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WINTER WATERFOWL COUNT, JANUARY 2015 
 

Bill Ostrander 
80 Westmont Avenue 

Elmira, New York 14905 
browncreeper@gmail.com 

 
A total of 344 volunteers went into the field 17-25 January 2015 and conducted 
the New York State Ornithological Association’s January Waterfowl Count. The 
volunteers logged 861 hours and counted 340,517 waterfowl. The methodology 
of the count was described in detail by B. L. Swift (2007: January waterfowl 
counts, 2005-2007, and some observations on long-term trends. The Kingbird 
57:198-213). 
 

WEATHER CONDITIONS 
Weather data from Buffalo, Ithaca, Plattsburgh, Kingston, and Islip showed that 
temperatures were generally mild through December. During January, overnight 
temperatures throughout the state fell to single digits on several evenings before 
the start of the count period. In the central and northern part of the state, 
overnight temperatures fell well below 0º F. Consequently still and slow-moving 
water was frozen through much of the state during the count period. 
 

RESULTS 
In this summary, I will compare this year’s numbers with those of the decade, 
2001-2010. The 2015 total count, mentioned above, was less than the decade 
average of 383,706. Nevertheless, it was well within the standard deviation for 
that decade. The total was about 40,000 less than the 2014 count. The counts of 
geese, diving ducks, and non-Anseriformes waterfowl were below the decade 
average, but within that decade’s standard deviation. The swan and dabbling 
duck counts were significantly above the decade average. 

Counts for 15 species were above the previous decade’s average. Of these, 
White-fronted Goose, Tundra Swan, Gadwall, Green-winged Teal, Redhead, 
and Common Eider were outside the standard deviation of the previous decade. 
The count of 2724 Tundra Swans was the highest since the count began in 1973. 

Counts for 24 species were below the previous decade’s average. Those 
outside the standard deviation of the previous decade were Mute Swan, Wood 
Duck, American Wigeon, Northern Shoveler, Surf Scoter, Common Goldeneye, 
Ruddy Duck, and Pied-billed Grebe. 
 

LONG-TERM TRENDS 
The record number of Tundra Swans recorded in 2015 was the second record 
count for that species in three years. This seems to reinforce that the species 
continues to have a long-term trend of an increasing winter population in New 
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York State. The increase has not been a steady one, however. Early snow cover 
and freezing of shallow waters can mask the overall upward trend in some years 
by forcing Tundra Swans to leave the State. 

Canvasback continued to rebound from the record low count recorded in 
2013. The 2015 count was still below the decade average for 2001-2010. Region 
1 reported the vast majority. The species continued to decline in Region 10. 

Hooded Mergansers were increasing through 2008. Since then the numbers 
have fluctuated. The 2015 count was well below the average for 2001-2010, but 
well above the overall average for 1973-2015. 

By comparing 2001-2010 averages with 1973-2015 averages one might 
detect other long-term trends in New York State’s winter waterfowl populations. 
Some of this year’s counts seem to support trends indicated in this way. Long-
term increases may be indicated for Gadwall, Mallard, Redhead, Tufted Duck, 
Long-tailed Duck, Bufflehead, and Red-breasted Merganser. Long-term 
decreases may be occurring for American Wigeon, American Black Duck, scaup 
(sp), White-winged Scoter, and Great Cormorant. 
 

FUTURE COUNTS 
You can help with the 2016 count by contacting your regional compiler. 
Compiler contact information and historical data are available online at: 

http://nybirds.org/ProjWaterfowl.htm 
 
For planning purposes, the January Waterfowl Count is conducted in a period 
that begins the Saturday before Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (the third 
Monday in January). The next two count periods will be: 
 

2016 – January 16-24 (target date Sunday, January 17) 
2017 – January 14-22 (target date Sunday, January 15) 
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