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PATAGONIA PICNIC IN MONTAUK 
—or—

HOW WE ALL GO BIRDING 

Compiled by Patricia J. Lindsay, with contributions from Seth Ausubel, Andy 
Baldelli, Vicki Bustamante, Doug Futuyma, Doug Gochfeld, Shai Mitra, Bryan 

Pfeiffer, Sean Sime, and Angus Wilson 

The Patagonia Picnic Table Effect is a birding phenomenon named for a famous 
hotspot in southeast Arizona. As the Rose-throated Becards there drew more 
and more birders to the area, additional rarities and birds of interest continued 
to be discovered, attracting even more birders and resulting in even more 
discoveries. This same “Effect” played out in our own corner of the country this 
past fall and winter, in Montauk and surrounds, at the eastern tip of Long 
Island. The telling of how events unfolded is entertaining and instructive, and, 
perhaps most interesting, provides a glimpse into the motivations, expectations, 
and techniques of the many birders whose discoveries fill The Kingbird’s
Regional Reports each season. The narratives presented here are more than a 
chronicle of ornithological events; they are also the story of how many of us 
approach our hobby in these early years of the 21st Century. 

13 October, West Lake Drive  Patricia J. Lindsay, Bay Shore 
Woven throughout last fall’s run of rarities in Montauk were some longstanding 
personal relationships forged on the venerable Montauk Christmas Bird Count. 
When Andy Baldelli was cruising around Montauk on 13 October, he poked up 
West Lake Drive not only “to see if anything interesting is around,” as he likes 
to say, but also out of longtime habit: this was his former CBC territory, and, 
although he had not covered it formally in years, he knew its hotspots 
intimately. His intuition paid off when he found a yellow-bellied kingbird 
flycatching from a fence line along the road, gave it a quick look, and drove off, 
happy to have found the Tyrannus he hoped for—even expected—at this date 
and place. But something tickled his brain, something didn’t quite add up to 
Western Kingbird. This bird had an obviously deep gray breast and a contrasting 
white malar…and he hadn’t seen white in the outer tail. He turned around and 
went back to study it more carefully. Realizing he had something really special, 
he got on the cell phone and dialed one of his former colleagues from the old 
Lake West CBC party, Shai Mitra. 
 Shai and I were at the Fire Island Hawkwatch, meanwhile, enjoying a fine 
morning of birding, when the phone rang. Andy’s voice came through for a few 
seconds before the call was unceremoniously dropped. This happened a few 
more times, his voice vanishing abruptly into the ether, but not before we heard 
“…kingbird…not a Western…West Lake Drive.” Despairing of Montauk’s 
mysterious no-cell zone for the moment, we decided we’d better just get out 
there as fast as we could. We informed the birders at the watch, called the 

Com. Yellowthroat: max 70 DOP 29 Sep 
(TP); imm m inside Delta Airlines terminal 
at JFK 16 Oct, seen by worker there for 2 
weeks (SBl); last Norman J. Levy Pres 
NASS 29 Oct. 
Hooded Warbler: 6 reports 16 Sep-21 Oct, 
all from western part of Reg. 
Wilson's Warbler: last PP & JBWE 23 
Sep.
Canada Warbler: last CP 29 Sep. 
Yellow-breasted Chat: 2 ads & 2 imms 
banded at Tobay NASS 1 Sep were perhaps 
local breeders; numerous and widespread 
reports 1 Sep-18 Nov.  

TANAGERS - WEAVERS 
Summer Tanager: CP 21 Sep, only report. 
Scarlet Tanager: last CP 9 Oct. 
Am. Tree Sparrow: arr 2 JBWE 11 Nov. 
Chipping Sparrow: 100+ Sparrow Rock, 
CP 18 Oct (DS). 
Clay-colored Sparrow: 10-19 reported, 
depending on how multiple reports from 
JBWE, RMSP, and Mtk are treated—more 
than usual: JBWE 12 Sep (AO et al.); CP 
13-15 Sep (TF et al.); JBWE 17 Sep (AWo, 
P. Jones); JBWE 24 Sep (SSM et al.); Mtk 
28 Sep (VB); CP 29 Sep; RMSP 30 Sep 
(PJL, SSM); JBWE 1 Oct (KF); JBWE 6 
Oct (SyS); Gilgo 8 Oct (J&GF, JQ); RMSP 
9-10 Oct (JGi, ND); PP 18 Oct (RJ); 3 Mtk 
13-14 Oct (VB, KRu, BRu); JBWE 16-21 
Oct (PJL, KF); JBWE 28 Oct (John Ask); 
Mtk 22-25 Nov (SSi, mob); Napeague SUFF 
28 Nov (AnW). 
Vesper Sparrow: 10 reported: Mtk 29 Sep 
(AnW); Field 2 RMSP 10 Oct (J&GF); 
JBWE 13 Oct (DK); MLUA 13 Oct; VCP 
14 Oct (YG); RMSP 16 Oct (PJL); JBWE 
21 Oct (BF, SyS); 2 Field 5 RMSP 21 Oct 
(SSM); RMSP 13 Nov. 
Lark Sparrow: 2 JBWE 2-4 Sep (CF, CG, 
mob); RMSP 21 Sep (PJL); JBWE 1 Oct 
(PJL). 
“Ipswich” Savannah Sparrow: arr CHP 16 
Oct (DE); 20 Oct JBWE (PJL, SSM); FT 28 
Oct (CW); MB 19 Nov (AnW). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: JBWE 8 &13-14 
Oct (SyS), rare in migration.  
LE CONTE'S SPARROW: FT 13 Oct 
(SBl, ME, PD and SWh, mob!).
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow: arr 
Accabonac SUFF 5-6 Oct (KRu); CCP 6 
Oct (J&GF, JQ); GKP 8 Oct (CH, mob), 3 
there 13 Oct, plus at least one to 30 Oct; 
subvirgatus FT 15 Oct (SSM, SBl, et al.); 
single subvirgatus & nelsoni/alterus Captree 

I SUFF 17 Oct (PJL); 2 Gilgo marsh mid 
Oct (RJK). 
Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow: well 
reported from marshes in small numbers, 
max 8 CCP 6 Oct (J&GF); one RMSP 17 
Oct along weedy margin of sandy volley-
ball court was in an unus context (PJL). 
Seaside Sparrow: reported from marshes in 
small numbers; max 8 CCP 6 Oct (J&GF). 
Fox Sparrow: arr CP 16 Oct. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: numerous and 
widespread reports 13 Sep-21 Oct, nearly 
half of them on just two days 13-14 Oct.  
White-crowned Sparrow: 40 RMSP 15 
Oct; 60 JBSP 16 Oct; leucistic ind Captree 
SP SUFF 19 Oct (SSM), ph. 
Dark-eyed Junco: earlier than usual 
arrivals inc CP 13 Sep & two CP 16 Sep; 
general arrival 21 Sep. 
Lapland Longspur: arr RMSP 14 Oct (PJL, 
SSM); RMSP 30 Oct (SSM, MA); RMSP 8 
Nov; Tiana Beach SUFF 12 Nov (S&JBe); 2 
JBWE 18 Nov (BF); FBF 24 Nov (R. 
Cavalieros); JBWE 27 Nov (PJL). 
Snow Bunting: 70 JBWE 26 Nov. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: last CP 9 Oct. 
Blue Grosbeak: at least 19 reported, more 
than usual: max 5 RMSP 13 Sep (PJL, 
SSM), 3 remained to 15 Sep and 1 to 19 
Sep; Gilgo SUFF 22 Sep (ROP, SP); JBWE 
23 & 30 Sep (mob); MLUA 30 Sep (TF); 2 
PP 30 Sep (J. Ascher); 2 CP 9 Oct (mob); 4  
Mtk 13-14 Oct (AnW, mob); 3 RMSP 13-18 
Oct (KF, mob). 
Indigo Bunting: 3 RMSP 14 Sep, 
outnumbered here by Blue Grosbeaks!; 5 
RRes 22 Sep; 3 Mtk 24 Sep, building to 7 on 
30 Sep and max 15 on 4 Oct (KRu, BRu); 
last 3 East Lake Dr, Mtk 8 Oct (VB). 
Dickcissel: 9-11 reports, depending on 
treatment of multiple reports from JBWE 
and TRCP: JBWE 11 Sep (J&GF), thru 13 
Sep; 3 RMSP (PJL, SSM) 13 Sep; FT 15 
Sep (D. Gochfeld); JBWE 7 Oct (SyS); 
JBWE 13-14 Oct (mob); TRCP 14 Oct 
(HMc, AnW); MP 14 Oct (AB); Watermill 
SUFF 20 Oct (AnW); TRCP 21 Oct (AnW). 
Bobolink: no large counts or late reports. 
Red-winged Blackbird: 1200 migr RMSP 
4 Nov; 1000 migr RMSP 8 Nov. 
E. Meadowlark: max numbers 8 RMSP & 
9 JBWE 14 Oct; “nearly a dozen” JBWE 21 
Oct (BF). 
Rusty Blackbird: arr CP 29 Sep. 
Orchard Oriole: CHP 7 Sep (RV), late. 
Baltimore Oriole: Georgica Rd EH 18 Nov 
(HMc), late. 
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Warbling Vireo: last CP 16 Sep. 
Philadelphia Vireo: APP 13 Sep (A&KO); 
CP 16 Sep (RA); RRes 22 Sep (JL); JBWE 
24 Sep (JGi); RRes 2 Oct (JL). 
Red-eyed Vireo: last CHP 26 Oct. 
Horned Lark: small numbers reported from 
JBWE, Mtk, FBF from mid Nov thru. 
Tree Swallow: 10,000 JBWE 20 Sep; 
10,000 Cedar Beach, T Babylon, SUFF 20 
Oct; traditional gathering spots. 
N. Rough-winged Swallow: Jam Bay 3 
Sep, unus date/loc. 
CAVE SWALLOW: RMSP 8 Nov (SSM!, 
DF); HHSP 23 Nov (AnW!); 4 MB 23 Nov 
(SBl!, D. Gochfeld!); JBWE 24 Nov (S. 
Billerman!, PD); BP 24 Nov (A. Lazarus, P. 
Pollack, J. Rabi), many. 
Barn Swallow: last 2 JBWE 15 Sep. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: big irruption cont 
from summer; 30 RMSP 16 Sep; 25 RMSP 
29 Sep; intro.
White-breasted Nuthatch: 9 recorded from 
4 coastal sites 29 Sep: 6 FT (SWa), 
“something of a fallout, although not 
unprecedented as a coastal migrant, it 
always feels a bit unusual to see them that 
way;” DOP (TP), “first time I've seen it 
there;” JBWE (TWB, GB); RMSP (PJL, 
SSM); many add’l records of smaller 
numbers on barrier beaches, e.g., 3 RMSP 
14 Oct (PJL, SSM), thru 30 Oct.
Winter Wren: arr JBWE & Mtk 29 Sep. 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: arr CP 24 Sep. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: arr CP 13 Sep. 
E. Bluebird: 40 Springs P, EH 27 Sep, 20 
still present 3 Nov (KRu, BRu); last Camp 
Hero, Mtk 23 Nov (SBl). 
Veery: CP 5 Oct, getting late. 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: arr APP 13 Sep 
(A&KO); Northwest Woods EH 1 Oct (SH), 
last.
Swainson's Thrush: arr Caleb Smith SP 
SUFF 2 Sep (JGl); 10 CHP 7 Sep (RV); last 
Gilgo SUFF 13 Oct (K&SF), late.  
Hermit Thrush: arr CP 9 Oct. 
Wood Thrush: last CP 24 Oct (MY). 
Am. Robin: 500 CHP 7 Sep (RV), many for 
date; 350 JBWE 8 Nov; 300+ CP 16 Nov.
European Starling: 2000 migr RMSP 28 
Nov. 
Am. Pipit: max 80 migr RMSP 28 Nov. 
Cedar Waxwing: 200 RMSP 29 Sep; 280 
RMSP 14 Oct; 110 JBWE 16 Nov; 400 
MLUA 28 Nov (RV). 

