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Editors' Preface 

This is the first OF a projected series which will trace the study of birds 
in New York State from colonial times to the twentieth century with em. 
phasis on biographies of those who have made significant contributiolls to 
ornithology. In this first article the Albany and lower Hudson area has 
been touched on very briefly since this will be covered in a forthcoming 
paper by Dr. Minnie B. Scotland. 

The aid of all readers of The Kingbird and members of the Federation of 
New York State Bird Clubs is urgently solicited in forwarding this project, 
Needed are such things as material relative to local and county lists, inforlnp 
tion on persons not well known to historians, and sources of biographical 
data. Anyone wishing to prepare a sketch on a particular person should make 
this known. As $12 initial specific request, information is needed on Jacob 
P, Giraud Jr., the author in 1844 of Birds of Long Island. Correspondence 
may be directed to the senior editor at 92 Clinton Strect, Gouverneur, or the 
junior cditor at New York State Teachers College, Albany. 

The Colonial Period 
John B. Belknap 

When in 1609 Henry I-ludson sailed up the river which now bears his 
name, the territory comprising New York State was for thc most part heavily 
forested. The type of forest cover varied clue to differences in soil, altitude 
and climate. I-lardwoods such as beech, maple, birch, basswood and ash 
predominated in many areas with spruce and fir being found at higher 
elevations. HemlocI< and white pine were the most widely distributed OF 
the conifers. The trees in the lower Hudson valley were mainly oak, chcst- 
nut, white and pitch pine. On Long Island could be found oak and pitch 
pine together with more southerly varieties such as sweet gum, holly and 
persimmon. 

Two grassland areas, one on Long Island and one in western New York, 
were exceptions to the general rule. The former, called the Hempstead 
Plains, was a Favored habitat for the Eastern Pinnated Grouse or Heath Hen. 
The other area, known as the Genesee country, consisted OF an extensive tract 
OF swamp grassland together with open woodland, much of it oak. It con- 
tains fertile soil eqsiy of cultivation, woods free of undergrowth, and extensive 
meadowlands. 

Although cutting down the forest began with the earliest settlement, it 
was some time before serious inroads werc made on the forest covcr of the 
state. Clearing the land was hard, slow work. In 1700 it is estimated that 
there were 25,000 white eople in New York State, most of thcm on Long 
Island and in the lower I- P udson valley, about one person for each two square 
miles of land in the state. 

While the Dutch were settling the southeastern part of the state, French 
explorers began penetrating our territory from the north. I t  was not long 
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