
During the week following the s e v e r e  wind s t o r m  of 
November 25, 19518 a n m b e r  of "'stsange,pengu.in-like"bir73s 
were  found at widely sca t te redpoin ts  in northern. New Ysrk. 
Although var iously identified, the wr i t e r  is of the opinion 
that m o s t ,  i f  not all, of t hese  birds were  BrunnicE9s Mur res .  
A n u m b e r  were  captured alive:  s ince this  species  i s  unable 
to take off f r o m  land. Officials of the  State Csnservat isn 
Department directed that  a l l   bird^ found alive be re leased  
on open water Severa l  so  re leased  died within a sho r t  
t ime  and it is believed that few if any survived. 

Definite r eco rds  were  s ecu red  concerning twenty-six 
b i rds ,  d is t r ibuted a s  follows: Jefferson County, 11, St. 
Lawrence County, 9 ,  Herk imer  County, 4 ,  Lewis  County, 1,  
Oswego County, 1. It i s  known that other b i rds  were  found, 
regarding which accura te  data could not b e  secured ,  Since 
this  a r e a  is sparce ly  populated many M u r r e s  were  doubt- 
l e s s  m i s s e d  completely.  It s e e m s  reasonable  to assume, 
therefore ,  thzt  s eve ra l  hundred Brwnnich's Mur res  were  
deposited in this pa r t  of the s ta te  as a r e su l t  of the storm. 

The birds a r e  p r e s u r ~ e d  to have come f r o m  the Gulf of 
the St; Lawrence ,  their  path being up the St. 1,awrence 
River  Valley The wind on November 25 reached velocit ies 
up to seventy-five mi l e s  p e r  hour ,  and was general ly  east 
o r  nor theast-  Ornithologica! h i s tory  discloses other i n -  
s tances  in  which oceanic birds have been deposited far 
inland by s e v e r e  windstorms.  The so-called "West Indian 
Hurricane" is well known for i t s  ability to c a r r y  southern 
birds f a r  nor th  of their  habitat .  

The outstanding fea ture  of the recent  incurs ion of 



Nhrres  i s  the la rge  number of b i rds  of one species which 
were driven hundreds of mi les  f rom their native habitat - - 
John B. Belknap, Gouverneur, N. Y. ( ~ d .  Note: Almost 
every regional repor t  mentioned some incursion of these 
birds The majori ty  being reported f rom Mr Belknap's 
Northern New York area.)  

FOURTH ANNUAL 
FEDERATION MEETING 

The Federation of New York State Bird  Clubs annual 
meeting will take place in Buffalo, N.Y. ,  April 7th and 8th. 
The Hotel Markeen a t  Main and Utica Streets  has been 
chosen a s  the housing hotel and the meetings will be a t  the 
Buffalo Museum of Science, Humboldt Park .  Tentative 
schedule of events follows.: 

Saturday Morning - 
Registration: Buffalo Museum of Science 
Morning Session: Meeting of Council of Delegates 

Optional: 1. Tours  of the Museum 
2. Field Tr ips  

Noon: Lunch a t  Museum cafeteria,  
Saturday Afternoon - 

General and Scientific Session 1:30 - 5:00 a t  Buffalo 
Museum. 

Saturday Evening - 
Banquet a t  Hotel Markeen 
Speaker: M r .  Robert Hermes  - 

"Birds of the outer St. Lawrence River ' '  

Sunday - 
All day field t r ip  along Niagara Front ie r  into Canada 
and thence to Wolcottsville, New York and Oak Orchard 
Swamp. Box lunches will be available. 




