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Ithaca, was somewhat late in arriving this year, not sppearin $j until aftei 
May 2. They have been occupying a definite territory in t le Park, 
though the nest has not yet becn located. 

VIREOS - WARBLERS: 
Prothonotary Warblcr - The hlontezunla pail was foui~cl to be present 

again this year; the nesting site was located 011 May 27. 
Tennessee Warbler - During the middle week of May, this was by far 

the most abundant warbler in our area. Few were left by the 26th. 
Cape May Warbler - Disappointingly few in numbers after sc,rera] 

notably good years. 
Cerulean Warblcr - Anothcr austral specics which is increasing in our 

area, They have never been more coinmon as migrants than tiley were this 
May, and a nest has been found at Stewart Park, Itl~aca, where they have 
not bred for some years. 

Palm Warbler - Spring sight rccords of Yellow Palm Warblers in our 
arca have largely been discredited in the past. Careful observation and col- 
lecting rccorcls this spring indicate that we have perhaps bcen a bit dog 
matic in rejecting such sight records. This year, apparently, a small flight 
of Yellow Palm Warblers preceded the main flight of Western Palm Warb- 
lers; early reports tended to be of Yellows, later reports of Westerns. Both 
subspecies were collected from thc same flock near West Dryclen on May 2 
(R. W. Diclteman). Sight records of these subspecies should be made 
with caution; intermediate specimens have been collected in this region. 

Kentucky Warbler - This specics has now been reliably reported for 
three successive years in the Cayuga Lake Basin. It had never previously 
been known from this area. It was seen at Montczuma on May 20 (A. G. 
Mehring et al). 

BLACKBIRDS - SPARROWS: 
White-crowned Spa?row - This and other inigrant sparrows through 

our area seemed to be present in smaller numbers than usual this spring, 
although all of the breeding species are apparently present in normal num- 
bers. 

Fox Sparrow - An individual seen at Ithaca on Februaly 28 was about 
a week early for this species (P. Springer). It was not reported again until 
March 10. 

Lincoln's Sparrow - Although this species is certainly not common here, 
few springs go by without at least a couplc of records. Nonc was reported 
this year. 

I<enneth C. Parltes, 
Cornell University, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 

REGION 2 - SOUTHERN TIER - PART 2 

The season in the southern tier has no1 becn too abnormal, although 
t l p e  were long intervals at times between rains. The northwarcl migra. 
tion did not progress too steadily, the birds coming more in intermittent 
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waves, While a11 the warblers wcre ubservcd, a number of us missed sev- 
eral of them. The  period coverccl by this report encled with heavy rains, as 
llluch as five inches falling in thrce clays over thc week-cncl of Junc 9. 

LOONS - DUCKS: 
Tllere were two small waves of migrating I-Iorned Grebes, on April 12th 

alld 14th. The last I-Iorned Grebe was observed on Keulca Lake May 1. 
The Com~non Loon bas h e n  rather scarce this spring, compared with other 
years, The writer drives daily a dis~ance of 14 nlilcs along ICeulta Lalce to 
his worlc in Hammondsport; I observecl no Loons in March, altho others 
did, not more than two on any day in April, and only two for the month of 
May. No Red-throated Loons reported. 

Our cluck migration was about normal, practically all species indigcno~~s 
to and migrating thru the area being present, incl~~ding a few occurrenccs 
of the more rare White-wingcd Scoters and Old Squaws. A pair of Red- 
heads are spending the sunmcr on Penn Yan marsh. Thc Canada ( . h s c  
migration began the last of Fehrum:y and continued till the middle of April. 

HAWICS - OWLS: 
The local llawlc population continues to diminish from year to year. I 

]<now of not more than threc or four pairs of Red-tails nesting this season in 
the I<eulca Lalce watershed, and two pairs of Marsh I-Iawlts. Only occa- 
sionally is a Cooper's or a Sharp-shinned I-Iawlc seen. Sparrow 1.-Iawlcs arc 
the most in evidence - a drive of several miles in almost any direction will 
reveal one or two pairs. Screech Owls are not con~mon, but the Great 
homed Owl appears to be holcling his own; any area of timber of any size 
harboring a pair. No Longeared Owls reported. 

