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REGIONAL REPORTS 
REGION 1 - WESTERN NEW YORK 

The unusually mild weather of the winter ended with the advent of March. 
There was, however, a two-week period during the middle of that month in which , wave of warm weather brought the eariy migrants to western New York in un- 

numbers and on near-record dates. April did its best to reverse the trend of 
spring by giving us warm weather at the start and cooler toword the end; this re- 
sulted in a strange mixture of migrants in late April. May was one of the wettest 
on record, and also one of the most disappointing to bird observers. I t  contained 
"0 real old-fashioned waves, and for the most part arrival dates were extremely 
poor. The record total of 196 species anJ subspecies achieved an the Buffalo 
~ ~ ~ i t h o l o g i c a l  Society census on the 17th was due to hard work by our observers on 
0 day in which an inch ond a half of rain fell and only a scattering of birds was 
in evidence. That day was almost typical of the month. 
LOONS - DUCKS: 

The swan flight was disappointing, but we did enjoy an extremely heavy Canada 
Goose migration, with a high of 25,000 estimated by the Brockners on April 19 in the 
Onk Orchord area. Scottered reoorts of such desiderata as Snow and Blue Geese, 
G&bll, and European Widgeon' cam6 to us, and the very new pattern of brant 
records was continued this year by a flock of 25 of the American form at Niagaro 
Falls on May 16 (Axtells); ten were still there at the month's end (Brockner). The 
two Harlequin Ducks which wintered at  tl,e Falls were not present after March 15. 
HAWKS -- OWLS: 

Good flights of Broad-winged Hawks along the shore of Lake Erie south of Buffalo 
occurred on the 26th and 30th of April, and of Sharp-shins on May 2. Turkeys ore 
now quite regularly reported from Allegany State Park. Few shore birds were found 
on "our" side of the Niagara River; four Pectoral Sandpipers were early arrivals 
at Wolcottsville on April 2 (Webster, Wendling), and the first record of Upland 
Sandpiper came on the unbelievably late date of May 2 from Farnham (Axtells). 
SWIFTS - SHRIKES: 

Flycatchers, as a family, arrived about on time. Wrens were very late; Long- 
billed Marsh Wrens were not reported until May 7 and Short-bills seemed un- 
accountably absent from every one of their old haunts. Hermit Thrushes and both 
kinglets were more than usually abundant in late April. Pipits and Migrant Shrikes 
came early. 
VIREOS - WARBLERS: 

The five vireos averaged an unbelievable seven days late. Warblers were more 
punctual insofar as our overall records show. However, it seemed that a single 
observer would manage to find a single bird on its due date, after which no more 
would be seen for several days. I t  was a thin migration indeed, and there was no 
compensating Decoration Day wave as sometimes occurs. 
BLACKBIRDS - SPARROWS: 

The April and May migration of almost all of the species in these families wos 
delayed. Numbers did not seem to be reduced as in the case of the warblers and 
vireos, but weather conditions caused arrivals which averaged obaut five days later 
than usual. Grasshopper, Henslow's, and Lincoln Sparrows were particularly tardy. 
Fox Sparrows were much in evidence in late April when usually their numbers are 
thinning out. Redpolls ended their western New York convention during the first 
week of April and disappeared northward; Evening Grosbeal<s lingered until May 
10 (3 seen at Wellsville by Mrs. McMurtrey) 

Clark S. Beardslee 
132 McKinley Ave. 
Kenmore, N. Y. --- 

REGION 2 - SOUTHERN TIER - PART 1 
The area did not have an outstanding spring migrotion as we had hoped we 

might, following such a mild winter. While Warblers were here in  good numbers 
the weekend of May 17, there was nothing spectacular then or a t  anytime. April 
and May were relatively cool and very wet; early June has not been much better. 
193 species were recorded on the May 17 census of the Cayuga Lake Basin by the 
Cornell Ornithology Seminar group. 
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LOONS - DUCKS: 
A Horned Grebe was reported by the triple Cities Naturalists' Club on 4/ 

None seen last year. Several observers in  different localities have remarked tl 
Great Blue Herons ore down in numbers. American Bittern 4/4, Montezuma (My 
& Seeber), a t  Binghamton 4/19. Nest found a t  Spencer Marsh 5/27 containin< 
eggs. (Cornell Ornithology 9 class) European Widgeon, Blue-winged Teal, Mo; 
zuma 4/1 1 (Cornell Conservation 103 class) B. W. Teal nest bui l t  5/14, Montezun 
(W. J. Hamilton I l l )  Flock of 3 0  Whistling Swans over Endicott, 4/30 (Rising) Sn 
Goose reported a t  Eurora, 4/15 (Hewitt). 
HAWKS - OWLS: 