WARBLERS 
Golden-winged Warbler: Amagansett 
SUFF 13 Sep (KRu, BRu). 

Blue-winged Warbler x Golden-winged 
Warbler: CP 24 Sep (P. Post, mob) ph, 
closely resembled ad Golden-winged but 
with bright yellow chest. 
Tennessee Warbler: well and widely 
reported thru 14 Oct, perhaps related to 
Spruce Budworm increase to the north. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: 10-13 reported: 
RRes 22 Sep (JL, EM); CP 29 Sep; PP 30 
Sep (J. Ascher); PP 9-10 Oct; CP 13 Oct 
(JS, EL, mob); FT 15 Oct (SSM, SBl, et al.); 
Mtk 21 Oct (AnW); CP 25 Oct; CCP 25 Oct 
(J&GF); KP 5 Nov (JL); Captree I SUFF 6 
Nov (BB); JBWE 11 Nov (BF); Cedar 
Beach, T Babylon SUFF 12 Nov (JQ, PJL). 
Nashville Warbler: last CP 11 Nov. 
N. Parula: last KP 14 Oct. 
Yellow Warbler: last JBWE 16 Oct, late. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: last JBWE 5 Oct. 
Magnolia Warbler: last KP 14 Oct. 
Cape May Warbler: well reported thru 9 
Oct, perhaps related to Spruce Budworm 
increase to the north. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: last KP 14 
Oct.
Yellow-rumped Warbler: good early Sep 
flight, cont from summer, e.g, JBWE 2 Sep.
Black-throated Green Warbler: last CP 13 
Oct.
Blackburnian Warbler: last PP 23 Sep. 
Yellow-throated Warbler: Mtk 16 Sep 
(HMc), unus date. 
Pine Warbler: last JBWE 18 Nov. 
Prairie Warbler: last RMSP 19 Sep. 
Palm Warbler: 30 RMSP 21 Sep, all 
palmarum; 20 palmarum & 2 hypochrysea
RMSP 14 Oct; last RMSP & PL 28 Nov. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: last JBWE 29 Sep. 
Blackpoll Warbler: last KP 17 Nov. 
Black-and-white Warbler: last CP 24 Oct. 
Am. Redstart: last RMSP 14 Oct.  
Prothonotary Warbler: Miller Field RICH 
16 Sep (W&H Mones), scarce fall migr.
Worm-eating Warbler: Amagansett SUFF 
8 Sep (HMc); APP 30 Sep (PJL), late; 
scarce fall migr. 
Ovenbird: MP 23 Nov; downtown 
Brooklyn KINGS 28 Nov, both late. 
N. Waterthrush: last VCP 14 Oct. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: CP 1 Sep; CLP 8 
Sep; only reports. 
Kentucky Warbler: m Jam Bay 23 Sep 
(K&SF), only report. 
Connecticut Warbler: 12 reports 1-29 Sep, 
easternmost loc Muttontown Pres NASS. 
Mourning Warbler: 4 reports: CP 1, 17 & 
25 Sep, CHP 11 Sep. 
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regulars patrolling the beach, and took off. Eventually we got more details from 
Andy, who, while unsure of the exact identification at this point, knew that it 
was no Western Kingbird—and was therefore likely a bird never before 
recorded in New York. 
 That evening, as the three of us celebrated New York’s first Cassin’s 
Kingbird at a pub in Hampton Bays, Andy called Paul Buckley and Tony Lauro, 
whose company we had missed that day—long-time mentors of all three of us, 
and, perhaps not by coincidence, fellow alumni of the Lake West CBC party. 

30 October, Rusty’s Horse Farm  Vicki Bustamante, Montauk 
As it started out, October 30th was no different than any other typical ‘squeeze in 
some birding before work’ day for me. After my teenage sons left for school I 
hopped into my pick-up and headed out to check some of my usual birding 
haunts—Little Reed, Gin Beach, then out to the Montauk Lighthouse. Coming 
down the hill on my return from the lighthouse I could see below in Rusty’s 
field, on the south side of Deep Hollow, a flock of about 250 Canada Geese. As 
I hadn’t seen anything interesting that morning to slow me down, I still had 
some time, so I pulled off the highway and turned around in the well-worn dirt 
tracks on the roadside (presumably created by me and other birders, gulp!). 
 I parked alongside the north end of the field parallel to Old Montauk 
Highway. While setting up the scope I had this odd sense, and said to myself 
“there’s a Barnacle Goose out there.” I don’t have any idea what made me think 
Barnacle of all the other geese I could have fancied. What made me think that 
random thought? Dismissing it as folly, I proceeded to methodically pan though 
the flock of Canada Geese. And then, slowly coming into the frame, it revealed 
itself. There it was, a Barnacle Goose! 
 “No way”, I thought; I was seeing things—not so much because of the 
shock of seeing a Barnacle Goose, but because I had just predicted it! I had to 
take out the Sibley guide to be sure of what I was seeing. In Europe I’ve seen 
plenty of Barnacle Geese, but never in North America! Excitedly, I called Hugh 
McGuinness (interrupting him, no doubt, in class) and told him about my find 
and my strange prophecy. 
 Often at the outset of a day of birding with my friends, Karen and Barbara 
Rubinstein, just for fun I’ll say something far-fetched like “Okay, let’s go find a 
Painted Bunting!” It makes us giggle at the impossible challenge. But this was 
different, and I wonder if it has happened to other birders. 

18 November, Deep Hollow Ranch Shai Mitra, Bay Shore
Active birders know from experience that extra scrutiny directed toward one 
rare bird often yields another, and that the process sometimes plays out in 
several iterations. Pat Lindsay’s and my experiences on 18 November took this 
theme to a comical extreme. We actually mentioned “the Effect” early in the 
morning, when we found a Chat while twitching a previously reported Cattle 
Egret in Water Mill. Although a Chat is always very nice, I’m starting to wonder  
whether the egret was perhaps too obliging. Ditto for the Whistling Swans in 
East Hampton—but not for Vicki Bustamante’s Barnacle Goose at Deep 
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Hollow, Montauk. This bird evaded our efforts to find it long enough to prompt 
a goose by goose examination of the entire neighborhood. During this search, 
my binoculars fell upon a Pink-footed Goose. This was of course very exciting, 
but the goose promptly disappeared from view, intensifying our excitement in a 
rather unpleasant way. While trying to relocate the Pink-foot, Pat found a 
Western-type kingbird, which also immediately disappeared. This engendered 
even more unpleasant excitement, as we were intensely aware that we needed to 
rule out Cassin’s Kingbird, an example of which had been present recently just a 
couple of miles from where we were standing. A forced march to find additional 
vantages ensued. From the very most remote of these, I scoped the pasture and 
found an Ash-throated Flycatcher! Beyond anything resembling composure, 
I am reported to have said, “Pat, it would be very improbable to find an  
Ash-throat and a Western Kingbird at the same place and the same time.” (For 
the record, she did not waver and ultimately was the first to re-find and 
positively identify the Western Kingbird.) It goes without saying that the 
Ash-throat quickly disappeared also, prompting a forced retreat back to our 
original vantages. Shocked, oxygen-deprived, and over-heated, I called in 
reinforcements. Gail Benson and Hugh McGuinness were relatively merciful in 
the sport they later made of these calls. It helped that all three birds cooperated. 
We eventually saw the Barnacle Goose, too, but it seems fortunate that we had 
such difficulty doing so at first. 

