
New York State Ornithological Association, Inc.

Board of Directors Meeting

July 16, 2016

The Board of Directors of the New York State Ornithological Association, Inc. (NYSOA) met at 
the Beaver Lake Nature Center, 8477 East Mud Road, Baldwinsville, NY, 13027.   The meeting 
was called to order by President Joan Collins at 9:33 AM.  Present were Joan Collins, Kathy 
Schneider, Bill Ostrander, Carena Pooth, Greg Lawrence, Tim Baird, Andy Mason, Mary 
Beth Warburton.   Shai Mitra, Peter Capainolo, Bob Spahn, Berna Lincoln, Derek Rogers, 
Kevin Griffith, Mike Desha and Angus Wilson were present via teleconference.

Summary of Action Items:

•  Approved the April 9, 2016 board meeting minutes.

•  Approved a policy on releasing archived NYSARC submissions to eBird regional reviewers.  

•  Approved the transfer of $1000 from the Young Birders Club to the Lillian Stoner Award 
account, as requested by Carena Pooth, NYSYBC chair.

•  Approved establishment of a Research Grant Program.  The Research Committee will oversee 
and review proposals.

Secretary’s Report - Mary Beth Warburton

After discussion Kathy Schneider made a motion to approve the April 9, 2016, Board Meeting 
Minutes.  Carena Pooth seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

President’s Report – Joan Collins reported she is up to date with thanking NYSOA members 
who renewed at the Kingbird level.  Joan has been working closely with committee chairs, 
answering emails, communicating with people from other states who are involved with 
ornithological organizations and has spoken with Mike Morgante regarding hosting the 2017 
annual meeting.  Joan spoke about the vital role NYSOA plays in New York State by providing 
superior avian record keeping, addressing conservation issues and maintaining a connection to 
the public.  

Treasurer’s Report - Andy Mason reported three Kingbird issues have been paid for and the 
budget has reserved funds to cover the cost of two additional issues pending from 2015.  Andy 
explained there was a discrepancy in the YBC account regarding an interest amount that had 
been overlooked; that account has been updated.  Andy noted he receives all receipts for 



NYSYBC expenses NYSYBC finances are audited by the Auditing Committee each year.  The 
Auditing Committee report for 2015 will be presented at the annual meeting in September.  

Committee Reports:

1.  NYSARC- Angus Wilson reported NYSARC received a request from David Weber of the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology for archived NYSARC records to assist with confirmation of 
NYSARC-accepted sightings submitted to eBird.

Following are some of the concerns regarding this topic:

A)  NYSARC does not release submissions without the consent of the person/persons who filed 
the original report.  Therefore, permission would be needed from each person who may have 
contributed to a particular sighting that was accepted by the reviewing committee, which could 
be complicated.

B)  NYSOA and NYSARC provide a unique service that needs to be preserved and continue into
the future.

C)  Specific standards and agreements need to be established between eBird and NYSARC to 
help eliminate fragmentation and dilution of information that was originally reviewed, recorded 
and accepted by NYSARC.  NYSOA needs to keep reaffirming its autonomy.

D)  In the future, increased access to NYSARC archive information could be beneficial to 
NYSOA and the public.  There is a great deal of interesting information that is unseen by the 
public.

E)  It is critical in the future that the NYSARC identification number be included in data shared.

F) The evolution of the relationship between eBird and NYSOA is important to NYSOA's future.
     
A motion was made by Kathy Schneider to establish a policy stating that NYSOA will allow the 
release of submissions from the NYSARC archive to eBird regional reviewers to support eBird 
checklists when requested in writing by those reviewers. Sharing of the archived information will
be restricted to (a) the person who submitted the checklist/report to eBird and (b) the eBird 
regional reviewer(s) making the request.

The motion was seconded by Greg Lawrence and passed unanimously.

2.  Organizational Handbook - Mike DeSha reported that he added a section about Facebook.  
Mike also asked for members to submit any ideas on past innovations that should be included.  
Joan Collins mentioned she may add the teleconference phone system instructions to the Hand 
Book.

