and in discussing its future, one day, a teacher sighed—“If only there were
some way to make our land a refuge so that we could preserve the treasure
that is here, and perhaps even teach the town children to use our grounds,
instead of abusing them.” “Why not?” asked another member in the room.
The fact was as simple as that.

With the backing of the local Audubon and Conservation Societies, the
interest of an athletic coach who had studied forestry and two or three other
teachers, the formation of a ‘Middle School Grounds Committee’ and the
appearance of three of its 12 year old members at a PTA meeting to explain
their project, the loan of a tractor, a sign, the Park School Wildlife Refuge
was established: The whole school turned out to plant shrubs from the Soil
Conservation Service. Bird houses and feeders were built in shop; breeding
birds noted and protected; trails marked, censuses taken, and the property
opened to Audubon members and qualified groups. The Senior Class gave
a farewell gift of trees with the idea of creating an arboretum, and parents
were urged to do the same. This spring a second shrub border and pine
seedlings from N. Y. State and the U. S. Soil Conservation Service will dress
up a bare field—again with the students doing the work.

Such a project generates its own momentum. lts values extend to the
whole community. Garden Clubs, youth groups and individuals can con-
tribute to it and enjoy it. ;

Many churches, schools, hospitals and town parks have a corner which
could be transformed with little effort and small financing. As bulldozers
crunch their way through our native growth, as thruways and shopping
centers and housing developments displace marsh, field and hedgerow, some
way must be found to compensate for the loss to wildlife—to bring con-
servation practices to the notice of the town fathers. Who better to do it
than members of the Federation, either individually or as an organization?
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I hope that each member club has been able to follow the suggestion of
the State Book Committee, by taking a breeding bird census in their area,
and that they will submit a report to Audubon Field Notes, for inclusion
with similar censuses from other localities. By taking part in such a project
one can learn at first hand how a breeding bird population of a given acreage
can be accurately determined, and thus apply this knowledge to one’s own
favorite areas in future years.

Time is fast approaching for our annual meeting in Ithaca, August 28-
29, and I hope that 4 great many members may find it possible to attend
both the Saturday meeting and banquet, as well as the Sunday field trip.
It is always a satisfaction to meet old friends and to make new acquaintances
at such a gathering. a

HAROLD D. MITCHELL.
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