22 November, Deep Hollow Ranch Sean Sime, Maplewood, NJ
Recalling my run for the Pink-footed Goose and other Montauk specialties is 
quite easy. Barring the Southern Nassau CBC it was the last time I went birding 
in 2007. 
 From an avian standpoint 2007 could not have been any more different than 
2006 for me. A new home in NJ (no comment), an expecting wife and an 
extended stay at the in-laws during an extended period of home renovation 
decimated my roughly 100 trips in 2006 to a paltry six in '07. So, under the 
guise of, "It's a holiday and I can't disturb the new neighbors with power tools" 
 I made my Thanksgiving plan. 
 First hurdle was getting out of the house at the in-laws. I wanted to be in 
Montauk at first light so at 3:30 I was packed and heading for the door. I quickly 
encountered problem number one. The alarm was on. This just as quickly 
brought up problem number one, subset A. I didn't know the code. So after 
waking up my pregnant wife (I know, I know, I'm a horrible person), I was on 
my way. 
 It was still dark as I was pulling into Montauk so I parked in the overlook 
just past the ranch and waited for the sun to come up. In the many birding trips 
I've begun in the predawn hours, I always wonder aloud what the first bird of the 
day will be. Guessing Mourning Dove is like betting red or black in craps. My 
dormant intuition had me playing it safe. I laughed to myself when the first bird 
of the day was a Woodcock slowly lumbering over my car silhouetted against 
the gray sky. Next were a pair of Woodcock chasing each other over the parking  
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(MC); 1Y Mtk 28 Nov (AnW, AG); 1Y Fort 
Pond Bay, Mtk 28 Nov . 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: numerous and 
widespread reports; juv RMSP 15 Nov 
(PJL). 
Lesser Black-backed x Herring Gull:
Bayville NASS 25-26 Oct (RR, mob!), ph. 
Black-legged Kittiwake: GKP 11 Oct 
(CH); 2 ads MP 29 Nov (PJL). 
Caspian Tern: 13 widespread reports 
involving 27 inds 11 Sep-11 Oct. 
Royal Tern: numerous and widespread 
reports include 44 PB 1 Sep; 25 Robbins Is 
SUFF 22 Oct (P. Gillen); last 2 RMSP 17 
Nov (PJL, SSM). 
Roseate Tern: 2 L Montauk In SUFF 22 
Sep (AnW), only report. 
Com. Tern: 2800 JBWE 15 Sep. 
Forster's Tern: 500 JBWE 28 Sep; 2 
Accabonac Harbor, EH 3 Nov, late, 
associated with tropical storm Noel. 
Least Tern: last 2 JBWE 18 Sep. 
Black Tern: max 12 CCP & 8 Shinn 1 Sep; 
last JBWE 4 Oct . 
Black Skimmer: 400 JBWE 15 Sep, inc 60 
juvs. 
Parasitic Jaeger: 1Y MLUA 12 Sep (KW, 
TF); RMSP 1 Oct (KF); MP 1-5 Oct (JP); 
Camp Hero, Mtk 13 Oct (AnW); Maidstone 
Beach, EH 20 Oct (AnW); OP 19 Oct. 
LONG-TAILED JAEGER: juv Hudson 
Valley shelf pelagic16 Sep (PGu et al), also 
a second probable individual. 

PIGEONS - WOODPECKERS 
Monk Parakeet: pair at Tully’s Market, 
Hampton Bays SUFF 18 Oct (OB) built nest 
there, yet another new loc. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: very few reports; first 
CP 13 Sep; Amagansett, EH 29 Sep; last 
Mtk 14 Oct. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Wade’s Beach, 
Shelter Is SUFF 7 Nov (D. Gorodnitzki, 
KvB), late. 
Long-eared Owl: 1-2 JBWE 30 Oct thru. 
N. Saw-whet Owl: many reports: arr barrier 
beach 13 Oct; JBWE 16 Oct, dead on 
roadside (SSM); CP  20 Oct (KN); CHP 26 
Oct (RV); FT 28 Oct (D. Guiney); 5 Jones 
Strip 5 Nov; last JBWE 10 Nov (SyS). 
Com. Nighthawk: max 11 Baiting Hollow 
SUFF 2 Sep (JCl, Sr.), low for this trad site; 
last 22 Sep. 
Chimney Swift: large migr flocks over CP 
16 Sep (TF), otherwise few reports & small 
numbers. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: last CP 11 
Oct.

SELASPHORUS sp.: 2 reports from 
NYBG, Bronx: 19 Sep (VB) & 10-13 Nov 
(MR, LF). 
Red-headed Woodpecker: 5 reported: imm 
RMSP 13 Sep (SD’A et al); imm JBWE 26, 
29 Sep (J&GF); FT 29 Sep (SWa); JBWE 
29 Sep (DK, SyS); JBWE 5 Nov (SyS). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: well reported 24 
Sep thru, i.e: “at least a dozen” KP 15 Oct 
(JL et al). 
Downy Woodpecker: many reports barrier 
beach.
Hairy Woodpecker: 3 from barrier beach, 
where rare: 2 RMSP 30 Oct & JBWE 18 
Nov; intro.
N. Flicker: 170 RMSP 14 Oct. 

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: CP 1 Sep, cont 
from summer; 2 CP 13 Sep; RMSP 14 Sep 
(PJL, SSM, mob), rare on barrier beach. 
E. Wood-Pewee: last Mtk 13-14 Oct. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: CHP 8 Sep, 
only report.  
Alder Flycatcher: singles RMSP & Gilgo 
13 Sep (PJL, SSM!), seldom confirmed in 
fall.
E. Phoebe: 50 JBWE 24 Sep (JGi); 20 
RMSP 29 Sep. 
ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER:
unprecendented 6: Jam Bay 16-17 Nov 
(SWh ph, mob); DHR 18-25 Nov (PJL, 
SSM!, mob); Rita’s Horse Stables, Mtk 25 
Nov thru (SA, mob); MLUA 25-28 Nov 
(CH); Jam Bay 29 Nov-1 Dec (DR); DOP 1 
Dec (TP et al!). 
Western Kingbird: 8 or 9 reports, more 
than usual: CHP 6-8 Sep (JGi, ND, mob) & 
11 Sep (PJL); MLUA 8-9 Sep (CH, EJ et 
al.); Mtk 8 Oct (VB); Glen Cove NASS 14-
20 Oct (R. Cioffi, mob); Oak Beach SUFF 
21 Oct (J&GF); Willowbrook P RICH 1 
Nov; DHR 18-21 Nov (PJL, mob), joined by 
a 2nd 22-23 Nov (SSi, mob), one cont thru; 
MP 23 Nov (AnW), Mtk dump 23 Nov 
(AnW). 
CASSIN’S KINGBIRD: West Lake Dr, 
Mtk 13 Oct (AB, mob! ph), first NY State 
record.
E. Kingbird: last JBWE 24 Sep. 
N. Shrike: BNL 2 Nov (JO); KP 5 Nov 
(JL); imm Cedar Beach  SUFF 11-25 Nov 
(K&SF, mob); Flax Pd Preserve, Oldfield 
SUFF 11 Nov. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: last CP & Shelter 
Is SUFF 13 Sep. 
Blue-headed Vireo: last JBWE 11 Nov. 
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Bald Eagle: 2 FIHW 5 Sep, 2 FIHW 7 Oct, 
13 Oct, & 16 Oct, seasonal record high 6 for 
loc where rare; other reports: 9 CP 1 Sep-25 
Oct; 8 w LI and RICH 2 Sep-8 Nov; 3-4 e 
LI 13 Oct-19 Nov; JBWE 28 Oct (SyS). 
N. Harrier: 168 FIHW 29 Sep, record high; 
total 429 FIHW season, also a record. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: total 304 FIHW 
season.
Cooper’s Hawk: total 38 FIHW season, 
high. 
N. Goshawk: f OMNSA NASS 16 Sep (S. 
Janko); imm PP 19 – 28 Nov (SWh, mob). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Miller Field RICH 
16 Sep (W&H Mones); FBF 28 Oct (AnW); 
Crookes Pt RICH 11 Nov (CB); CP 16 Nov 
(TF). 
Broad-winged Hawk: 4 FT 29 Sep, 
uncommon on LI; 35 CP 29 Sep. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Mtk 17 Nov (VB). 
Am. Kestrel: 298 FIHW 29 Sep; total 731 
FIHW season. 
Merlin: 319 FIHW 29 Sep, record one-day 
total; total 1487, high. 
Peregrine Falcon: 41 FIHW 7 Oct; total 
236 FIHW, high. 
Sora: Jam Bay East Pd 12 Sep & West Pd 
14 Sep, cont from summer?; CCP 6 Oct 
(J&GF, JQ), unus date and loc. 
Com. Moorhen: River Rd RICH 8 Sep. 
American Coot: 50 Jam Bay 17 Nov. 
Black-bellied Plover: 1000 JBWE 2 Sep. 
Am. Golden-Plover: arr Riv sod fields 1 
Sep; max 17 Riv sod fields 18 Sep; 8 MB 21 
Oct; widespread reports of singles from 
other locs to 28 Oct. 
Semipalmated Plover: 200 JBSP 1 Sep 
Piping Plover: Sagg 20 Oct (AnW), late. 
Killdeer: max 75-100 Riv sod fields 9-18 
Sep.
Am. Oystercatcher: 150 Shinn 1 Sep; 300 
JBWE 13 Nov, 200+ remained thru. 
Am. Avocet: Jam Bay 15-25 Sep (LS ph, 
mob) & same or another intermittenly 6-28 
Oct.
Lesser Yellowlegs: MB 23 Nov (SBl, D. 
Gochfeld), late.
Solitary Sandpiper:  Jam Bay 1 Sep (RJK), 
unus loc; 2 lingered at CP to 27 Oct, late. 
Willet: 6 semipalmatus MI 3 Sep, late for so 
many; 49 inornatus & 2 semipalmatus
JBWE 15 Sep. 
Upland Sandpiper: Jam Bay 3 Sep (PJL, 
SSM, SWa), unus loc, only report. 
Hudsonian Godwit: 2 ads Jam Bay 1-16 
Sep cont from summer, 1remained to 18 
Sep; ad JBWE 14-15 Sep. 

