
As expected, no action was talien by the Legislature in regard to 
use of the forest preserve lands which is being studies by the Milnloe ( 
mittee of eighteen. It is not anticipated that the committee will be 
pared to render a report to the Legislature until 1954. As you know, 
committee is investigating the proposal to change the present constitpti 
provision that the State forest preserve lands should be ltept "forcver w 

On the national scene there are several matters which require oul 
tention. It is beconling increasingly apparent that certain interests ] 
interpreted the results of last November's election as an invitation to lac 
raids on the nation's natural resources. At least they are seeking to 
advantage of the change in administration to put through mcasures w: 
are against the public interest but favorable to their selfish interests. 

One bill (S. 82), introduced by Senator Guy Gordon of Oregon, wc 
open wildlife refuge lands and national forest lands to exploration and el 
under the mineral land laws. This is. pending before the Senatc Coniini 
on Intcrior.a~ld Insular Affairs, of which Senator I-Iugh Butler is Chair11 
Another bill (S. 134) would ermit the former owners of submarginal la 
which had been acquired by t F le federal government, to buy bac'k the min 
interests for only 25% of the consideration .aid by the government for 
property. These submarginal lands are t le kind set aside for wild 
refuges. 

f 
OF even greater importance is the legislation introclucecl on behalc 

western livestock: interests. They have had introduced two identical b 
S. 1491 sncl 1-1. R. 4023, uncler which the livestock owners would obt 
practically the same benefits, insofar as grazing is concernecl, that tl 
would have under complete ownership of the laud. The bills cont 
provisions which would grant to those presently enjoying grazing privile 
first preference for continued use of the privileges. In addition, the lei 
lation woulcl permit them to transfer their grazing pri-vileges, thus restr 
ing the grazing privileges to the present permittees and successors of th 
own choosing, and resulting in a vested right contrary to the public .inter[ 

Under other sections of these identical bills, grazing privileges would 
administered in most part by local boards which would determine the p 
centage a d  ltind of livestoclc to be grazed, thereby wealtening the powq 
the fecleral government to manage and protect timber and watershed lar 
in the national forests, 

BEHAVIOR NOTES ON WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS 
DURING THE 1953 INCURSION ON LONG ISLAND 

By EUGENE EISENMANN 
The White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptercc) is an exceeding 

irregular and rare winter visitant in the vicinity of New York City. Eve 
few years a sl~lall flocl: may be reported, especially from the Montault arI 
at the eastern tip of Long Island, but there had been no real incursion sin1 
1899-1900. It seems remarkable that in thc unusually mild winter I 

1952-53, ~h~aacterized by the presence of many specfcs normally winterir 
well to ~ h c  south, there should also be a great influx of these boreal finche 
The birds were first noted early in February 1953, but rapidly disappeare 
during the two weeks following their arrival, though occasio~lal individua 
were reported as late as May. 
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TIlc first report camc on February 5, from Jones Beach State Parli, where 
Ellere was also noted for the first timc this winter a few Common Redpolls 
(ACal&is hzari61) in a flock of Pine Sisltin (Spinus pinas) .  Significantly, 

wrintcr had been characterized by an unusual numbcr of Red Crossbills 
(ldoxia curvirostm), but  these had attained maximum numbers in late No- 

and early December. Sisltins, too, had heen striliingly numerous in 
November, but  by January had almost disappeared. 011 February 8 during 
a trip on the outer beach from Kiis Parli (near the tip of the Rocliaway Penin- 
sula) to Jones Beach, almost every spot where there were planted pines 
back of the dunes, we founcl White-winged Crossbills. I estimate seeing 
between 100 and 150 bircls, but 1 am surc therc nlust have been many times 
tllat number on this strip. The  White-winged Crossbill gave the im- 
Ilr&on of being the inost numerous native passerine in the area, for they 
seemed to be almost everywhere. Actually the Sisltins were probably more 
1lLmmous, but they werc conccntratecl in several nervous flocks containing 
a few Redpolls. T h e  White-winged Crossbills were distributed in scattered 
small groups. T11c largest group I xxsonally counted had 14, but a few 
flying groups may have been somew \ lat larger. These birds did not at all 
show the restlessness so characteristic of wintering Red Crossbills. - 

In fact thcir behavior was cliffercnt in sevcral respects. The  Red 
Clossbill in winter is arboieal and almost exclusively a fccder on the seeds 
of conifcrs; one seldom sees thcm on the ground, excc t momentarily or 
when drinliing at ii puddle. Tlle While-winged ~ r o s s b i i s  were almost in- 
~rariably feeding on the ground. While they took to the trees when startled, 
ancl gcncrally landed on trees when flying from any distance, thcy almost 
always soon dioppcd to h c  ground. W e  saw a few extracting seed from 
pine concs, but their c11ieE food during my obscrvations was taken from the 

They piclted up grass-sced, dried fallell fruit of the cultivated 
Elnengnus, and chopped-seed of several other ornamental shrubs. Almost 
always thc birds fed under, or not far from, plantecl pinc trecs, though in 
soine illstances they spread over nearby grass plots. One suspccts that they 
were drawn to a particular spot by thc presence of the pines ancl then founcl 
other food nlorc abundant or attractive. Possibly most of: the ripe pine concs 
114  alrcady been dcnudcd by thc Red Crossbills in Novcmber and December, 
a 2  therc may have been some pine seed on the ground. So different were 
they to thc presence of that as they led on the ground one could 
aplxoach within two or three feet, m d  the birds w o ~ d d  at times hop even 
ncarcr. In  my prescnce two boys each captured a bird with their caps. 
In Fact I liarre never secn passerine birds th'it were so completely unsuspicious 
of man. 

Pough in his "Auclubon Bird Guidc", p. 236, says: "Our two crossbills 
present an interesting problem, They are closely related, similar in habits 
and the ecological niche thcy occupy, yet they apparently thrivc in the same 
area u~itliout one tencling to clisplace the other". This is a reference to the 
opinion cxpressecl by some ornithologists, notably David Lack, that two 
closcly allied species cannot at the same time occupy the same area and the 
same ecological niche. T h e  foregoing observations, unless thcy represent 
an abnormal condition, suggest that t l x  two crosslills, in winter at least, 
may have different Seeding preferences and behavior. If this holds truc on 
the breeding ground, the L M ~  species do occupy somewhat different 
ecological niches in  the great coniferous forcst. 
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