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decided at htcr dale. Invitations by member clubs for this mectillg are 
to be sent to Mr. Eisenmann as soon as possible. 

The Council meeting was adjourned at 12:05 noon. 
The general session opened at 1 :45 p, m. with Robcrt F. Deed, Presi- 

dent ol the Hocklnnd Audubon Society, the host club, giving the welcom- 
illg address. John C. Orth, Park Naturalist at Bear Mountain welcomed the 
Federation members to Bex  Mountain Park. President Eiseninann rcspond- 
ed on behalf of the Federation. 

Thc session continued with the presentation of the following papers: 
"Remarks on the Scientific and Popular Names of Birds" by Dean 

~mcldon of the American Museum of Natural I-Iistory and The Linnaean 
Society. 

"Nocturnal Vocal Activity in Diurnal Soilg Bircls" by Richard C. Rosche 
of Cornell University, Ithaca. 

"Some Techniclues in Studying Bird Songs" by Peter Paul I<elIogg of 
Cornell University. 

"Bird Pouplation ol the Albany County Barrens" by Edward D. Treacy 
~Iighlancl Falls, 
"Highways and Birdways of Schuyler County" by Mrs. Anna11 R4. Rob- 

;IWXI of Wntki~ts-Mo7tiozw Bird Club. ..--- 
"Opportunity Unlimited for New York Birders" by Allen FI. Benton of 

Schenectndy Bird Club and Robcrt S. Arbib, jr., of The Linnaean Society, 
"Let Us I-lave a Fecleral I-Iawlc Law" by Stanley 0. Grierson of Katonah. 
"Spring and Fall I-Iawk Migration in New Yorlc State" by Richard F. 

n4eyers of Ithaca. 
Sym1~osium: "Problems Involved in Establishing a Uniform System of 

Keeping Regional Records: " 
Modera tor : Eugene Eisenmann. 
Robert S. Arbib, Jr.: "Problems in Classification and Censorship". 
Frazcr R. Turrcntine: "Territorial Coverage Problems". 
I-Iarolcl D. Mitchcll: "LJniformity in Record-ICeeping". 
1-1. Everest Clements: "Bird-Spotter Telephone System". 

The annual dinner was held at 7:00 p, m, in the Banquet Hall at Bear 
Mountain Inn. John M, Price served as toastmaster. 

The speaker of the evening was Charles E. Mohr, Director of the 
Audubon Cmter at Greenwicl~, Connecticut. His subject was "Why Bircls 
Leave Home", a story of ecological successioil which was illuminated with 
color slides. 

About 75 members in seven parties participated in the annual field trip 
on Sunday, May 24. Weather was perfect, ranging from 46 degrees at 
5:00 a. m. to 72 degrees maximum, a 1 ~ 1  sunny all day. Parties covered 
ioughly the same areas, but lists varied from the mid-70s to the upper 80s 
in number of species. Migrants were almost entirely absent. Species of 
particular interest incluclecl Turkey Vulture, all three Enzpidonax fly- 
catchers plus the Olive-sicled, Caroline Wren, Tufted Titmouse, Lawrence's 
Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Hooded Warbler, 
an unusual number of Orchard Orioles, and Cardinal. The .composite list 
For the moming totaled 110 species; two species were added in the afternoon. 

Frances 1-1. Irving, Recording Secretary 
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PROPOSED 1954 BUDGET OF THE FEDERATION 

Per Treasurer-elect 1-1. Everest Clements 

The following is a talk given by the writers at  the convention of the Federation 
of New Yorlc State Bird Clubs, held at Bear Mountain Park, May 23, 1953. 

OPPORTUNITY UNLIMITED FOR NEW YORK BIRD WATCHERS 

Every year, bird watchers in New York state spend hundreds of thousands 
OF hours afielcl. A fcw of these people are professionals, with some specific 
aim in vicw, Most of tbcm arc aina~eurs, as we are, trying LO build up a 
large annual list, to see birds they have never seen before, in short, enjoying 
the game of birding. The rcsults of their labors may be suininarized as 
follows: 

1. Thcy build up large lists and lcarn to know more birds, 8 source 
of great personal satisfaction. 

2. Thcy acld to the k~~owleclgc of scasonal and geographical distribu- 
tion, though much of this ltnowleclge is unorganized. 

3. They secure a few i~ccidental or unusual records, which arc ex- 
citing, but of lit& rcal importance. 

4. They havc a tremendous amount of healtllful relaxation and 
enjoyment. 

Could this time afield have bcen spent in such n way as LO have been 
equally enjoyable, lxovicling cqual personal satisfaction, relaxa~ion and 
plcasure, but adding rno1.e to our lrnowledge of birds? W e  think so. The 
average amateur is in a position to add to our knowledge of birds by con- 
centrating on some small subject, rather than shot-gunning his efforts at the 
birds in general. All that is needecl is a little thought, some slnall amount 
of direction, and such ambition as must be prescnt for the individual to be 
an active birder in the first place. 

Now let's get down to cases. What projects can be suggested which 
mi 11t occupy the attention of field worlters in New York state? The firs1 
an$ most important project is the state bird book, now in its planning stages. 
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