
SHOULD SUBSPECIES BE GIVEN ENGLISt I NAMES ? 

In connection with the forthcoming edition of ihc A. 0. U. Check-List 
of North Anwrican Birds the question is being argued whether subspecies 
should be given English namcs, or whether such names should be restricted 
to the species unit. 

The  main argument against vernacular names for subspecies arc: that 
most subspecies cannot be identified in the field by the amateurs for whom 
such names are intendcd; that their existence encourages in amateurs a pre- 
tense of such identification under the erroneous irnpiession that it is "scien- 
tific" and in the desire to increase personal lists; that such names give a 
False impression that subspecics are definite units when they are usually 
arbitrary divisions of a gradually vaiying series of populations; that any 
amateur competent, ~ n d  able under special circuinstanees to make a useful 
and accurate s~~bspecific iclentification will be suGciently informed to refer 
to the scientific name; and that the modern tendency in popular bird booIts7 
both here and abroad, is to clisregard subspecies. 

The  main arguments i j q  favor of English names for subspecies are: that 
some subspecies are so distinct that amateurs wish to have names for them; 
that confusion may result from the sudclcn abolition of all subspecific names, 
some of which have long been in the literature; that subspecics will he 
suficientlY de-emphasized and casual use of their names discouraged, provided 
subspccific vernaculars are formed by prefixing to the specics name the cur- 
rent subspecific designation, or, il necessary, a new geographic prefix; and 
that the existence of subspecific names forinecl in this maimer serves to edu- 
cate the amateur in the important evolutionary fact of geographic variation. 

Believing that the A. 0. U. Check-List Conmittce should be interested 
in the views of anmteurs on a matter chiefly concerning amateurs, thc Lin- 
mean Society of New York recently appointcd a Committee to investigatc 
and report on the question. The  Chairman of this Committee is Eugene 
Eisenmann - recently President of this Federation. 

The  Committee urgently solicits the views of bird students throughout 
the State, as well as elsewhere, and requests that such vicws be transmitted 
to the Chairman at 110 West 86 Street, New Yorlc 24, N. Y. 

CENSOR YOUR LOCAL EDITOR 
SALLY F. HOYT 

It often seems that the man in the street, the average individual, has 
little voice in deterrnining conservation principles and practices, especially 
when we are unsuccessful in our efforts to pass, or to prevent the passage of, 
some particular piece of legislation. Rut there is one way in which we can 
and should make ourselves heard, and that is in respect to newspaper re- 
porting of natural history material. I have been appalled a t  somc of the 
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articles that havc appeared in print in newspapers and popular magazines 
on such subjects as the ltilling of hawlts, owls, and I might add beneficial 
snaltes. I have raised my voice in protest, usually in vain, and when I have 
sought help of authorities in conservation, I've often been told: "Oh, you 
have to gct used to that sort of thing in the papers and ignore it. It's the 
pop~llar point of view and you can't combat it very well." Well, I want to 
try to combat it, and I feel strongly that if we will make i t  a practice to 
write a protest to a newspaper or magazine every time an article or coluinn 
appears which contains inaccuracies or which advocates extermination of 
preclators, which usually means hawlts and owls, our combined voices will 
get rcsults. Hunters and fishermen who arc true sportsmen arc with us 
and will back our efforts. 

Tthach is tortunate in having a newspaper whose editor will not publish 
lurid items about eagles attacking people, numbers of crows and hawlts shot 
by intrepid hunters, etc., and the paper does publish a weeltly colun~n on 
natural histoly and conservation which is accurate, factual, and aimed to 
satisfy the most arclent hunter as well as the "nature-lover" in the narrow 
(and sometimes derogatory) sense of the word. 

But there are cities in our state, larger than Ithaca, which continue to 
p ~ ~ b l i s h  pictures of inclivicl~~als holding a protected hawk which they have 
shot or clubbecl (and which may be identified in the picturc as an Eagle, 
also protected) with captions implying that thc ltilling is to bc commendecl. 
As recently as December, a column in a newspaper in one of OLIS largest 
cities advocatecl shooting every Snowy Owl seen. T h e  Snowy is 1)rotected 
in our state, and even ik it werc not, educated people know that its favorite 
items of food are mice, rabbits and pigcons. T h e  writer of this column later 
apolagizcd for it, becnusc enough people in the area piotcsted. I think that 
we members ol' the Federation of N. Y. Statc Bird Clubs and readers of the 
KINGBIRD have a rcal iole we can play in cleanin$ up  inaccurate and 
biased reporting on the,subject of conservation. Don't just sputtcr when an 
articlc rubs you the wrong way. Do something about it, and ask your 
frieids to. Editors want to please their rcaders, and they'll watch their re- 
porting and admonish their columnists if there are enough protests. 

Anotlwr way in which we can be of service to the papers is in offering 
our help in icle~~tifying birds. Newspapers which wo~~lcl  never dream of 
using an unocrified news item about an individual will an item to the 
e k k t  that a strange bird had been reportecl ltillecl near the City IIall, which 
had been idcntifiecl by a bystanclcr as a ICingfisher - following which there 
will be a good clescriptioiz of a Green I-Ieron. I have in my hand a clipping 
which clescribes a Junco as "not as large as a Starling, clarlc blue, with white 
visible in the wings when flying." 

Suggest to your editors that they call a representative of the local bird 
club, or get in touch with the biologist at the nearest college, when there 
is a question of identification, or offer your own services. Let's strive for 
rnorc accuracy in ncwspaper and magazine articles on wildlife, and inole 
intelligent write-ups on conservation. 

"Aviana", Etna, N. Y. 
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