
A N  OLD REPORT OF ESKIMO CURLEW ON LONG ISLAND - Lilte wisps of fog 
on a misty sea come tales out of the past, some first hand, others repeated, many 
exaggerated, but occasionally one authentic enough for the record. This narrative 
is relative to the Esltimo Curlew and seems well founded. 

The remarlts came from the veteran feather-hunter and well-known guide, the 
late Nelson Verity, life-long resident of Seaford, Long Island. Mr .  Verity died in 
an accident a t  his home about five years ago a t  the age of 92. On many occasions 
he related to  me incidents happening in  the latter half of the 19th century both on 
the Long Island uplands ond on the bay. There were no regulated hunting laws 
during those years and he was busily engaged in feather hunting for the adornment 
of wnmen's hats. (See Elliott, 1945, Audubon Magazine 47(1):30-34.) He was 
well known to sportsmen as a guide and acted i n  this capacity to Wi l l iam Dutcher, 
famous Long Island ornithologist of three-quarters of a century ago. (See Elan H. 
Eaton, 1910, Birds of New Yorlc 1, 355.) 

Nelson's comments spared no one, not even himself, in  relation to the relentless 
attitude of the market and feather hunters of old. In those days any bird that 
walked, stalked or flew received l i t t le mercy f rom the ever-present shotgun, whose 
muzzles on busy days were dipped into the bay to cool after excessive shooting. 
(Despite this the old veteran baymen seemed t o  hold themselves guiltless and con- 
sidered i t  their. inalienable right to gun to the limit. I could never convince one 
that the demand could exhaust the supply. They always retorted with a comment 
like: "Why there ain't half as many birds on the boy today with a l l  your protection 
l ike there were years ago.") 

Verity was well acquainted with many shore birds, including the very rare Long- 
billed Curlew which, however, was reportedly more common years ago in  the east. 
Lilte other baymen he called the common Hudsanian Curlew "Jack" or "Jack 
Curlew" and the formerly abundant, bu t  now possibly extinct, Esltima Curlew 
"dough-bird" - this name was given i t  by gunners because of its accumulated fat 
i n  autumn. 

I talked with Nelson Verity one Sunday afternoon as I sat in  his Ititchen. 
Reminiscent thoughts come to h im as silence prevailed; then he remarked: "You 
lcnow the dough-bird, Esltima Curlew they call i t  - hoven't seen it i n  many years - 
gone I gue:?. They say it's extinct." Upon m y  concurring on this paint, Nelson 
continued: I remember the last fair-sized floclc I ever saw. I t  was on a stormy 
September day. For a couple of days a northeaster had flooded the bay; the 
meadows (bay islands) were flooded. I was gunning south of here not far from 
shore and a good-sized floating island of thick, dead thatch was stirring around 
aheod of me. A l l  of a sudden a close floclc of about 40 Eskimo Curlews came by 
and alighted on the floating thatch island. I shot and got quite a few, bunched os 
they were. Then instead of flying o f f  they returned and I got some more. They 
were easy to shoot always coming back, and do you Icnow: I got every bird of that 
flock dawn to the last one." Verity's best recollection of the date wos some time 
in  the 1870s. 

Much agreement with this comes from Eaton (1, 341) as he fitt ingly remarks: 
Many . . . believe that this species is now practically extinct. I f  so it seems that this 
unfortunate fate has overtaken it because of its hobit of bunching so closely during 
migrations, that  gunners, as well as unfavorable weather conditions, hod exceptional 
opport~~ni t ies to affect its destruction." He states that i t  was abundaqt in Labrador 
in fall, fattened on crowberry, took the long f l ight  over the ocean to South Americo 
and l ike the Golden Plover was often driven landward by autumn gales. Forbush 
tells how they were mercilessly shot for food on the Massachusetts coast and also 
on their spring t r ip up the Mississippi Valley. Their flesh was described as excellent. 
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On the other hand the Hudsonian Curlew or "Jack Curlew" avoids hunters, is shy 
and difficult to stalk, and so perpetuates its race. Only occasionally it, like the 
~ 0 ~ ~ - b i l l e d  Curlew, exhibits sympathy for wounded companions, occording to Eaton. 
Furthermore he describes its flesh as quite unpalatable, except when feeding in the 
fall for some time on berries and grasshoppers. 