SWIFTS - SI-IRIICES : 
A pair of Red-headed Woodpeclters was locatccl early in thc summer a 

Few miles west of Penn Yan -- eviclentl nesting; a rare species for the 
region. The large colony of CliK Swal i' ows on the buildings of C. A. 
Sturdevant, near Prattsburg, continues to increase, m d  this season there are 
152 nests in use. On June 17 Mr. Sturdevant was able to band 221 young 
swallows in about half the nests. He  says the secret of the increase of Cliff: 
Swallows lies in lceeping the English sparrow pop~~lation 1:educcc1 to zero. 
Not a Redbreasted Nuthatch was reported this spring. A pair of Carolina 
'IVrens appeared in the winter a fcw miles south of Geneva, and built a nest 
there this spring, while one has bccn singiw for several wceles at Guyanoga, 
two miles north of Branchl~ort 1 hearcl t i is  bird as recently as Junc 22. 
The unusual abundance of Cedar V17axwings all during the past wintcr has 
kept on into the summer, and Waxwings arc  everywhere. 

VIREOS - WARBLERS: 
For several years there has been a positive dearth of Warbling Vireos, 

as if they had been at a low point in a cycle; there is a definite increase this 
year, however, over the past few years, and they are almost coniinon again. 
Areas where Chats and Golden-winged Warblers could bc depended upon 
for sight records for a number of years past have apparently grown up past 
the point that forms suitable habitat, for the birds are no longer there. There 
are Chats, however, here and there, but Golden-wings were not reported. 
The writer had a Hooded Warbler on June 1, near his home, and on June 
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18 a Mourning Warbler was singing at Hainmondsport. 

BLACICBIRDS - SPARROWS : 
For the past several years the Red-winged Blacltbirds llavc becn expmd 

ing their territory to include hay-meadows and upland fields in additioll to 
marsh habitat. This year it seems that every farm has them in the fields 
and along the roads. I have only at the clay of this writing been given a 
report that the Dicltcissel is here again, at a point two miles west of where 
it was observed in 1950. Savannah Sparrows are much fewer this season, 
althougll a few pairs are found in certain numbers. Thc White-crowned 
Sparrow migration along Keuka Lake was slow and sparse, although back a 
few miles at higher altitudes they were numerous for a few days at 
beginning of May. Other spccies of sparrows migrated in normal numbers. 

Charlcs J. Spil<cr, 
Bra12cbport) N. Y. 

ED. NOTE: The absence of reports fro~ir the Elmira and Watlzins- 
Montour areas is evident. I J ~  order to have vrore contplete coverage i t is 
reconz~rzended that persons in these areas send Mr. Spiker their personal 
observalions for inclusion in the Region 2 Report.-A.S.K. 

REGION 3 - LAKE ONTARIO 

By the first week in March there was consiclerable open water in the 
ponds along the lalceshore and several early species of duclts had arrived. 
On March 18th about three thousand Canada Geese werc already at Oak 
Orchard. Most later duclcs and many early song birds arrived in numbers 
between March 25tb and 27th. The first sizable hawlc migration took 
place on the 27t11, and consisted mostly of Red-tails. 

The northward movement was slow and ui~certain during April, until 
the 22nd when southwest winds brought the carly warblers and such spe- 
cies as Bank and Rough-winged Swallows, Ruby crowned Kinglets and Sap- 
suclcers in force, as well as the first large flights of Broad-winged Nawks. 

The first good wave of warblers and their allies came betwcen May 5th 
and May 7th, with Yellow Warblers and Myrtles by Tar thc most common. 
After this date the new arrivals drifted in steadily, but not in marked waves 
or numbers. Most observers felt the peak was rcached fairly early, perhaps 
around the 15th or 16th. 

Migrants were still in evidcnce in early June, still drifting through in 
small groups. Shorebirds, notably Red-baclted Sandpipers, White-rumped 
Sandpipers, Knots and Semi-palmated Sandpipers were present up  to June 
loth in spite of very high water everywhere. 

The season as a whole was fairly normal with almost nonc of the out- 
standing records of a year ago. A few species seemed unusually scarce., 
Blue-headed Vireos being the best example. Thc  Blue-winged Warblers 
and White-eyed Vireos seen on the spring census on May 20 were perhaps 
the most unusual reports. 
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