Marbled Godwit: Jam Bay 8 Sep (M. 
Mayer). 
Red Knot: 250 JBWE 15 Sep. 
Western Sandpiper: bas ind cont from 
summer CCP thru 3 Sep; 10 Jam Bay 12 Sep 
(P. Post, T. Lundqvist); up to 20 Jam Bay 23 
Sep; 15+ JBWE 4 Oct (B. Fogarty). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: 25 Jam Bay 3 
Sep.
Baird's Sandpiper: 1-2 inds Jam Bay 1-3, 
8, 17, 23, 24 Sep; FBF 2 Sep; 1-2 JBWE 2, 
10-15 Sep; 2 Riv sod fields 9-13 Sep; MB 
23 Sep; JBWE 20 Oct (KO’L), late; Mtk 
horse farm 21 Oct (AnW). 
Pectoral Sandpiper: 20 MB 23 Sep; 2 
Captree SP SUFF 6 Nov, getting late. 
Stilt Sandpiper: 25 Jam Bay 12 Sep (P. 
Post, T. Lundqvist); last Jam Bay 6 Oct (J. 
Borker). 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 1-7 JBWE 1 
Sep-1 Oct; max 37 Riv sod fields 2-19 Sep; 
2-3 Miller Field RICH 13-16 Sep (CH, 
mob), unus loc; JBWE 11 Oct (J&GF); 
JBWE 20 Oct (KO’L), late; well reported 
from other sod fields in mid SUFF. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: juv 11 Sep (KF), 
ad 15 Sep & juv 18 Sep JBWE,  unus loc; 
Jam Bay East Pd 8, 12 Sep; 3 Jam Bay West 
Pd 16 Sep (J. Ask, KL et al); 16 Mass 16 
Oct, more than usual at this wintering spot. 
Wilson's Phalarope: 3 Jam Bay 6 Sep, cont 
from summer; last 2 Jam Bay 8-9 Sep. 
Red-necked Phalarope: juv Jam Bay 1-14 
Sep, cont from summer, increased to two 15 
Sep and three (all juvs) 16-17 Sep, last two 
18 Sep; PP 12 Sep (RJ). 
Laughing Gull: at least 1000 OP 19 Oct 
(HMc); 1250 FT 28 Oct (CW); 3000+ 
Accabonac Harbor, EH 3 Nov, associated 
with tropical storm Noel. These plus large 
numbers found in other sheltered spots in 
EH and Mtk totaled >5000 for the day 
(AnW); 1500-2000 Ditch Plains, Mtk 18 
Nov (AnW). 
FRANKLIN'S GULL (R10): 1W FT 28 
Oct (CW!). 
Little Gull: ad L Montauk In SUFF 28 Nov 
(VB).
Black-headed Gull: 1W L Montauk In 
SUFF 24 Nov (MC). 
Bonaparte's Gull: arr 2 RMSP 18 Oct 
(KF); 464 Fort Pond Bay, Mtk 21 Nov 
(AnW). 
Herring Gull: 3000 PL 28 Nov. 
Iceland Gull: near ad Ditch Plains, Mtk 18 
Nov (AnW); 1Y MP 23 Nov (MA, S. 
Billerman); 2 L Montauk In SUFF 24 Nov 
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lot. Over the next half hour four additional sightings of single birds flying from 
north to south had me completely puzzled as to how many Woodcock there 
really were. 
 The sun hadn't broken the horizon yet, but the increase in activity and my 
coffee (which resembled a five gallon pail more than a cup) had me ready to 
move. First to the fields south of the highway. No geese. Next, I walked the trail 
on the eastern edge of the horse farm. No geese. I'm not saying no rare geese, I 
mean not a single goose. I ran down the paranoia checklist; What were the 
winds last night? Was it hunting season in Montauk? Were the stable hands 
running dogs like golf courses? Did I just suck? 
 I was temporarily distracted by a Clay-colored Sparrow I found in the small 
corral at the head of the trail. My find had me hiking up into Teddy Roosevelt 
Park with renewed vigor. Alas, twelve Canada Geese! No Barnacle, no Pink-
footed, no Western Kingbird, no Ash-throated Flycatcher. A distant group of 
finches, which had me brazenly expecting the recently reported Red Crossbills 
(first found by Ken and Sue Feustel 19 November), flew in and landed on the 
wires above me, showing their true House Finch colors. As an aside, I never 
thought of the House Finch song to have a "mocking" quality. I could have 
sworn in between all the bubbly ramblings that morning there was a distinct 
"Hah hah!" 
 Back I went to hike the trail once more. Bad feelings aside, it was still only 
7:30 in the morning. The trail was bit brighter but the results were the same. On 
my way back towards the car for a coffee cure-all, the wind began to pick up. I 
kept on thinking I was hearing geese behind me, only to turn around and hear 
nothing but wind. This went on for a hundred yards or so until I was convinced I 
was having auditory hallucinations. I continued on, refusing to turn around again 
until the noise was growing so loud I couldn't resist. 
 I don't know if it was the 100-to-6 trip swing I mentioned earlier or if the 
next moments were actually as great as they seemed. I was in a low section of 
the trail looking north up a large hill. There were still no geese, but the sounds 
were growing louder and louder. I kept thinking, I should see them by now, it's 
so loud, until finally the first group of geese crested the hill. A few dozen were 
quickly followed by dozens more, then even more. The cavalry had arrived! I 
scanned the flying birds as quickly as I could without luck, but distinctly 
remember such a feeling of possibility. They COULD be in there. It's the same 
feeling I had when I was twelve and learned Wood Ducks can be found in 
wintering groups of Mallards and found my first one in a small creek near my 
house. I guess "possibility" is the core of why we search. It's comforting to know 
that 23 years later it still feels as good. 
 The majority of the geese flew south across Montauk highway so I hustled 
out to scan. Some more cars had shown up and I got a few people on the Clay-
colored while I "coffee'd up." I estimated about 250-300 geese in the south field. 
Two scope scans produced nothing. On the third the Barnacle Goose was front 
and center. Patience paid off. Another umpteen scans didn't turn up the Pink-
footed. Patience is overrated. Back to the car. 
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 I ran into Seth Ausabel, Isaac Grant and another fellow whose name escapes 
me (but whose disdain for rarity sightings being kept quiet I can still hear 
today). I remember him being terribly upset more people didn't get to see an 
Anna's Hummingbird frequenting a private residence upstate. 
 Did I mention listing is a cancer? 
 We decided to play the odds, exchange cell numbers and split up. Seth and 
the others were going to check an area nearby and I would stay put. I cringe 
thinking back to the days when a sighting was only learned about at the end of 
the day when somebody called you on the land line. What seemed like moments 
later the phone rang. "We got the bird!" Off I went. The Pink-footed Goose was 
feeding with maybe 75 geese within a private community, but visible from a 
public road outside the gate. The views were distant, but good. Not five minutes 
later the geese looked up at the sky, craned their necks in unison, froze, then 
took off towards the north end of the ranch. 
 The four of us decided to try our luck from Teddy Roosevelt again. We 
found a vantage point which allowed views of a second feeding station and 
pond. The Pink-footed was leisurely strolling about, albeit 200 yards away. I 
quickly noticed a bird flycatching near the geese. It was briefly out of view, but 
then came up on a fencepost. My binocular view suggested Western Kingbird. 
Seth's scope view confirmed it. While Seth was calling others on his phone I 
noticed a second flycatcher as Isaac was simultaneously commenting he was 
hearing crossbills. 
 I'm thinking clean sweep at this point. Ahh the possibilities! Only problem 
was the second flycatcher looked like another Western Kingbird. Only one had 
been reported from the area, but once again Seth's scope confirmed what my 
binoculars suggested. I can't remember who visually confirmed the Red 
Crossbills, but at this point we were all hearing them and eventually enjoyed 
scope views of many birds to our north. 
 Euphoria eased into contentment and as the caffeine wore off contentment 
came to rest as a big sigh of relief. 
 I spent the drive back to New Jersey in horrible traffic. The only time I 
smiled was when I wondered how miserable I would have been if I didn't see 
any of the rarities. Alas, after a long, great day of looking at birds there really is 
nothing like eating one. I trudged through the door at the in-laws to a beautiful 
turkey waiting for me. 
 I have many things to be thankful for; a healthy baby girl (are there age 
restrictions for NYSARC reports?), a loving family, not to mention a wonderful 
network of birding friends, but on that Thanksgiving I was most thankful for one 
thing. I didn't miss it. 

