
ANNUAL MEETING OF 'THE FEDERATION 
OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS 

The fourth annual council meeting of thc Federation was held April 
7, 1951 in the library of the Buffalo Muscum of Scicncc. Twenty-six clelc. 
gates, representing fifteen clubs, answered the roll call. President Winston 
W. Broclcner He announced that the Northport Veterans I-Ios- 
pita1 Bird Club of Northport, L. I., had affiliated with the Federation. The 
council accepted the application of the Blue Heron Audubon Society of 
Stony Brook, L. I., with a membership of seventy-five activc mein11e1.s. All. 
plications for 149 individual membership wcre also accepted. 

Conservation chairman,  alter Elwood, submitted his rcport coverillg 
the major items of conservation interest in both State and National legisla- 
tion. Mr. Elwood and his committee did a trenlendous task in analyzing 
this legislation, writing letters and issuing bulletins. Sanluel Madison of 
Delmar appeared at hearings in Albany in behalf of the Fcdcration. Mr. 
Elwood's report provolced a discussion of the new State Law permittil~g the 
Conservation Department to authorize the destruction of birds and animals 
regarded as a nuisance. The council agreed that the effect of this law would 
depend on the judgment of the Department. In any evcnt, the law cannot 
overrule the Federal Migratory Bird Laws. 

In the report of the Research and Publications coinmittee, chairman 
Hazel Ellis recommended thrce new projects. First is a suggestion from 
Dr. A. A. Allen that we start a census of the brccding warblers in the Adi- 
rondaclcs. The second recommendation calls for each afIiliatec1 club to pre- 
pare a map and information about birding areas in its section of thc State. 
The third suggestion is for local groups and individuals to walch for indi- 
cations of hawk migrations, extending the work of the Rochester and Buffalo 
Clubs. 

As the work of publication has been turned' over largely to Allan Klo- 
nick, editor of Tlze Kingbird, Mr. I<loniclc submitted his own report. He 
stated that 2000 copies of the first issue of The Kingbird had been circulated 
free of charge in the afIiliated clubs, Of the second issue, 1000 cop:es were 
printed and distributed to individual members, and the balance placed on 
sale at 604 a copy. Beginning with the third issue, the publication will be 
very close to the actual number of individual members whose $2 annual 
dues include IGngbird subscription. Mr. Kloniclc urged clubs to promote 
individual memberships, stating that 500 would bc needed to lcecp the King- 
bird flying. I-Ie was highly commended by the council for the excellence 
of the publication. 

Action concerning affiliating with the New Yorlc State Conservation 
Council was withheld pending further study. Local clubs were urged to 
consider the advisability of affiliating with local sportsmen's consenration 
councils. -. 

President Brockner read his report, outlining thc activities of the past 
year, and commending Allan Klonick for his work on Tlze Kingbird, and 

. Elwood, Madison and Eisenmann for their conservation work. I-Ie an- 
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YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO t\7' LAKE PLACID 
ALLEN 1-1. BENTON 

The birds ol' the Aclirondack Mountains have been intrnsively s t~~die t l  
lor many years. Merriam', Roosevclt and MinoF, Eaton:', Sa~~nclers', and 
otllers have worlced in the nrea and published notes or papers on their find- 
ings. None of tlmn 1x1s rel>ortecl the occusrcnce of the Yellow-billed 
Cucltoo, Coccyzus arr~lericnn7~s nrrwicnn.trs, in the region. 

On July 1, 1942, an adult male of this species flew into a plnte-glass 
window at the Lakc Placid Club a d  was killed. At h c  tirnc, I WIS naturc 
leader at the club, so thc sl~ccimen fell into illy hancls. 11 was made up 2s a 
study skin, and now resiclcs in the small study collection maintained by tIlc 
Lake Placid Club. 

The rarity of this recorcl was called to my ; ~ t t e n t i o ~ ~  by Or. I l a ~ d d  IS. 
Axtell, now of the Buffalo Museurn of Science. So far as I h a w  I;ccn ablc 
to determine, it represents the only 1.eportcc1 o c c ~ ~ r t w c e  ol' h i s  spccies from 
the Lake Placid rcgion. 

I ,  Merriarn, C. I-Iart - 1878 - Bull. Nuttall Ornith. C l ~ l b  - Vol. 3, 
p p  52-56, 123-128, Vol. 4, pp. 1-7. 

..................... - 1881 - 13~111. Nuttall O r n i h ,  Club - Vol. 
6, pp. 225-235. 

- 1884 - Auk: I, 58-59. 

2. Roosnrelt, Theoclore and I I. L). Minot - 1877 - T h e  Su~nmer  13ircls of 
the Adironclaclts in Franlilin County, N. Y. pp. 1-4. 

3. Eaton, E. 1-1. - 1909-1914 - Birds of Ncw Yorlt - N. Y. State M u s c ~ ~ m  
Memoir 12, Vol. 1, 1909, Vol. 2, 1914. 

4. Saunders, A. A. - 1929 - Thc  Summer 13ircls of the Northern Acliron- 
dack Mountains - Roosevelt Wildlife Bull., Vol. 5; No. 3. SeP 
tcmber, 1929. 
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