A Goshawk was seen over Cornell Rifle Range 5 /12 (J. Layne). Broad-winE 
Hawk 4,119 and Osprey 4116 by Triple Cities Nat. Club. Latter reported as mc 
common than usual this+ year. Osprey a t  lthaca 4/20 (AAA). Long and Short SQM 
Pigeon Hawk, Stewart Park, lthaca 4/72. Florida Gallinule, Triple Cities 4/: 
Wilson's Snipe, Larch Meadows south of lthaca 4/9 (Rosche), at  Freeville ur 
5 / i  0, then gone. (Hoyt) Woodcock incubating 4/12 (Hoyt). 

Bonaparte's Gull dJ8, Cayuga Lake jetty (Sibley), 4/10 in Triple Cities art 
Black Terns, Montezuma 5/3 (Cornell Field Orn. Club), a t  Triple Cities 5/5. Bc 
species of Cuckoo seem more abundant than usual this year. 

Long-eared Owl, Inlet Valley, 5/3 (Rosche). Heinz Meng reported that Gre 
Horned Owls again nested a t  the old Peregrine nest site a t  Taughannock Falls a 
had two 3-week-old young on 4/8. 
SWIFTS - SHRIKES: 

Whip-poor-will, 5/2, Palmer's Woods, lthaca (Long). One also heard most 
that week north of East Mill Airport and recorded on tape (P. P. Kellogg). Hea 
near Binghamton 5/17 (Doren, Fassenden, White). First Nighthawk of season 
lthaca, 5 /10 (Simon), same dote Binghamton. Ruby-throated Hummingbird I 

5/9 a t  lthaca (Rosche) and at  Binghamton (Bemont). Nest almost complete, Etl 
6/2 (Hoyt). 

While sti l l  uncommon in  oreo, there have been a few more reports of Re 
headed Woodpeckers this year than in recent years. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher 5/13, Ely Park, Binghamton (H. Marsi). Yellow-bellic 
Flycatcher 5/16, Renwick Hgts,, lthaca (Boch). 1st record of Tufted Titmou 
in Triple Cities oreo, 4/25 (Bemont, Rising, Layman). Seen regularly at  Stewo 
Pork, Ithaca, al l  spring. See note below*. Red-breasted Nuthatch, Binghan 
ton 5/9. A n  early dote for House Wren is 4/12 a t  Binghamton. In lthoca arc 
first one was 4/24, Etna (Hoyr). Last record for Winter Wren, 5/3 Binghamto~ 
Long-billed March Wren had young in  nest 5/13, near Triple Cities. 

Hermit Thrush, Binghamton 4/12 (Layman). Nest with 5 eggs, McLean Bo! 
5/12 (WJH I l l ) .  

Blue-gray Gnatcotcher was qute conspicuous the first week i n  May  at  lthoc 
(Stewart Park) but seemed to have disappeared later in  the month. I t  arrived 4/3 
a t  Binghamton (H. Marsi) and 2 nests were located there later. Shrikes again see 
scarce. - 

* In the July '52 issue, I stated in regard t o  the Tufted Titmouse that no positive evidenc 
of their breeding at Stewart Park had been found. I have since learned that Mrs. Georg 
Wclles of Elmiro sow 3 or 4 young Titmice following adults in Stewart Park on 5/18/52, an 
being fed. 
VIREOS - WARBLERS: 

Yellow-throated Vireos are reported as uncommon i n  Triple Cities area thl 
spring. Very few Philadelphia a t  Ithaca. 

Among the Warblers, Tenessees were abundant a t  lthaca in  migration an 
lingered late. More Bay-breasted Worblers were seen than usually, a t  Ithaca, bu 
T. C. Not. Club reports fewer of this species this year than last. A Prothonotor 
Warb!er was singing a t  Stewart Park an 5/23 and seen by a dozen observers. Worm 
eating Warbler 5/9 a t  Lower Enfield south of lthaca (Carter); a t  Binghamton 5/11 
(Marsi), heard singing there on 5/30 (White) no nest located to date. Golden 
winged Warbler, Cornell Rifle Range 5/7 (WJH Ill), Blue-winged Warbler, Sapsucke 
Woods, Ithaca, 5/6 (Emerman). Brewster's Warbler 5/16;- Binghamton, (Layman 
Rising). Kentucky Warbler, Triple Cities 5/17, (Layman, Rising, Bemont). 
BLAckBIRDS - SPARROWS: 

Baltimore Orioles were late in  arriving a t  Ithaca, the f irst being reported 5/: 
by Borbehenn a t  Treman Park. Numerous reports of increase i n  numbers of Cardi 
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i nois throughout the region. Good flocks of Pine Sislcins reported everywhere i n  area; 
lost date a t  Triple Cities 5/30 (Bemont, Rising). Young Siskins out of nest 6/1 1 
cornell campus (R. Fischer). Several more flocks o f  Red Crossbills reported from 
Triple Cities. 