23 November, Montauk to Mecox  Doug Gochfeld, Brooklyn 
After seeing the Barnacle Goose in Rusty’s field and the Clay-colored Sparrow 
on the path at the Deep Hollow Ranch, Shane Blodgett and Doug Gochfeld  
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NYBG – NY Botannical Gardens, BRON; OMNSA – Oceanside Marine Nature 
Study Area NASS; OP – Orient Pt SUFF; PB – Pike’s Beach, Westhampton 
SUFF, PL – Pt Lookout NASS; PP – Prospect P KING; Riv sod fields – CR 105 
& 43, Sound Av & Doctor’s Path, Riverhead SUFF;  RMSP – Robert Moses SP 
SUFF; RRes – Ridgewood Reservoir QUEE; Sagg – Sagaponack Pd SUFF; 
Shinn – Shinnecock In SUFF; TRCP – Theodore Roosevelt CP, Mtk SUFF; 
VCP – Van Cortland P BRON.

WHISTLING-DUCKS - VULTURES 
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE: DHR 18 Nov 
thru (PJL, SSM!, mob), intro.
Greater White-fronted Goose: ad 
Maratooka L, Cutchogue SUFF 4 Nov, 
joined by 2nd 5 Nov, with 1 through 28 Nov 
(P.Gillen); 3 Grumman 11 Nov (RJK); 
Short’s Pd, Bridgehampton SUFF 22 Nov 
(DN). 
Snow Goose: arr 7 RMSP 8 Oct (K&SF). 
Brant: a few lingered from summer, e.g., 
Shinn 1 Sep; 10,000 Jam Bay 28 Oct, 
included many young, indicating another 
good breeding season (AnW). 
BARNACLE GOOSE: DHR 30 Oct thru 
(VB, mob!). 
Mute Swan: 250 Jam Bay 3 Sep. 
Tundra Swan: 2 Hook Pd, EH 11 Nov thru 
(HMc, mob). 
Wood Duck: 28 Long Pd, Sag Harbor 
SUFF 20 Sep (HMc). 
Gadwall: 200 Jam Bay 3 Sep. 
Eurasian Wigeon: three reports: m PP 28-
31 Oct (SN); m Jam Bay 27 Oct-17 Nov; 
imm m Setauket Mill Pd SUFF 18 Nov (JO). 
Blue-winged Teal: 15-20 Jam Bay 1 Sep. 
N. Shoveler: 50 Jam Bay 3 Sep; 230 Jam 
Bay 17 Nov. 
N. Pintail: 1-2 m DHR 11 Nov thru, unus 
loc.
Green-winged Teal: 55 Hook Pd, EH 11 
Nov (AnW). 
Ring-necked Duck: 67 Duryea’s Pd, Mtk 
11 Nov (HMc, AnW), good count. 
King Eider: 1Y m JBWE 23 Nov (BF), 
only report. 
Com. Eider: scattered reports of small 
numbers from w LI vantages 8 Oct thru, 
continuing trend of recent yrs. 
Harlequin Duck: arr m Ditch Plains, Mtk 
23 Nov (AnW); f PL 28 Nov. 
Com. Goldeneye: no reports; perhaps warm 
winter, open water north delayed arr. 
Com. Merganser: arr 5 Hook Pd, EH 11 
Nov (HMc, AnW). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Dune Rd SUFF 25 Oct 
and Captree I SUFF 29 Oct, unus locs 
(J&GF). 
Horned Grebe: arr 2 GKP 30 Oct (JT); EH 
3 Nov (AnW). 
Eared Grebe: cont from summer Jam Bay 
thru 8 Sep. 
Cory's Shearwater: “a couple” Hudson 
Valley shelf pelagic 16 Sep (PGu et al).  
AUDUBON’S SHEARWATER: 2 Hudson
Valley shelf pelagic 16 Sep (PGu et al). 
Wilson's Storm-Petrel: “modest numbers” 
Hudson Valley shelf pelagic 16 Sep (PGu et 
al).
WHITE-FACED STORM-PETREL: 
Hudson Valley shelf pelagic 16 Sep (PGu et 
al).
N. Gannet: 9000 RMSP 3 Nov. 
Double-crested Cormorant: 300 Jam Bay 
3 Sep; 700 JBWE 15 Sep, feeding flock; 
2200 migr RMSP 3 Nov. 
Great Cormorant: arr juv Springs EH 22 
Sep (AnW). 
MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD: L 
Montauk SUFF 1 Sep (fide HMc), cont from 
Aug? 
Am. Bittern: arr VCP 29 Sep (YG); Dune 
Rd SUFF 30 Sep (S. Biasetti). 
Great Blue Heron: 24 migr JBWE 28 Oct, 
many (SyS). 
Snowy Egret: Dune Rd near Shinn 18 Nov 
(RG), getting late. 
Little Blue Heron: last imm Jam Bay 28 
Oct (J Ask). 
Cattle Egret: 2 Mecox SUFF 17 Nov (JO). 
BLACK VULTURE (R10): 2 CP 13 Oct; 
N Manhattan NEWY 16 Nov (YG); 6 40th

Ave & 214th Pl QUEE 23 Nov (EM), very 
unus for LI. 
Turkey Vulture: numerous reports thru 
Oct, most from e LI. 

HAWKS-ALCIDS 
Osprey: 184 FIHW 29 Sep, record one-day 
total; season total of 417 also a record. 
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connected with the Pink-footed Goose, 45-50 Red Crossbills, 46 American 
Pipits, and several Horned Larks at Teddy Roosevelt County Park. Then it was 
on to Montauk Point, where there were more surprises in store. 

As soon as we pulled into the parking lot at the Point we ran into a couple of 
birders looking at, of all things, an Ovenbird, one of the most unexpected birds 
of the day, in the same shrubs as an immature White-crowned Sparrow. 
Satisfied, we went to scope the point. There was a single Brant, most notable as 
our fourth goose species of the day. Shawn and Mike were already there and 
they had a first cycle Iceland Gull, already ID'd, sitting on the rocks right in 
front of the concession stand. They also called a flyby Common Redpoll that we 
may have overlooked without their help. Satisfied we went back to the Ranch 
where it was round three in our quest for the Ash-throated. It had been seen ten 
minutes before we got there, but round three would turn out just as the other two 
tries, and Ash-throated would be our only disappointing miss of the day. We 
then worked back to the west making three stops before we ran out of steam 
(a.k.a. light). 
 At Hook Pond, we found the two previously reported Tundra Swans. 
Scoping Sagaponack Pond, with the wind whipping directly in our faces, we 
managed to find some Bonaparte's Gulls, and Shane picked out a very late 
Lesser Yellowlegs. Then as we scoped the ocean (picking up the usuals), I 
noticed two passerines whiz by east-to-west, but was sluggish in calling them 
out until they were already past us and zipping to the west. I called out 
swallows, but they were gone very fast, and Shane was never able to get on 
them. Disappointed at missing good looks at two potential Cave Swallows, we 
packed it in and headed over to Mecox Bay, hoping for a good gull or maybe 
some more swallows. 
 Within two minutes of scoping directly east down the beach for swallows 
(and while I had briefly turned to the northwest to survey the pond itself) Shane 
yelled that there were swallows right there. Four swallows buzzed me, almost 
hitting me, but again neither of us got any definitive looks at them, except that 
they reminded us of Tree Swallows, if anything. 
 We redoubled our vigilance, and were very soon rewarded with a distant 
swallow coming towards us from the east. We ID'd it as a Cave Swallow,  
and as it drew adjacent to us it got blown directly out to the south, so far out 
over the ocean that we lost sight of it, before I yelled "it's right here!" 
 It wasn't the same bird of course, but it sure was a Cave Swallow. I got 
excellent looks as the bird appeared right in front of us to the east, but instead of 
continuing it went back over the dunes to the east where it zipped back 
and forth a couple of times, almost landing, before continuing east where it 
glanced off the window of a house on the dunes and we lost sight of it.  
I got exceptional looks at this life bird, and couldn't have been happier with 
every single field mark. 
 We ended up with five views of Cave Swallow, which constituted four  
or five different birds. Hugh McGuinness showed up for a brief time, and got a 
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look at the fourth bird, before it too disappeared out of sight over  
the ocean. 
 An amazing (and exhausting) day out east! 