3.  Publications - Seth Ausubel



The Kingbird - Shai Mitra reported the March issue is ready for print.  All the regional 
reports for the June issue have been submitted so that issue will be published as soon as possible,
which will put the Kingbird  schedule back on track.  Shai will ask Bill Kruegar if he is 
interested in becoming editor for Region 7 of The Kingbird.  Bob Spahn reported Region 4 lacks 
an editor at this time and Bill Ostrander has been filling in for Region 3.  The process for 
compiling the regional reports is under review and a forum for discussion is slated for the annual 
meeting.  Shai will print a short explanation in a future issue of The Kingbird regarding the AOU 
updates and re-sequencing that have been published in the 57th Supplement to the Check-list of 
the Birds of North America, along with a copy of the revised Checklist of Birds of NYS.  Angus 
Wilson will work with Shai on this..

NY Birders - Joan Collins reported the July issue of NY Birders will go to the printer next
week.  The October issue of NY Birders will include a review of Flight Paths by Darryl 
McGrath, and information about the updated checklist.  Joan will reference the article that Angus
Wilson will write for the NYSOA website explaining the AOU changes published in the 57th 
Supplement to the Checklist of North American Birds.

Checklist - Carena Pooth reported Berna is running low on booklets, so an additional150 
copies of the 2016 checklist have been ordered.  The next iteration of the Checklist of Birds of 
New York State, containing the AOU re-sequencing and updates from the 57th Supplement to the 
Check-list of North American Birds will be printed in the Fall of 2016.  Carena has created a 
printable, trifold version of the Checklist of the Birds of NYS that will be posted on the website 
for download. 

4.  Research - Kevin Griffith had no report.

BBIII-Bob Spahn reported from Wisconsin where he is participating in the Breeding Bird Atlas. 
Bob stated he will share much information when he returns and the BBIII Committee plans to 
meet in August.

Waterfowl Count-Bill Ostrander reported the waterfowl count compilation is complete and has 
been submitted for publication in The Kingbird.

5.  Website - Carena Pooth reported the AOU changes are incorporated in all the online 
checklists. Annual Meeting information has also been posted online.

6.  Annual Meeting - Bill Ostrander reported registration is open with a cut off date for early 
registration of August 15th.  Additional vendors and volunteers are being sought.   .



7.  Archive - Linda Clark Benedict had no report.

8.  Auditing Committee - Joan Collins reported Tom Burke has been nominated to the Auditing 
committee and Stephen Chang and John Cairns will continue to serve.  

9.  Awards - Bill Ostrander reported Irving Cantor has been selected to receive the President’s 
award at the 2016 annual meeting.  Carena Pooth has submitted one nominee for the Lillian 
Stoner award.  Carena Pooth requested a transfer of funds in the amount of $1,000.00, from the 
Young Birders Club account to the Lillian Stoner award account, since several members of 
NYSYBC have benefitted from the Lillian Stoner Award.  Greg Lawrence made a motion to 
accept the transfer, Joan Collins seconded and it passed unanimously.  

10.  Bylaws - Berna Lincoln stated there is no new activity to report.

11.  Conservation - Andy Mason reported he submitted an article to NY Birders that addresses 
the continuing threat of lead poisoning in eagles.  Andy plans to schedule a meeting with the 
Department of Environmental Conservation's Deputy Commissioner, Kathy Moser, sometime in 
August.  Members of the Conservation committee, the Delaware Otsego Audubon Society, and 
other individuals who have had direct experience handling eagles that have suffered from lead 
poisoning will present material to support the urgent need to eliminate lead from the 
environment.  This applies especially to the use of lead ammunition by hunters.

Derek Rogers reported the following;
There is an 800-acre, mostly forested site on Long Island's north shore in Shoreham owned by 
National Grid. National Grid has proposed a solar energy project that would require the clearing 
of about 400acres of intact coastal forest within this site. This is one of the last remaining, large 
forested areas on Long Island that does not yet have preservation status but it is on the radar of 
many preservation groups. Natural Heritage did an assessment of the site. Fortunately most 
groups, including local government, are opposed to this project so we don't expect it will gain 
much traction but time will tell. Needless to say, that 400 acres provides critical habitat for forest
bird species. 

