
On the other hand the Hudsonian Curlew or "Jack Curlew" avoids hunters, is shy 
and difficult to stalk, and so perpetuates its race. Only occasionally it, like the 
~ 0 ~ ~ - b i l l e d  Curlew, exhibits sympathy for wounded companions, occording to Eaton. 
Furthermore he describes its flesh as quite unpalatable, except when feeding in the 
fall for some time on berries and grasshoppers. 

Strange as i t  may seem, in  Giraud's time, some 115 years ago, the Long-billed 
Curlew was reportedly more common on Long Island than the Hudsonian. Many 
of the Long-billed Curlew's nesting grounds have been destroyed by settlement of 
the west and northwest causing some reduction in numbers. Past records indicate 
0 darkening of the skies by thousands of Eskimo Curlews over Eastern Canada before 
their flight southward about the time that mass flights of Possenger Pigeons shut 
out the sun. Both were analogous in close flocking, susceptibility to disregard 
danger or failure to recognize i t  and dependence on flock rather than individual 
security. Each species huddled together, apparently trusting in a clost knit mass 
unit, and because man could readily profit by these conditions, he betrayed their 
trust, - John J. Elliott, 3994 Park Ave., Seaford, Long Island. 

UNUSUAL NESTING SITES OF BANK SWALLOWS - A number of species with 
wide distribution follow different behavior patterns in localized areas. A brief 
observation recorded on June 11, 1955, may alert others for such instances in the 
future. This observation involves the selection of peculiar nesting sites by two small 
colonies of Bank Swallows. 

While driving along the valley route (9N) through Upper Jay, Essex County, in 
the heart of the Adirondack Mountains, I noted Bank Swallows flying about in close 
proximity to two separate sawmill operations. I asked Ed Seeber, with whom I was 
vacationing, to stop the car far further examination of this interesting behavior. 
When studying the area with binoculars my attention was arrested by small 
apertures in  the sawdust pile. Further study indicated that both piles contained 
active nesting colonies, estimated at  ten pairs each. 

Individuals emerged and dived into nesting cavities despite the proximity of the 
buildings and human activity of all sorts, including all the noise and action one 
expects of a functioning sawmill. Swallow activity continued regularly even though 
the metal flume from the saw constantly threw fresh sawdust upon the pile. 

Although I've noted Bank Swallows using gravel piles und even honeycombed 
quarries, this seemed quite unusual. Dr. Harold H. Axtell, Curator of Biology at the 
Buffalo Museum of Natural Sciences, indicated that he too thought the record un- 
usual. A. C. Bent (1950, U. S. Nat. Mus. Bull. 179: 404) records two such nesting 
sites: Barrows observed a fairly large coloney at an abandoned logging operation in 
Michigan, and Slosson studied a smaller colony in New Hampshire. Neither indi- 
cotes nesting while so much human activity was being carried on. The studies of 
the Bank Swallow in New York State made by Dayton Stoner (1936, Roosevelt Wild 
Life Annals, 4(2): 122-233) do not refer to this type of behavior. - Art Schaffner, 
170 Laurel Street, Buffalo. 

A RECENT SPRING LARK SPARROW - The Lark Sparrow (Chondestes gram- 
macus) is a bird of our western plains country with an eastern subspecies (grammacus) 
and a western subspecies (strigatus). The ea:;tern bird breeds in eastern Nebraska, 
north to Manitoba, east to southeastern Onturio, Ohio, western Pennsylvania, and 
south to Alabama and Louisiana. 

New York State records for the bird are mainly from Long Island where It 
usually appears between July and November. As Griscom points out (1948, Auk 
65(3):3 10) the western subspecies i s  found in this coastal migrant population. 
Auduban Field Notes lists several coastal records for the species since 1950, from 
Maine to Florida. 

E. H. Eaton (1914, Birds of New Y ~ r k  11, 301) cites a June 13, 1903 record 
from Oneida Co. and the only nesting record for the State from Monroe Co. where 
Dobbin found it successfully rearing young in the summer of 191 1. 

On April 29, 1956 we were looking for ducks and sandpipers along some flooded 
flats near the Allegheny River three miles west of Allegany (Cattaraugus CO.) and 
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observed a strange sparrow feeding in an open field. The field hod been plowed 
the previous fall and then flooded earlier this spring; hence only a few hardy weeds 
were present. Nearby waz a brushpile about 15 feet high into which the bird flew 
to perch a few times. I t  fed on the ground but occasionally flew to perches three 
to five feet from the ground. When collected i t  was perched on a fence wire about 
three feet from the ground. I t  was a female Eastern Lark Sparrow (kindly de. 
iermTned by I<. C. Parlces of the Carnegie Museum). The bird weighed 24.7 grams, 
was moderately fat; largest ovum 1.5 mm, in diameter. In  its stomach were small 
adult co,eopterids and a few seeds. The wing measured 84.0 mm., tail 64.0 mm, 
and tarsus 19.0 rnm. Dr. Parkes states in a letter that the bird is extremely dark 
on the dorsum. 

The bird wos essentially solitary but about 50 yard5 distant were migrating 
Vesper, Savannah and Grasshopper Sparrows. In this high plateau country this 
spring unusually large number of Vesper and White-crowned Sparrows were seen. 
The Pro~honotary 0956,  22(6):43) lists another Larlc Sparrow from the Niagora 
Frontier this spring from Morgans Point, Ontario on May 1 1  (Drobits). 

Eatan (301) in 1914 stated that he expected this bird gradually to extend its 
range from northeastern Ohio and western Pennsylvania into New Yorle as the 
Prairie Horned Larlc and Migrant Shrike hove done since the clearing of the forest, 

Todd (1940, Birds of Western Pennsylvania, 6 ? 6  quoting Dickey's description 
of its habitat in Greene Co., Pa. (SW corner) says, Hillside pastures and extensive 
cattle and sheep ronges are its favorite resorts." A t  the northeastern extremity of 
its range in Ohio and western Pennsylvania this bird is erratic in numbers and spotty 
in distribution. Predictions of its spread seem slow in materializing but this recent 
spring record still keeps alive hope thot the Larlc Sparrow will invade our few waste 
and barren fields in  western New York. One of the few extensive sheep ranges, 
where i t  might be loolced for nesting, is on South Hill just east of the south end of 
Canandoigua Lake. - S. W. Eaton, Biology Dept., St. Bonaventure University, St. 
Bonaventure, and F. G. Meyer, 736 Gorden Ave., Olean. 

AN UNUSUAL CASE OF MULTIPLE NEST USE. - In the collection of bird eggs 
owned by the late Ernest G. Tabor of Meridian, New York, one group represents 
an interesting example of multiple use of the sam- nest. The group includes three 
clutches of eggs, laid by three different species, and collected from the same nest 
within a period of one year and 17 days. 

On April 8, 1890, Tabor collected two eggs of the Red-tailed Hawk from a nest 
on the James Benton form in  the town of Ira, Cayuga county. The following winter, 
on February 7, 1891, he again visited the nest and removed two eggs of the Great 
Horned Owl. When he entered the same woodlot on April 25, 1891, he found thot 
the nest had been taken over by a pair of Red-shouldered Hawks, and he removed 
from the nest three eggs of this species. - Allen H. Benton, N. Y. S. College for 
Teachers, Albany. 
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