A late Tree Sparrow 5/22 a t  Beebe Lake, lthaca (Short). White-crowned Spar- 
rows at  lthaca 5 / 2  to  5/17. White-throats were unusually abundant and were seen 

5/19 a t  Ithaco. A Lincoln's Sparrow was reported a t  Sapsucker Woods 5/3 
(~osche). 

Les Bemont has called i t  to my attention that I attributed several records to 
h:m in the last issue which should have gone to the Triple Cities Naturalists' Club. 

Mrs. Southgate Hoyt 
"Aviana", Etna, N. Y. 

REGION 2 - SOUTHERN TIER - PART 2 
The spring has been consistently coal and wet, with an occasional warm day, 

as on May  10 and 11 when temperature was in  the eighties. The warm days, 
though few, sent migrating birds through in o hurry, so that we did not have many 
waves of migration. The frequent rains have produced o luxuriant growth of gross 
and foliage, and hay meadows have grown rankly. Migration hos been rather 
complete, as most species were recorded. 
LOONS - DUCKS: 

Common Loons were recorded on the Chemung river as late as May 6, ond on 
Keuka Lake as late as May  17. A pair of Horned Grebes were an the basin a t  
Branchport a l l  through M a y  unti l  the 25th. The Chemung Valley society reports 
Great Blue Heron very scarce, and the some is true of the Keuka Lake area. The 
first American Egret appeared a t  Montezumo Marsh the last week in  April. Both 
Teal were almost absent from Keuka Lake this spring. Black Ducks breed wherever 
there is an extensive area of swampy woods, and partially grown young were found 
in the Chemung area on May 30. Wood Duck are using a nest box put up by 
A. W. Fudge a t  Lowe Pond. American Mergansers were on the Chemung river 
os late as May  16. - 
HAWKS - OWLS: 

On April 14  and 15 a Bald Eagle was seen near Catharine Creek, and one over 
Mrs. Yorlc's H i l l  a t  Elmira on May  22. Morsh Hawks are scarce this year; a pair 
that gave evidence of nesting a couple of miles north of t3ranchport in May are not 
there this summer - whether something drove them away or they were destroyed I 
do not know. A n  Osprey was on Keuka Lake a t  Branchport as late as May 21. 
Sparrow Hawks were about their usual numbers during winter and late spring, 
but are generally scarce now. A Florida Gallinule flew into a barn near Elmira 
on April 20, and was brought to A. W. Fudge, who banded it. The writer's f irst 
Woodcock and Wilson Snipe were both recorded on Apri l  5, and on May 17 in 
company with M. J. Lerch and C. A. Sturdevant found 3 downy young. Spotted 
Sandpiper scarce along Keuko Lake. Solitory Sandpiper a t  Elmira May 2. Caspian 
Tern appeared May 4, with Common and Black Terns 10 days later. Horned Owls 
were calling i n  their usual numbers during spring, but Screech Owls are not common. 
A Barred Owl was heard near Elmira May 6. 
SWIFTS -SHRIKES: 

First Chimney Swifts were recorded by the Elmira group on April 26, and first 
Humminabird on the 6th dav of May. First Elmira Nighthawk was seen on Apri l  30. 
~ i n ~ f i s h i r s  were seen olong'Keuka Lake unti l  May 16 - none since; i t  is probable 
that fishermen destroy them. The nesting of one pair in  an active grovel p i t  just 
north of Branchport was destroyed in  the process of taking out gravel. Red-headed 
Woodpeckers are slightly on the increase the last couple of years; there are 5 oreai 
in the Elmira locality where they are found this year, and there are one or two 
additional paints i n  Yates county where they are nesting. Pileated Woodpeckers 
seem to be gradually on the increase. A n  extremely early recording of the Kingbird 
was made on Apr i l  14 by V. Fudge o f  the Chemung Valley society. No Olive-sided 
Flycatchers were reported. 