23 November, Hither Hills State Park & 24 November, Montauk Dump 
Angus Wilson, New York City and Springs, East Hampton 
While most visiting birders were content with the avian riches in the Deep 
Hollow valley, Rita’s horse farm and Montauk Point, I couldn’t help thinking 
that additional rarities might lurk in the other areas of good habitat on the 
eastern tip of the South Fork. Here are two brief vignettes from one weekend 
that bring home this point. 
 Throughout the season, I’d been popping into the parking lot above the 
campgrounds at Hither Hills State Park just west of Montauk, a raised vantage 
point that offers good views along the beach towards Napeague, the sandy 
isthmus that separates Montauk from the rest of Long Island. This accessible 
area has scattered vegetation that often holds migrant landbirds. On the morning 
of 23 November I was greeted by clear blue skies and a steady northwest wind 
that had been pushing throughout the night. Ideal conditions, I thought, to 
sweep migrants across the Sound onto the eastern end of Long Island. Some 
newly arrived American Tree Sparrows and Snow Buntings were scratching 
around the abandoned camp sites and a huge congregation of Northern Gannets 
and Laughing Gulls were feeding over schooling fish. 
 As I walked over the narrow dune onto the beach to watch the frenzy,  
I noticed a small bird flitting towards me down the beach. After a moment of 
puzzlement, I realized this was a tiny swallow and immediately snapped  
my binoculars onto it. I could see that the throat was brick red as was the 
forehead, with a dark band separating the two like a miniature mask of Zorro.  
As the swallow sped past, I also noted the dark back, square rump patch of a 
similar color to the throat and the short, squared tail - CAVE SWALLOW!  
As the bird headed west down the dunes, I dialed Hugh McGuinness who 
picked up almost instantly. “OK, what have you got?” he asked knowingly. It 
was gratifying to learn that later that day, he and others were to see several  
Cave Swallows at Mecox, 18.5 miles to the southwest. No doubt these were part 
of the same incursion but unfortunately, disappeared as quickly as they  
had arrived. 
 The next day, I repeated my tour of potential migrant traps en route to Deep 
Hollow, this time checking the former Montauk town dump. The landfill has 
been capped and is covered by waist high grass, but it offers a magnificent view 
across Block Island Sound and has a rich history as a vagrant trap. After only a 
few minutes walking through the grass, I heard an unfamiliar “Widit” call and 
looked up to see a Western Kingbird fly over my head and perch briefly on the 
boundary fence. Ah ha! Vindication! With two in Deep Hollow and a third I had 
spotted hawking insects in the yard of the Ranger Housing at Montauk Point, it 
seemed reasonable to count this as a remarkable fourth Western Kingbird in 
Montauk. 
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Kingbird, seen only on the date just mentioned. A beautiful Pink-footed 
Goose, discovered on 18 November and much studied through season’s end and 
beyond, occurred under circumstances of date and location strongly suggestive 
of natural occurrence. It is worth noting, however, that this bird was preceded by 
at least two individuals of this species in Suffolk County: one at Timber Point 
Golf Course, Great River in the late 1970’s (fide Mike Cooper) and one at 
Spring Lake Golf Course, Middle Island 19 January 1991 (NYSARC, Kingbird 
43: 23). The former was evidently never reviewed; the latter was deemed 
“identity accepted, origin uncertain.” The Committee’s decision was at odds 
with other authorities, cf. the universally favorable views expressed for even the 
first modern North American record, from Newfoundland in 1980 (American 
Birds 34: 755; AOU Check-list, 6th edition, p. 65). Furthermore NYSARC’s 
characterization of the species as “frequently held in captivity” is inconsistent 
with the conclusions of other committees (e.g., The Avian Records Committee 
of Connecticut’s determination that only some 30 individuals were held 
continent-wide: Eighth Report, 1998, Connecticut Warbler 18: 162-179). An 
accelerating series of records (15 by 2002, cited in the ABA Checklist, 6th

edition, p. 70, plus annual records more recently) has accrued on the heels of a 
major expansion of the Greenlandic breeding population (e.g., Fox et al. 1989, 
Population dynamics of Icelandic-nesting geese, 1960-1987; Ornis Scandinavica
20: 289-297). 
 Having completed a more or less final draft of the foregoing, SSM made a 
curious discovery while hunting something down in an old issue of American 
Birds. In passage after passage, Ken Able’s “Changing Seasons” essay for fall 
1972 presaged the main points of this fall’s Region 10 report: “Nearly all 
regional editors reported the migration as ‘average’ or ‘normal’, noting few 
obvious waves or groundings of birds....The generally uneventful migration 
stands in stark contrast to the unprecedented eruption of boreal and montane 
species. Virtually every species known to stage periodic invasions took part in 
some area of the country this year.” The parallels continue, right down to the 
tiniest details, such as July and August movements of Tennessee and Myrtle 
warblers south of their breeding areas! I include this comparison here as an 
invitation to students of irruptions, to look for climatic or other parallels that 
might provide a more general explanation of correlated invasions. 

****** 

With sorrow we note the untimely passing on 18 October of Al Ott, beloved 
fellow birder and staunch conservationist. Donna Schulman’s touching 
memoriam to Al appears in the previous issue, KB 57:4, pp. 286-287. Please 
note that the information in that article regarding donations has changed. For 
anyone wishing to contribute to Al Ott's efforts to preserve the Ridgewood 
Reservoir, checks should be made out and mailed to Highland Park Ridgewood 
Reservoir Alliance, PO Box 790325, Middle Village, NY 11379. We regret that 
in our Region 10 report in KB 57:4 we mistakenly reported the date of Al’s 
death as 19 October. 
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memories of 1995, 1997, and 1999, prompted SSM to predict five correlated 
phenomena: 1) a notable irruption of Red-breasted Nuthatches during the fall; 2) 
a pulse of mid-summer molt-migrants, representing forest-breeding Neotropical 
migrants; 3) a larger than usual Labor Day flight of Myrtle Warblers, including 
birds that had not finished molting (this late Aug-early Sep flight is discrete 
from the "normal" arrival of fresh-plumaged birds that commences in late 
September); 4) a larger than usual Labor Day flight of Purple Finches (again, a 
phenomenon distinct from the regular Oct-Nov flights); and 5) a larger than 
usual coastal flight of "resident" woodland breeders: Downy and Hairy 
woodpeckers, Blue Jay, Black-capped Chickadee, and White-breasted Nuthatch. 
 Predictions 1 and 3-5 were verified with robust evidence. Even #2 was 
supported to some extent by a molt-migrant Worm-eating Warbler at Fort Tilden 
and a mid-summer Blackpoll Warbler in Prospect Park. The correlation of all 
these events involving such disparate birds suggests a regional mechanism 
relating to climate or whole ecological communities. In the past, these kinds of 
flights have tended to occur during and after dry summers in the interior. 
 Considering the more strictly boreal species, we read this season’s 
forecasts by Ron Pittaway (Ontario) and Matt Young (central New York State) 
with great interest. Their analyses, based on detailed data concerning the 
abundance and distribution of particular food sources, predicted some of the 
fall’s events very well, especially in their target regions of southern Ontario and 
central New York State. But these forecasts didn't really prepare us coastal 
observers for the series of events we observed this fall on Fire Island: our first 
redpolls in late October, a White-winged Crossbill on 4 November, and the first 
of what would be many Red Crossbills on 5 November, but a complete absence 
of Pine Grosbeak and no Bohemian Waxwings or Evening Grosbeaks until 
December, and very few even then. Although 2007 may have seen the earliest 
and biggest incursion ever for Bohemian Waxwings in the northeastern United 
States, the Pine Grosbeak flight never equaled several recent flights from a few 
decades ago, when flocks reached Fire Island and Block Island. From a coastal 
perspective, the Evening Grosbeak flight was absolutely paltry compared with 
what was routine here just a couple of decades ago. The Pine Siskin flight was 
heavy, but never rivaled that of 1999, when counts exceeded 1,000 per day at 
Fire Island. The redpoll flight was earlier and heavier than most years, 
comparable to 93-94, 97-98, 99-00, and 01-02. The main (October-November) 
Purple Finch flight was about normal for a good year; what was more unusual 
was the magnitude of the late August-early September pulse. Both crossbills, 
although receiving little attention ahead of time, showed better than usual along 
the coast, where they are usually completely absent. But numbers can’t be 
compared with the big flights of 97-98 and 99-00 and various big flights from 
the late 60's and early 70's. 
 Another area in which this fall excelled involved vagrants. At Montauk, a 
version of the Patagonia Picnic Table Effect played out ad absurdum from 13 
October right through to the CBC, an account of which appears elsewhere in this 
issue. A few years after discerning the state’s first Pacific Golden-Plover, Andy 
Baldelli’s keen eye added another bird to the state list: a stunning Cassin’s
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24 November, Rita’s Horse Farm  Seth Ausubel, Queens 
2007 was an amazing year for New York State birders, and the long 
Thanksgiving weekend was quite a time at Montauk. On Thanksgiving Day, I 
saw most of the rarities at Deep Hollow Ranch, including the Pink-footed 
Goose, Barnacle Goose, two Western Kingbirds, Clay-colored Sparrow, and 30 
Red Crossbills. But the Ash-throated Flycatcher had eluded me. On Saturday 24 
November, I was urged east again by my friend Gene Herskovics. 
 Despite a cold north wind that morning, the geese and crossbills were most 
obliging at Deep Hollow. But the Ash-throated Flycatcher was not to be seen. 
Late in the morning, the wind was still blowing strong, but the sun's warmth was 
noticeable. I was inspired to try the next corral to the west, Rita's Stables. This 
spot, about a mile from Deep Hollow Ranch, has all the right qualities for those 
western rarities on a windy November day: a large corral sheltered by thick 
brush and with a southern exposure, a long fence line, and a pond. The livestock 
provides great fodder for insects, and thus flycatchers. 
 It's a short walk to the corral area, and within a minute, I spotted a 
flycatcher along the western fence line. Before I could get my binoculars up, it 
flew across the corral to the north and disappeared into the brush. Gene noticed 
it too, and we both shouted "Ash-throated!?" But we had to get a better look to 
eliminate Eastern Phoebe and other Myiarchus species (yeah, right). 
 The local stallion had the afternoon out of the barn. As we noticed him, it 
was clear that he had already noticed us. He seemed a bit proud and ornery. We 
walked around the back of the corral, outside the fence. The fence was flimsy, 
indeed. I wondered aloud whether the thin wires along the top were live. 
Bravely, we pushed on. 
 Suddenly, the stallion whinnied. He snorted and stomped! His nostrils 
flared! He charged toward us at full gallop! His eyes glared, seeming to be on 
fire! At about 20 yards, he suddenly stopped. I looked into his black eye. He 
snorted again. Then he turned around, and started munching contentedly on 
some hay. I'm sure our excellent birder etiquette saved us. 
 Anyway, we quickly located and got good looks at the Ash-throated 
Flycatcher. The bird stayed for a week or more. We got out of there before the 
stallion finished his hay. 

