

Future Annual Meetings:  For 2013, we are still awaiting an answer from Chemung Valley 
Audubon.  For 2014, Cayuga Bird Club is celebrating their 40th anniversary and may host the meeting.  
For 2015, Bill Lee will ask Hudson Mohawk Bird Club to host the meeting in Albany and may try to 
get them to host every 10 years.  For 2016, Joan Collins will ask Northern New York Audubon.  
Bedford Audubon is also a possibility. 

 
Grant request from RBA for High Acres Nature Area:  Andy Mason reported.  Rochester Birding 
Association (RBA) is contributing $750 to the project.  They have asked NYSOA to contribute.  Andy 
proposes giving them $250.  Berna Lincoln reminded the board that club grants are usually $100.  
Carena Pooth thinks the number hasn’t changed in years and should be increased.  Andy Mason made 
a motion that NYSOA grant the Rochester Birding Association $250 to help High Acres Nature Area.  
Kathy Schneider seconded the motion.  Carena Pooth asked how RBA would publicize the NYSOA 
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grant.  Berna Lincoln commented that NYSOA has always expected the club to put some of their own 
money into projects when we offer money.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

7. New Business: 
 

Nominating Committee:  Andy Mason was nominated to the committee.  Kevin Griffith and Bob 
Adamo will also be asked to serve on this committee. 
 
Auditing Committee:  Nominated members will be the same as last year with a different Chair: John 
Cairns (Chair), Irving Cantor, and Peter Capainolo. 
 

8. Adjournment – Andy Mason made a motion to adjourn at 12:10 p.m.  Mike DeSha seconded the 
motion, and it was unanimously approved. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Joan Collins 
Recording Secretary 