Carleton A. Sturdevant of Prattsburg, who has a large colony of Cliff Swallows 
on his barns, reports a couple of unusual sidelights on s w a l l o ~  nesting: Several pairs 
of Cliff Swallows dispossessed Barn Swallows nesting in  the hayloft, coming in under 
the roof and revamping the Barn Swallow nests into their own fashion; also a pair 
of Tree Swallows drove Cliff Swallows from a nest under the eaves and took over. 

The Kingbird 4 3 



The Elmira group reports a Red-breasted Nuthatch on May 2. 1 have found 
Thrashers established in several additional spats in  Yates and northern Steuben 
counties. First Migrant Shrike in this area was on March 24. 
GNATCATCHERS - WARBLERS: 

Gnatcatchers appeared in the Elmira areo May 1, and the middle of May 
group from the ICeulca Park club observed 4 of them a mile south of Branchport, 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were in the Keuka Lake areo ti l l  May 9, which was also 
my last date on Ruby-crowns. 

Blue-headed Vireo reported on April 19 at Elmira. The Worm-eating Warbler 
is nesting again at Elmira, and was seen on May 10. Warblers came through on 
about their usual schedules, and oll species which we customarily find were reported. 
Pine Warblers are becoming more scarce with the continued cutting of red pine, 
which in this area i s  their natural habitat. Many Yellow-breasted Chats were 
reported {rom.,the Chemung River area, but they are scarce in the Keulta Lake 
region. Their fluctuations, however, are governed by the change in habitat; after 
brush and second growth reach a certain stage the Chats go elsewhere. 
BLACKBIRDS.- SPARROWS: 

Rusty Blockbirds were scarce this spring, only o few being reported. Meadow. 
larks arrived in the Keulta Lake area an March 13. Baltimore Orioles arrived about 
their usual dotes, but they appear to have proceeded immediately to nesting, for 
young orioles were out of the nest and chattering by the 15th of June, which is 
almost two weeks earlier than normal. First Scarlet Tanagers were reported on 
May 6, both from the Elmira and Branchport areas. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeaks appear to be slightly on the increase over the drea. 
A Blue Grosbeak was found on Big Island in the Chemung river on May 16, and 
was seen by several observers. Evening Grosbeaks were a t  Horseheods as late as 
April 28. On May 1 the writ.er found o flock of a dozen to 15 White-winged 
Crossbills in the hemlo~ks on his farm. Seven Pine Grosbeaks were seen on May 3 
southeast of Elmira. Indigo Buntings appeared at Elmira on May 9; this species 
hos greatly increased in the past 20 yeors. The Chemung Valley society had Slate- 
colored Junco an May 16; they occasionally spend the summer at  higher altitudes in 
the southern tier, especially where there ore swampy woods and hemloclc. Vesper 
Sparrow was recorded at Elmiro an April 4. 

Chorles J. Spiker 
Branchport, N. Y. 

REGION 3 - LAKE ONTARIO 
LOONS - DUCKS: 

Both Red-throated Loon and Holboell's Grebe were seen in unusual numbers 
along lake shore throughout April, with as many as thirt.y-five of the Grebe being 
counted an April twenty-second. Double-crested Cormorant mode their appearance 
an the weekend of May third when a high of thirty were seen by Listman at Shore 
Acres. 

A European Teal and on American Egret were reported from Montezumo Wild 
Life Refuge on May 17, our spring census day, by Taylor and Klonick. 

A new record for Monroe County was made with the appearance of a Barnacle 
Goose in  the flock of Canodas off Shore Acres. This Old World species was first 
seen on April fourth by Robert McKinney and a group returning from Oak Orchord. 
In the several days thpt i t  remained i t  was observed by others, including Howard 
Miller and Dr. Harold Axtel. 
HAWKS - OWLS: 

Two Goshawk and a Golden-Eagle were observed passing along our hawk 
migration route at the lake shore on April fourth. A Goshawk was again observed 
on the fifth, and a Golden-Eagle on the ninth of May. Iceland and Glaucous Gulls 
were observed as late as the third of May. 
SWIFTS - SHRIKES: 

Several Cliff Swallows were observed in both April and May, and two Carolino 
Wrens were reported both from Sodus and Skunk Hollow. Both an Acadion Fly- 
catcher and four Northern Horned Lorlt were recorded on the seventeenth of May, 
and on the sixteenth a Mockingbird made on appearance at Ling Rood. 
VIREOS - WARBLERS: 

The Yellow Palm Warbler was reported as eorly as the eightenth of April and 
the Magnolia and Black-throated Green arrived on the twenty-sixth. Myrtle 
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