
RECORD OF THE NESTING OF A PAIR OF PHOEBES 
I N  WEST NYACK, N. V. 

For three years (1950-51-52) the same pair oS Phoebes nested on a small 
which I nailed up about 5 inches below the ceiling in the sheltered 

entrance on the south sidc of our home. I banded this pair in 1950. The 
fourth year one of the pair returned, brought a few bits of wet moss to the 
sllelf but clid not builcl a nest. 

In the 1950 ncsting one Cowbird egg was laid in thc nest 14 days 
before the first Phocbe egg was laid. The Phoebe conlinucd building and 
finished the nest, thereby completely covcring up the Cowbird egg. 

In 1951 a Cowbird egg was d c p i t e d  in thc Phoebe's nest on the same 
that thc first Phoebe egg was laid. (I removed Cowbird egg and placed 

it in a Robin's nest which had three Robin eggs in it. Within 15 minutes 
there was no sign of thc Cowbird egg in or nearby the Robin's nest,) 

I kcpt detailed notes on the four nestings of the Phoebes but shall give 
oIlly thc h g t h  of timc for nest building, inculation, timc nestlings re- 
mained in ncst and the number oS eggs laid. 

_ - .  __ - .  - - . _ 
Began Time for Age of nestlings 

building building No. of Incubation when they 
Yfor nest nest eggs Ioid to hatching left nest - -- - - 
1950 Apr. 2 8  2 6  days 5 eggs in 5 days Eggs destroyed 0 

by Blue Jay 

1951 ? ? (May 7 - 9 )  3 eggs 17 days 17 days 
in 3 days 

. --- - . - - 
1952  AD^. 2 19  davs 5 esss in 5 days 1 7 days 18 days 

2nd Repaired old 4 eggs in 4 days 14 days 17 days 
nesting nest June 2 
in 1952 -- - 

Frances 1-1. Irving, 
Rockland Audubon Society 

CONSERVATION NEWS AND NOTES 
SAMUEL R, MADISON - Chairman, Corcservation Committee 

The Ostrailder constitutional amendment has passed both I-Iouses of 
the Lcgislaturc for thc second time. This mcasure would amend Article 14, 
Section 2, ol the State Constitution by striking out the provision that the 
Legislature may provicle for the use of forest preserve lands for the con- 
struction of reservoirs to regulate the flow of ~treams. It  would inalre it 
impossible to undertalte a stream control pro~ect in the forest preserve, 
such as Panther Dam, without further amcndnlent of the constitution. 

The Ostrander amendment will be voted upon at the g2netal election 
next November. It will be necessary for you to givc it your most enthusiastic 
support at that timc. Thc  strong opposition which the amendment met 
in the committees in both Houses of the Legislature this ycar indicates that 
it will have vigorous opposition at the polls. 