Joan Collins and Andy Mason will research an email reporting the construction of a 16 story 
building on a beach on Long Island.

Mary Beth Warburton reported on a proposed construction project at Fort Drum to build a 
Ground-based Midcourse Defense System that would protect the US from ballistic missile 
attacks from North Korea or Iran.  Two such systems are already in place in the US and the 
Pentagon argues there is no need for a third one.  The project could consume up to1,000 acres on 
Ft. Drum.  Further developments will be monitored.  



12.  Finance - Mike Desha reported that the General Memorial Fund could support research 
projects.  The Research Committee would review proposed projects and work closely with the 
Finance Committee.  Mike proposed a motion to establish a research grant program funded thru 
the General Memorial Fund with possible additional fundraising to supplement the Memorial 
Fund. The Research Committee would establish guidelines for selecting proposal grants.  The 
motion was seconded by Greg Lawrence and was passed unanimously.  A yearly raffle could 
help support the Research program.  The amount of each grant will be determined at the time of 
review. Bob Spahn pointed out that we would need to consider that this might compete with a 
raffle held by the club that hosts the Annual Meeting.

13.  Marketing/Publicity - Tim Baird reported the news release announcing the revised 2016 
Checklist of the Birds of NYS is ready to be published and Greg Lawrence will try to locate a 
photo of a Kirtland’s Warbler to accompany the release.  Kathy Schneider will resend the press 
release form to Tim.  Tim will research stainless steel water bottles as a give-away to registrants 
at the annual meeting.                                                                                                                        

14.  Facebook - Greg Lawrence, Derek Rogers.  Greg suggested adding a highlight titled “What 
to look for this month”.  This would include advice and details on which species to look for in 
the month ahead.

15.  Field Trips - Mary Beth Warburton reported only 3 people participated in the Spring field 
trip to Derby Hill.  Raptor migration was slow at Derby Hill on Saturday and on Sunday Gerry 
Smith, one of the leaders, became ill.  Bernie Carr took the lead and traveled with the group to 
Montezuma on Sunday and reported all were pleased with the trip.  There is no summer field trip
planned for 2016.  Mary Beth will contact Alec Humann and Chris Kundl, members of the 
Buffalo Ornithological Society, and Jean Iron from Canada as possible leaders for a winter field 
trip.  New ideas for locations of field trips are always needed.

16.  Membership/Circulation - Berna Lincoln reported 480 annual memberships (60 of those 
are due in July), 42 life members, and a decrease of 55 members who did not renew in January 
2016.  Shai Mitra informed the board that Max Wheat, a much beloved member and multi-
contributor to NYSOA’s programs and operations, has passed away.  Andy Mason and Shai Mitra
will write an obituary for a future issue of The Kingbird.

17.  Nominating - Bob Adamo.  Kathy Schneider reported John Kent has been nominated for 
recording secretary and Greg Lawrence, Doug Futuyma, Shirley Shaw, Richard Guthrie and 
Mary Beth Warburton have been nominated as directors.  Janet Allison is willing to stay on the 
Nominating Committee.



18.  NYS Young Birders Club - Carena Pooth reported there was no World Series of Birding 
team in 2016 but some members participated in  independent Big Days, where they raised funds 
on their own which totaled over $4,500.00  Field trips continue to be well attended.  

19.  New Business - Joan Collins reported DEC would like more assistance from NYSOA.  Joan 
has observed 2 bears suffering from mange and will call DEC to inquire if there is a plan in place
to help curb the problem.  Joan will focus this Fall on the Wild Apricot membership management
service and will contact Carena, Pat, Berna and Andy for input.  Joan had a request from the 
Biodiversity Heritage Library to add The Kingbird to their data.  The BHL would offer the 
acquired data via multiple data bases.  Linda Benedict will be asked for her opinion on this topic 
and it will be discussed again in the future.

Kevin Griffith reported Rochester Birding Association will host the 2018 annual meeting.  Mike 
DeSha stated Roger Tory Peterson Institute may be interested in hosting the 2017 annual 
meeting.

1:45p.m.     Motion to adjourn made by Kathy Schneider, seconded by Carena Pooth, 
unanimously approved.  

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Beth Warburton
8/8/2016

            

    