3 December, Startop Estates  Douglas J. Futuyma, Stony Brook 
Fellow Long Island birder Doug Futuyma had been following these events 
vicariously while birding in southern Chile. Reading his email, he wondered at 
first if some of the subject lines were meant specifically for him as he birded the 
original Patagonia! When he finally got back and made his way out to Montauk, 
he added a chapter of his own to the legacy of “the Effect.” 

On the pleasantly overcast, mild morning of December 3, 2007, a Monday, I 
arrived at Deep Hollow Ranch at 8:30 in search of the rarities that had been 
reported, especially the Pink-footed Goose, a species I had not seen in New 
York. I soon located the Barnacle Goose grazing with Canada geese on the 
privately owned hillside at Startop Ranch, but despite hours of searching, could 



 The Kingbird 2008 March; 58 (1) 10

not find my main quarry. At about 1:30, as the arrival of a front brought strong, 
cold winds from the northwest, I encountered Jimmy Woodward and Nealand 
Hill, visiting from Oklahoma City, at Third House in Teddy Roosevelt County 
Park. They had seen the Pink-footed that morning to the north of Third House, 
but were desperately searching for the Barnacle Goose. I told them where I had 
seen it hours before, and they, in turn, accompanied me to a rise from which we 
could see an obscured dark-headed goose close to where they had seen the Pink-
footed. I guessed that it might be better visible from the hilltop in Startop Estates 
(it was not, in the event), so I drove there and followed a trail of trodden grass 
uphill, in what I thought was public (or at least not signed) property. 
 There I found the Barnacle Goose still in place, even as the Oklahomans 
arrived below, so I waved them up to join me. As they (visually) devoured the 
goose, a bird alighted on a railing about 70 yards away. I was astonished to see 
in my telescope a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, apparently an immature with  
an only moderately long tail. It was all I could do to turn the visitors’ attention 
from the Barnacle Goose to a bird they can see daily in season at home,  
but I wanted other observers to corroborate this sighting, should the bird not be 
seen again. Almost as soon as they got on the bird and confirmed it, the owner 
of the property drove in and vehemently let us know that we were trespassing, 
so we reluctantly descended to the road and had a distressingly brief study  
of the now considerably more distant flycatcher before it disappeared behind  
a hedgerow (just where we had been standing!). Moments later, Vicki 
Bustamante, whom I had called, arrived from her nearby home, but the bird did 
not reappear in the next 20 minutes while we waited together from this lower 
vantage point. I departed with mixed feelings of elation at having spotted  
a notable bird (my first Scissor-tailed Flycatcher for the state) and anxiety that it 
might not be seen by other New York birders. Happily, Hugh McGuinness  
saw the flycatcher early the next morning, as did many other people through  
14 December. 

15 Dec, Amagansett  Bryan Pfeiffer, Plainfield, Vermont
Minutes before finding a Least Flycatcher on the Mountauk Christmas Count, I 
was thinking about The Pig. A landmark on the count, The Pig lived in a pen 
near the Amagansett train station. Over the years we would often find decent 
birds near The Pig: Brown Thrasher, Yellow-breasted Chat, Chipping Sparrow, 
for example. 
 The Pig was gone in 2007. But a nice bird was there nevertheless: Least 
Flycatcher. At first only an Empidonax species, a better find had fluttered in my 
imagination. Its short primary projection was obvious. Its bill, at first glance, 
seemed small and narrow. Satisfied that the bird itself was satisfied, actively 
feeding along a hedgerow and unlikely to go anywhere, I called Hugh 
McGuinness and told him to stop at the car and haul along my camera gear. 
 Yet even before Hugh and other birders arrived, my visions of Dusky 
Flycatcher or a “Western” Flycatcher had faded. A better look at the bill, eye-
ring, throat and other plumage made it clear this individual was a Least 
Flycatcher. Not a huge discovery, but I was happy nonetheless to have 
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 In many respects, this fall’s migration was unexceptional, featuring neither 
surfeit nor dearth of fine mornings of birding. Most species were encountered in 
numbers and contexts conforming to recent norms, and the number of species 
for which we were unable to find any noteworthy reports was larger than usual. 
Scarce species for which reasonably complete data were collected include: Red-
headed Woodpecker (4), Western Kingbird (8-9), Cave Swallow (8), Orange-
crowned Warbler (10-13), Clay-colored Sparrow (10-19), Lark Sparrow (4), 
Vesper Sparrow (10), Blue Grosbeak (19), and Dickcissel (9-11). The ranges of 
values indicate uncertainties arising from potential duplication. More unusual, 
although very much in line with recent trends, was the record total of 6 Ash-
throated Flycatchers. Perhaps we will become used to tallying more Ash-
throats than Lark Sparrows! Another memorable highlight of the fall migration 
was the big hawk flight on Fire Island on 29 September, which featured record-
breaking daily totals for N. Harrier (168), Osprey (184), and Merlin (319). Still, 
for most waterfowl, waders, shorebirds, larids, and landbirds, fall 2007 was 
simply normal. 
 Having said all this, we must emphasize one really exceptional trend for the 
season: fall 2007 will be remembered for decades to come as the year when all 
of the irruptive species irrupted. It is not an exaggeration to state that almost 
every species ever suspected of making irruptive movements in northeastern 
North America was on the move this season. If one includes a few reports from 
beyond Region 10 and adds a dose of December’s hindsight, the list of actors 
included: regionally unfamiliar and highly sought after species, such as 
Bohemian Waxwing and Evening and Pine grosbeaks; regularly occurring 
irruptives that are absent for years at a time, such as both crossbills, and 
Common Redpoll; such generally hard to find birds as Northern Goshawk, 
Rough-legged Hawk, Snowy Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, and Northern 
Shrike; our most familiar irruptives, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Pine Siskin, and 
Purple Finch; a suite of familiar woodland-breeding birds that many birders 
scarcely think of as migrating at all - Downy and Hairy woodpeckers, Blue Jay, 
Black-capped Chickadee, and White-breasted Nuthatch; even Gray Jay and 
Boreal Chickadee began what amounted to irruptions for them in the anemic 
sense of the last fifty years, but neither approached our Region closely. 
 The mystery and appeal of irruptive species are great, and many birders 
invest a lot of effort in trying to understand and predict the scope, magnitude, 
and distribution of these events. The traditional approach focuses on the 
specialized dietary requirements of some irruptive species and seeks to correlate 
big southward movements with a combination of generally large population 
sizes and poor food supply in northern areas. A more agnostic alternative model 
is based on the observation that the irruptions of some species, even ecologically 
disparate ones with widely varying diets, tend to occur in the same years. The 
overall fortunes of species that share similar habitats over large portions of their 
breeding ranges might be expected to appear linked—for instance if multiple 
species were to respond similarly to broad-scale factors, such as weather trends. 
 The irruptions of 2007 commenced with a wave of exceptionally early Red-
breasted Nuthatches on Long Island during June. This observation, along with 
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White-throated Sparrow: arr 24 Sep. 
White-crowned Sparrow:10 LNP 13 Oct; 
15 MC 16 Oct; 23 Bowdoin Pk, 
Poughkeepsie 7 Nov; many scattered 
reports, more than typical. 
Dark-eyed Junco: arr 15 Oct. 
Snow Bunting: Hook Mt 28,29 Oct; 3 
Piermont Pier 4 Nov; 20 LaGrangeville 8 
Nov;12 Nyack 10 Nov; EGR 12,28 Nov; 5 
LNP 14 Oct; 2 Neversink 18 Nov; 2 CPP 17 
Nov. 
Red-winged Blackbird: 1000 MC 5 Nov. 
Rusty Blackbird: 2 MC 29 Oct; 6 MC 5 
Nov. 
Com. Grackle: 1000 MC 8 Nov. 
Boat-tailed Grackle: MC 13, 25 Sep (TB). 
Pine Grosbeak: 8 Neversink 17 Nov; 12 
Neversink 18 Nov (LV); 9 Parksville 19 
Nov (JH,ABo). 

White-winged Crossbill: Clinton Corners 
13,14 Oct (ABu). 
Red Crossbill: Parksville 19 Nov. 
Com. Redpoll: 50 Neversink 18 Nov; 150 
Claryville 19 Nov; Rhinebeck 30 Nov. 
Pine Siskin: scattered report starting third 
week of Sep; 14 Bashakill 27 Oct; 13 
Ardsley 16 Nov; 10 Claryville 19 Nov. 
Am. Goldfinch: 200 MC 5 Nov. 
Evening Grosbeak: 23 Summitville Hawk 
Watch 28 Oct; 2 Tuxedo 28 Oct; 12 
Millbrook 3 Nov; Rye Brook 4 Nov; 40 
Neversink 18 Nov; 2 ROCK 16 Nov. 

