
REGlONAL CHECKLISTS 
Believing as 1 do that collating regional field notes is the least a society 

call do for fellow birders and the general public, I would like to see every 
club in Ncw Yorlc State publish a booltlet on this subject, If your club 
can't afford to print it, mimeogmph it - or writc it in longhand if necessary. 

I'm conscious, though, of the work entailed, and of how quiclcly your 
labored listing grows out of date. In fact, the two factors $0 togethcr: Your 
hounding of mcmbers to producc their data about local av~fauna is in itself 
a challenge to them, and to othcrs, to go forth and make the dates obsolete. 
This is one of the values of the project: the stimulus to more active, more 
knowing Field work. 

Take Rocl~lancl County's list, compiled in p in ted  boolzlet form early in 
1949. T h e  list at that time contained 233 species, including entrics for 
jlistorical records (tl~ough we omitted h c  Passenger Pigeon and the Roc). 
Since 1949, we've added thrce specics - Swallow-tailed Kite, Gyrfalcon, 
Wild Turkcy - as oldcr records camc to light. But, more important, we're 
ddded 15 other specics directly through the heightened interest and more 
focused field work of our own members. 

The Rocltland list now comprises 251 specics. Not counting permanent 
residents whose status hasn't changed, Rocklmd Audubon Societji has 
changed all but 49 of the original entries, extcnrling the datcs for the migra- 
tion spans, adding summer and winter dates, ctc. 

This was to bc expected. T h e  original list was put together when Rock- 
land Auclubon was only two ycars old. I t  drew heavily on the notcs of a few 
sources such as the writer and the Trailside Museum at Bear Mountain. 
Now thc work of dozen of new birders has been superimposed on the earlier 
base. 

So I woulcln't l e ~  it stop me if' only a few ficlcl notebooks were available 
for a regional checlzlist. I would go ahead and make the best possible list, 
broadly annotated, and let nature take its course. You couldn't aslc for a 
hcaltbier development than an upsurge oS interest that ~vould soon outdate 
your booltlet. 

If I had the editing to do over again, though, there are a few things 
I would do: 

1. I would try to break the rcgion (Roclzland County and the Palisades 
Interstate Park, in our case) down into general habitat ancl topographical 
arcas. At least, I would keep track of separate arrival and departure dates 
and breeding status for the lowIa~lcls and the highlancls. 

2. I would try, with inorc data available, to give a better picture of 
~zon~znl mi ration dates and a more precise indication of rarlty and abund- 
ance (just f low, I don't Itnow, and I'll be watching with interesl what comes 
out of the Federation's state bird boolc discussions). 

3. I would seriously consider including some inkling of the field 
characters of certain birds - not to coinpete with the field guides but to help 
users of the book more rcadily to connect the bird with the listing. Then 
if the book wcre printecl in poclzct size, it would be more useful in the field. 
For example, a note about the call of each cuckoo might be helpful. 

4. 1 would also consider including the scientific name of each species, 
both for the delectation of the more learned birders and to familiarize others 

1 with thc Latin names. 
3 Robert F. Deed, 

Rocltland Audubon Society 



The following is a summary of a ta lk given by Stanley Oliver Grierson of 
Katonah, New York, fu l l  t ime Educational Representative for the Bedford Audubon 
Society, o t  the Convention o f  the Federation of New Yorlc Stote Bird Clubs, held at 
Bear Mountain Park, May 23, 1953. 

WHY NOT A FEDERAL HAWK LAW? 
The battle to protect our useful hawlts goes back many years, and yet 

coilservationists have only succeeded in reducing the practice OF haw]< 
shooting. They have by no means st0 peel it. It is true that many states 
have laws protcctingg some of the bircs of prey, but most of the time the 
laws go unenforced. 

P 
Connecticut is outstanding in having a model hawlc law that protects all 

the birds of prey, except if one is caught in thc act of destroying persona] 
property. 

There arc sbme other states that protect all hawks but the Sharp-shinned, 
Coopers, and Goshawlc, but because these tllrec are exempt from protection, 
all hawks in thc state are in jeopardy. 

To  the average layman all hawks are eithcr "Chiclcen I-IawksJ', "Hen 
I-IawltsJ', or perhaps "Pigeon I-Iawlts". Having thus identified a hawk, he 
feels justified in killing it. 

If our hawks did not fly low over the same narrow migration routes 
year after year, ~hcir  n~isidentification by gunncrs wo~ild not be of any 
great importance. Facts show, however, that a vast percenlage of the Noitli 
American hawk population from widely scattered areas concentrate into 
relatively narrow flight lines during the spring and fall migration, Gunning 
along the flight lines still taltes a very heavy toll of useful raptors. I-Iawks 
pmteclecl in one state are shot for bounty in another, or just to satisfy the 
ego of some gunner practiciilg for the coming hunting season. 

In many states ardent co~lsersationists are trying to get protection for 
all hawlo as a means of preventing thc useful types from being ltilled by 
mistake, but these people malte little headway apinst thc organized gunning 
element and unsympathetic Statc Game Con~missions. 

Would it not be better if wc would all join forces and unite in one big 
effort to have all hawlts added to the Federal Migratory Bird Act, with the 
provision thilt they would coinc under Federal protection only during their 
migration periocl, namcly from September 1st to November 30t11, and March 
1st to April 30th. 

Such a bill would require the efforts of all conservation groups all over 
the United States, but it would stand a'better chance of beco?lling a law 
than if we tried to enact such lcgislation on a state to spate basis. Education 

" over a period of years will reduce the occasional violation, but only a well 
enforced Fcclcral regulation will halt the mass slaughter that still goes on. 

Stanley Oliver Grierson, 
Icatonah, N. Y. 

The Kingbird 




