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DIcKCISSEL NESTING IN CAYUGA COUNTY, N E W  YORK 

ERNGST G. TABOR AND ALLEN H. RDNTON 

The Diclccissel, Spizn avzericuna, was formerly a hrccding bircl in New 
Yo& the most recent nest recorcl, as rcportccl by Iiaton, (Birds of New York 
Val. 2, p. 335, 1914) bcing from Junius, Sencca county, in 1875. Two 
birds of this species, possibly the same oncs, returncd to Junius the following 
year, and were collected by Mr. C. 1-lampton. The  last lcnown specimens 
from Cayuga county were talten by Franlt Wright near Cayuga in May 
1879. Both were males, and wcrc reported by Franlc Rathbun in the 
Ornithologist and Oologist IX, 3:132-133, 1882. Therc arc numerous 
records of the occurrence of this species in New Yorlc sincc that time, nlostly 
near New YorB City. Charles Spilter has reported one from Stcuben county 
(I<ingbird I, 1 : 6, 1950), and other records arc summa~~izccl by Lillian Stoncr 
(Kingbird 1, 2:12, 1951). There is a nesting recorcl from l~lainlielcl, New 
Jersey, in 1904, (W. D. Miller, Auk XXI 487), but there have been no 
other nesting records in the northeast for thrcc-cluarters of n ccntuiy, so far 
as we have bcen able to determine. 

In May 1937 a nest of this spccies was talcen b Tabor, one milc south i of the village of Meridian, Cayuga county, New Yor c. The ncst was locatccl 
in a clump of orchard grass, and was brolccn up by thc owner of the land 
when he cut the grass with a scythe. Recognizing the bird as unusual, he 
called Tabor, who identified thc nest as that of a L~iclccisscl, Later in the 
season two adult Dickcisscls and four young were seen nearl~y by Tabor 
and Roy Bradley, indicating that thc pair were succcsstul in a sccond 
nesting. 

In 1949, this nest was reported by Bcnton in hi\ hypothetical list, (A. 1-1. 
Benton, Brcedin Birds of Cayuga County, LInpul~lisl~ecl Essay, Cornell 
University, 19495 the ncst having not yet hcen a~~tlienticsted. L t c r  the 
nest was sent, without mention of its suspected identity, to Mr. Jamcs Gillin, 
Ambler, Pennsylvania, a recognized authority on nests and cggs of American 
birds, Mr. Gillin writes as follows: 

"This is undoubtedly the nest: ancl eggs of the l>icltcissel 
. . . . The  nesting material, location of the ncst . . . . ancl 
the rather pale blue eggs ol: the correct size , . . . leave no 
room for doubt." 

The Dicltcissel is therefore removed I'rom the hypothetical list of breed- 
ing birds of Cayuga county. T h e  nest am1 eggs on which the record is based 
are now in the possession of Tabor at Meridian. 
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