(973) 252-2712 (work) (914) 237-9331 (h) 
E-mail: BochnikM@cs.com

===
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Patricia J. Lindsay
28 Mystic Circle, Bay Shore, NY 11706 

pjlindsay@optonline.net 

S. S. Mitra 
Biology Department, College Staten Island, 
2800 Victory Blvd., Staten Island, NY 10314 

mitra@mail.csi.cuny.edu 

September’s mean temperature at Islip was 67.2°F, 1.4° above normal. Central 
Park hit 88° on the 8th, and high temperatures were recorded at Islip on the 26th 
(79°) and 29th (78°). Precipitation totaled 1.3", 2.08" below normal. For 
October, the mean temperature at Islip was 61.1°, a substantial 6.8° above 
normal; similarly, Central Park’s 63.6° mean was 7.0° higher than normal. A 
recording of 88° at Islip on the 8th set a new monthly record. November’s mean 
temperature was 43.0°, 1.9° lower than the long-term average. Precipitation 
totaling 3.21" was 0.65" less than usual. Tropical Storm Noel traveled up the 
eastern US seaboard, reaching us on 3 November. Long Island escaped major 
damage but was buffeted by 40 mph gusts from the NNE (higher winds were 
recorded offshore) and heavy rain. Seawatching from the South Shore was 
disappointing; however, storm-related birds recorded by Angus Wilson 
from north facing vantages and from sheltered ponds on the south fork  
included approximately 5000 Laughing Gulls, 26 Bonaparte’s Gulls, and 2 
Forster’s Terns. 
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contributed to the avalanche of Tyrannidae on the 2007 Montauk count. I like to 
think The Pig would have approved. 

15 Dec, Rita’s Stables Bobby Berlingeri, Elmont 
Having worked the "Lake West" section of the Montauk CBC for the past few 
years, we've learned how to carefully manage our time and plan an itinerary to 
maximize productivity. Hugh McGuinness, the count compiler, mentioned to 
Rich Kelly, our area leader, that a relative newcomer to the area named Rich 
Kaskin was hoping to participate. Janice Berlingeri and I were happy to have 
him along for the day. 
 Starting at the Harbor as we always do, I was immediately impressed with 
Rich’s seawatching ability, which equally carried over in our search for land 
birds. Knowing that an Ash-throated Flycatcher had been seen at Rita's Stables 
earlier in the season, our hope was that this bird had survived and was still 
lingering in the area. Certainly a long shot, but within reason with the several 
species of flycatchers being seen by many in Montauk this fall. 
 I chose to cover Rita's during the afternoon hours, knowing that the sun 
angle and sunny areas would then be most conducive for activity, and they were. 
We started where Old West Lake Drive meets with Route 27 and worked west 
along a path leading toward the Horse Farm. When got up to the end of the path, 
where one has an over-view of the farm, we all heard a soft call note coming 
from the hedge to our right. Rich, having lived in Texas for a time immediately 
recognized the call as that of an Ash-throat. It only took us seconds before we all 
had clear views of the bird, within about 20 feet for about 30 seconds. The bird 
moved north to some private residences over the next few minutes, remaining 
out of sight, though occasionally calling, for the next 15 minutes or so. During 
this period, I called both Rich Kelly and Hugh McGuinness to tell of the 
discovery. Hugh commented: "You just found the fifth flycatcher species of the 
day!" This proved to be a slight overstatement, because a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher which had been present at Deep Hollow through the previous day 
failed to show up on the day of the count. Still, four count-day flycatchers plus 
another count-week species added up to quite an accomplishment for this most 
memorable CBC day which many of us will never forget! 

15 Dec, Deep Hollow  Patricia Lindsay, Bay Shore
This year’s Montauk CBC was poignant for me, because my traditional Lake 
East territory encompasses Deep Hollow, adding an extra personal layer to the 
task of seeking several of the birds described above for the records of this 
venerable CBC. Also, for the first time ever, Shai Mitra, my constant 
companion, was joining me at Lake East, after several years’ absence following 
his years with the rival Lake West group. Over the course of a beautiful day we 
dutifully recorded the Pink-footed and Barnacle geese, one of the Western 
Kingbirds was tallied in Point South’s portion of the Hollow, and other amazing 
finds were made, as described above. But we could not find the Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher. In searching for it we found or re-found an Osprey, an Eastern 
Phoebe, Orange-crowned and Palm warblers, Rusty Blackbird, Red Crossbills, 



and more. The compilation was rivetting as news of the day’s successes and 
failures (mostly successes), as well as the perennial cloak and dagger intrigues 
of inter-party poachings, were revealed, and this unique season was concluded 
with an impressive tally of 135 species. Also striking was this season’s sense of 
collective enterprise, which although always a central merit of the CBCs, was 
unusually rich this year—something I hope these interwoven narratives express. 
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Rough-legged Hawk: LNP 15 Oct; 2 
Chestnut Ridge 9 Nov; Rhinebeck 30 Nov. 
Golden Eagle: Spring Valley 2 Oct; 
Chestnut Ridge 12 Oct; Summitville Hawk 
Watch 13 Oct; Mt Peter 14,16 Oct; Hook Mt 
22 Oct; 3 Summitville Hawk Watch 28 Oct; 
Amenia 4 Nov; Mt Peter 8 Nov; 2 Stissing 
Mt 27 Nov. 
Am. Kestrel: 39 Hook Mt 5 Sep; 42 
Chestnut Ridge 13 Sep; 41 Hook Mt 15 Sep; 
18 LNP 14 Oct; 30 Mt Peter 28 Oct. 
Merlin: 9 LNP 14 Oct; 7 LNP 20 Oct; 6 
Hook Mt 21 Oct. 
Clapper Rail: 1-2 MC 5,5,26 Sep; 3 MC 5 
Oct.
Sora: Rhinebeck 18 Sep. 
Am. Coot: MC 26 Oct. 
Black-bellied Plover: 3 MC 28 Sep; 9 MC 
1 Nov. 
Am. Golden-Plover: 1-2 Wallkill NWR, 
Pine Island area 1,2 Sep (C&KF,JH); MC 12 
Sep; Morningside Park 15, 22 Sep (LV, JH). 
Semipalmated Plover: 6 MC 4 Sep. 
Killdeer: 26 MC 12 Sep. 
Am. Oystercatcher: Rye 21 Sep; EGR 29 
Nov. 
Greater Yellowlegs: 8 MC 30 Oct. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: MC 12,27 Sep. 
Spotted Sandpiper: 8 Dennings Pt 4 Sep. 
Ruddy Turnstone: EGR 28 Nov. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: 12 MC 4 Sep. 
Least Sandpiper: 6 MC 5 Sep. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: Liberty Marsh, 
Wallkill NWR 1,2 Sep (JH). 
Purple Sandpiper: 6 EGR 28 Nov. 
Dunlin: 2 MC 16 Oct; 7 Swan L 27 Oct; 8 
MC 1 Nov. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: 7 MC 4 Sep. 
Wilson’s Phalarope: Liberty Marsh, 
Wallkill NWR 1 Sep (JH). 
Laughing Gull: 200 EGR 27 Oct; 8 EGR 
29 Nov. 
Bonaparte's Gull: MC 1,16 Nov. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Monticello 24 
Nov
Black-legged Kittiwake: Glenmere Lake, 
Florida 21 Nov (CG,CM). 
Caspian Tern: 2 MC 27 Sep (TB). 
Forster’s Tern: 28 MC 17 Oct; 20 EGR 23 
Oct; 63 EGR 4 Nov. 
Black Tern: Denning’s Point 10 Sep (TM); 
Wallkill NWR 10 Sep (RS); EGR 27 Oct 
(TB). 

PIGEONS - WOODPECKERS 
Short-eared Owl: 4 SGNWR 8,24 Nov; 8 
SGNWR 28 Nov. 

ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD: SULL 29 Oct 
– 22 Nov (RD, JH, VF), 2nd record for NYS, 
found dead 22 Nov, specimen now at 
AMNH, intro.

FLYCATCHERS - WAXWINGS 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Mt Peter 4 Sep. 
SAY’S PHOEBE: Westchester Community 
College 16 Sep (DP), 1st WEST record. 
N. Shrike: Kiamesha L, Monticello 27,28 
Oct; SGNWR 31 Oct -30 Nov; Amenia 14 
Nov ; Neversink 18-26 Nov; Hyde Park 28 
Nov. 
Philadelphia Vireo: 2 Vanderbilt 12 Sep; 3 
Bashakill 16 Sep; Verbank 22 Sep. 
CAVE SWALLOW: 2 Greenwood Lake, 
Orange County 9-12 Nov (CM). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: arr early Sep. 
Marsh Wren: 7 MC 6 Sep. 
Am. Pipit: LNP 14 Oct; 100 Bashakill 24 
Oct; 3 Neversink Res 27 Oct; 30 Callicoon 
Center 28 Oct; 6 CPP 17 Nov. 
Cedar Waxwing: 100 MC 8,16 Nov; 110 
LaGrange 21 Nov. 

WARBLERS 
Tennessee Warbler: Bashakill 1 Sep. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: LNP 13 Oct. 
Nashville Warbler: 5 Bashakill 16 Sep. 
Cape May Warbler: Bashakill 2 Sep. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Yonkers 17 
Nov. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: 1-2 Bashakill 1,2 
Sep.
Connecticut Warbler: Poughquag 8 Sep 
(HT, CP); Walden Cemetery 13 Sep 
(CG,CM); MC 26 Sep (TB); LPN 29 Sept 
(PS).
Mourning Warbler: MC 5 Sep; Bashakill 
16 Sep; Rye Nature Center 25 Sep;  MC 27 
Sep.
Wilson’s Warbler: MC 12,18 Nov. 

TANAGERS - WEAVERS 
Am. Tree Sparrow: FOS 18 Nov. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: Stony Kill 20,22 
Oct (SG; PB); LNP 22,23 Oct (PS, MB,JO). 
Vesper Sparrow: 2 CPP 17 Nov. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Liberty Marsh, 
Wallkill NWR 1 Sep (RSt). 
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: MC 27 
Sep; 6 MC 2 Oct; 2 MC 30 Oct; MC 1 Nov. 
Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow: 5 MC 
27 Sep. 
Song Sparrow: 50 MC 15 Oct. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: many reports in 
October 
Swamp Sparrow: 30 MC 1 Nov. 




