
RECORD OF THE NESTING OF A PAIR OF PHOEBES 
I N  WEST NYACK, N. V. 

For three years (1950-51-52) the same pair oS Phoebes nested on a small 
which I nailed up about 5 inches below the ceiling in the sheltered 

entrance on the south sidc of our home. I banded this pair in 1950. The 
fourth year one of the pair returned, brought a few bits of wet moss to the 
sllelf but clid not builcl a nest. 

In the 1950 ncsting one Cowbird egg was laid in thc nest 14 days 
before the first Phocbe egg was laid. The Phoebe conlinucd building and 
finished the nest, thereby completely covcring up the Cowbird egg. 

In 1951 a Cowbird egg was d c p i t e d  in thc Phoebe's nest on the same 
that thc first Phoebe egg was laid. (I removed Cowbird egg and placed 

it in a Robin's nest which had three Robin eggs in it. Within 15 minutes 
there was no sign of thc Cowbird egg in or nearby the Robin's nest,) 

I kcpt detailed notes on the four nestings of the Phoebes but shall give 
oIlly thc h g t h  of timc for nest building, inculation, timc nestlings re- 
mained in ncst and the number oS eggs laid. 

_ - .  __ - .  - - . _ 
Began Time for Age of nestlings 

building building No. of Incubation when they 
Yfor nest nest eggs Ioid to hatching left nest - -- - - 
1950 Apr. 2 8  2 6  days 5 eggs in 5 days Eggs destroyed 0 

by Blue Jay 

1951 ? ? (May 7 - 9 )  3 eggs 17 days 17 days 
in 3 days 

. --- - . - - 
1952  AD^. 2 19  davs 5 esss in 5 days 1 7 days 18 days 

2nd Repaired old 4 eggs in 4 days 14 days 17 days 
nesting nest June 2 
in 1952 -- - 

Frances 1-1. Irving, 
Rockland Audubon Society 

CONSERVATION NEWS AND NOTES 
SAMUEL R, MADISON - Chairman, Corcservation Committee 

The Ostrailder constitutional amendment has passed both I-Iouses of 
the Lcgislaturc for thc second time. This mcasure would amend Article 14, 
Section 2, ol the State Constitution by striking out the provision that the 
Legislature may provicle for the use of forest preserve lands for the con- 
struction of reservoirs to regulate the flow of ~treams. It  would inalre it 
impossible to undertalte a stream control pro~ect in the forest preserve, 
such as Panther Dam, without further amcndnlent of the constitution. 

The Ostrander amendment will be voted upon at the g2netal election 
next November. It will be necessary for you to givc it your most enthusiastic 
support at that timc. Thc  strong opposition which the amendment met 
in the committees in both Houses of the Legislature this ycar indicates that 
it will have vigorous opposition at the polls. 



As expected, no action was talien by the Legislature in regard to 
use of the forest preserve lands which is being studies by the Milnloe ( 
mittee of eighteen. It is not anticipated that the committee will be 
pared to render a report to the Legislature until 1954. As you know, 
committee is investigating the proposal to change the present constitpti 
provision that the State forest preserve lands should be ltept "forcver w 

On the national scene there are several matters which require oul 
tention. It is beconling increasingly apparent that certain interests ] 
interpreted the results of last November's election as an invitation to lac 
raids on the nation's natural resources. At least they are seeking to 
advantage of the change in administration to put through mcasures w: 
are against the public interest but favorable to their selfish interests. 

One bill (S. 82), introduced by Senator Guy Gordon of Oregon, wc 
open wildlife refuge lands and national forest lands to exploration and el 
under the mineral land laws. This is. pending before the Senatc Coniini 
on Intcrior.a~ld Insular Affairs, of which Senator I-Iugh Butler is Chair11 
Another bill (S. 134) would ermit the former owners of submarginal la 
which had been acquired by t F le federal government, to buy bac'k the min 
interests for only 25% of the consideration .aid by the government for 
property. These submarginal lands are t le kind set aside for wild 
refuges. 

f 
OF even greater importance is the legislation introclucecl on behalc 

western livestock: interests. They have had introduced two identical b 
S. 1491 sncl 1-1. R. 4023, uncler which the livestock owners would obt 
practically the same benefits, insofar as grazing is concernecl, that tl 
would have under complete ownership of the laud. The bills cont 
provisions which would grant to those presently enjoying grazing privile 
first preference for continued use of the privileges. In addition, the lei 
lation woulcl permit them to transfer their grazing pri-vileges, thus restr 
ing the grazing privileges to the present permittees and successors of th 
own choosing, and resulting in a vested right contrary to the public .inter[ 

Under other sections of these identical bills, grazing privileges would 
administered in most part by local boards which would determine the p 
centage a d  ltind of livestoclc to be grazed, thereby wealtening the powq 
the fecleral government to manage and protect timber and watershed lar 
in the national forests, 

BEHAVIOR NOTES ON WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS 
DURING THE 1953 INCURSION ON LONG ISLAND 

By EUGENE EISENMANN 
The White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptercc) is an exceeding 

irregular and rare winter visitant in the vicinity of New York City. Eve 
few years a sl~lall flocl: may be reported, especially from the Montault arI 
at the eastern tip of Long Island, but there had been no real incursion sin1 
1899-1900. It seems remarkable that in thc unusually mild winter I 

1952-53, ~h~aacterized by the presence of many specfcs normally winterir 
well to ~ h c  south, there should also be a great influx of these boreal finche 
The birds were first noted early in February 1953, but rapidly disappeare 
during the two weeks following their arrival, though occasio~lal individua 
were reported as late as May. 

36 The Kingbir 