Strange as i t  may seem, in  Giraud's time, some 115 years ago, the Long-billed 
Curlew was reportedly more common on Long Island than the Hudsonian. Many 
of the Long-billed Curlew's nesting grounds have been destroyed by settlement of 
the west and northwest causing some reduction in numbers. Past records indicate 
0 darkening of the skies by thousands of Eskimo Curlews over Eastern Canada before 
their flight southward about the time that mass flights of Possenger Pigeons shut 
out the sun. Both were analogous in close flocking, susceptibility to disregard 
danger or failure to recognize i t  and dependence on flock rather than individual 
security. Each species huddled together, apparently trusting in a clost knit mass 
unit, and because man could readily profit by these conditions, he betrayed their 
trust, - John J. Elliott, 3994 Park Ave., Seaford, Long Island. 

UNUSUAL NESTING SITES OF BANK SWALLOWS - A number of species with 
wide distribution follow different behavior patterns in localized areas. A brief 
observation recorded on June 11, 1955, may alert others for such instances in the 
future. This observation involves the selection of peculiar nesting sites by two small 
colonies of Bank Swallows. 

While driving along the valley route (9N) through Upper Jay, Essex County, in 
the heart of the Adirondack Mountains, I noted Bank Swallows flying about in close 
proximity to two separate sawmill operations. I asked Ed Seeber, with whom I was 
vacationing, to stop the car far further examination of this interesting behavior. 
When studying the area with binoculars my attention was arrested by small 
apertures in  the sawdust pile. Further study indicated that both piles contained 
active nesting colonies, estimated at  ten pairs each. 

Individuals emerged and dived into nesting cavities despite the proximity of the 
buildings and human activity of all sorts, including all the noise and action one 
expects of a functioning sawmill. Swallow activity continued regularly even though 
the metal flume from the saw constantly threw fresh sawdust upon the pile. 

Although I've noted Bank Swallows using gravel piles und even honeycombed 
quarries, this seemed quite unusual. Dr. Harold H. Axtell, Curator of Biology at the 
Buffalo Museum of Natural Sciences, indicated that he too thought the record un- 
usual. A. C. Bent (1950, U. S. Nat. Mus. Bull. 179: 404) records two such nesting 
sites: Barrows observed a fairly large coloney at an abandoned logging operation in 
Michigan, and Slosson studied a smaller colony in New Hampshire. Neither indi- 
cotes nesting while so much human activity was being carried on. The studies of 
the Bank Swallow in New York State made by Dayton Stoner (1936, Roosevelt Wild 
Life Annals, 4(2): 122-233) do not refer to this type of behavior. - Art Schaffner, 
170 Laurel Street, Buffalo. 

A RECENT SPRING LARK SPARROW - The Lark Sparrow (Chondestes gram- 
macus) is a bird of our western plains country with an eastern subspecies (grammacus) 
and a western subspecies (strigatus). The ea:;tern bird breeds in eastern Nebraska, 
north to Manitoba, east to southeastern Onturio, Ohio, western Pennsylvania, and 
south to Alabama and Louisiana. 

New York State records for the bird are mainly from Long Island where It 
usually appears between July and November. As Griscom points out (1948, Auk 
65(3):3 10) the western subspecies i s  found in this coastal migrant population. 
Auduban Field Notes lists several coastal records for the species since 1950, from 
Maine to Florida. 

E. H. Eaton (1914, Birds of New Y ~ r k  11, 301) cites a June 13, 1903 record 
from Oneida Co. and the only nesting record for the State from Monroe Co. where 
Dobbin found it successfully rearing young in the summer of 191 1. 

On April 29, 1956 we were looking for ducks and sandpipers along some flooded 
flats near the Allegheny River three miles west of Allegany (Cattaraugus CO.) and 
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