
white-throated Sparrow, and Myrtle Warbler and a study of the ecology of these 
species and areas should prove most interesting. Field Sparrow and Indigo Bunting: 
these were the two dominant finches of the Rome Sand Plains with the Field 
Sparrows in the oak scrub and the Indigo Buntings in the birch-blackberry thickets. 

151 Seventh North Street, Syracuse 8. 

REGION 6 - ST. LAWRENCE 
~ A N K  A. CLINCH 

The temperature for June and July was below normal, but there was 
rain to keep vegetation growing well. There was little activity bere 

among birders, although one calls i t  a noteworthy summer. 
LOONS - DUCKS: An American Egret was seen at  Perch River an Aug 15, 

and Egrets were reported in the southern part of the region. Attempts to get 
Canada Geese to breed a t  Perch River Refuge resulted in at least one nest and 
four young this year. It was another good breeding season for all ducks except 
Mallards (J. Wilson). Ruddy Ducks were seen ot Perch River and Chaumant about 
the middle of August. A Turkey Vulture was observed for some time by D. Gordon 
near West Carthage an Jul 14. This is the third record far Jefferson County. 

HAWKS-OWLS: A Solitary Sandpiper was seen on July 16 by E. Nichols 
who reports i t  as the earliest record for St. Lawrence County. Wilson's Snipe, 
Lesser Yellowlegs as well as Spotted, Semipalmoted and Least Sandpipers were seen 
at Perch River Jul 21. On Aug 14 two Caspian Terns were seen near Sackets 
Harbor. 

WOODPECKERS - SPARROWS: A Red-headed Woodpecker was noted near 
Watertown and an adult and an immature bird were observed at Perch River late 
in August. An Alder Flycotcher was seen and heard on the Tug Hill Plateau west 
of Houseville Aug 14 (Gordon). Olive-backed Thrushes and Tennessee Warblers 
were lost found in  Madrid on Jun 1. The last Bay-breasted Worbler was seen the 
same day. Nashville Warblers were found in the woods near Maclrid this summer 
by Nichols. This summer Evening Grosbeaks continued to eat at a feeder near 
Potsdam, and later bror~ght young with them (L. Blake). She also found their nests 
which I think were in St. Lawrence County. Rev. Nichols also found Evening Gras- 
beaks this summer. He saw them once at Canton and several times in the Colton 
region up to Jul 30. 

173 I-laley St., Watertown. 

REGION 7 - ADIRONDACK - CHAMPLAIN 
T ~ o n i ~ s s  A. LESPERANCE 

A very quiet sumncr here bird-wise. Correspondents were active look- 
ing for birds; it was the birds themselves which were inactive. 

T h e  period from July 1 to August 31 procluced only eleven days on 
which the temperature rose to 90 degrees, the average daily temperature 
being close to a comfortable 72. Nights were cooler than normal. There 
were not thc excel~tional outbreaks of army worms as there were last year. 
Tent caterpillars were only numerous in isolated cases, therefore no cuckoos 
were reported from any areas. 

LOONS - OWLS: Very few Loons were seen on Lake Champlain this summer, 
and the only inland report comes from Tupper Lake (Kingsbury). Duck Hawks were 
not noted over the islands of Lake Champlain for the first time in four years. The 
Turkey Vulture was seen from Four Brothers Island by the gull banding party 
Jun 24. This is the second record in two years far this species. An adult Bold 
Eagle was seen a t  Little Clear Pond during August (Kingsbury). The Ruffed Grouse 
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I s  det~nltely on the increase this year after their seem ng total disappearance 
fall. Reported common to plentiful in  areas west of the Peru, Keeseville, E~~~~ 
territory, they were almost completely absent there lost year. On kour Brothers 
Island Ring Billed Gull nesting population is increasing while Herring Gull numbers 
remain normol. Mr. and Mrs. Bruce McGregor and I bonded 780 nestling gulls 
there. A large flock of Common Terns was noted at  AuSable Point Aug 21. 

SWIFTS - SPARROWS: Passerine conditions were normal with no Outstanding 
exceptions noted but for one record. Dr. Kingsbury and Miss Amsrutz at  Sunmount 
Veterans' Hospital found o Clay-colored Sporrcw. The bird was observed many times 
from Jun 15 to Jul 3, with many others seeing the bird. (Ed. Note: Details haye 
been requested on this fine record.) Rusty Blackbirds flocked in large numbers after 
the nesting season at Tupper Lake (Kingsbury). 

Keeseville. 

REGION 8 - MOHAWK - HUDSON 

Thc  summer period in the Schenectady arca wns generally cool and 
T h e  period high of 94 degrces was set on Jun 14; the low of 43 degrees 
was recorcled five clays latcr. Junc rainfall was considerably less than half 
the average, and that of July was about a half inch below normal. Prc- 
cipitation continued bclow norinal during the first hall of August. 

Among the Letter finds during the summer wcre a Duck I-Iawk, a Short- 
billcd Marsh Wren, and a Bluc-gray Gnatcatchcr. In addition, some species 
sliowed interesting number comparisons in relation to 1955. 

LOONS- DUCKS: An unusual summer record wos that of a Common Loon 
seen at Mohawk Lock 7 on Jul 22 (Schenectady Bird Club). During June 1955, up to 
90 or so Black-crowned Night Herons could be see? at  Vischer's Pond;, but num- 
bers this summer appeared to be down considerably. American Egrets did not put 
in an appearance locally until Jul 15, when two were seen at Vischer's Ponds 
(Meritt). A few others were recorded later in the monlh, and on Aug. 12 o compact 
group of 28 was seen at the Ponds (Hallenbeclc, Meritt). Woad Ducks with young 
were repcrted both from Collins Lake, Scotia, and Vischer's Ponds lote in July, but 
breedinp waterfowl generally appeared to be scarcer this yeor than lost. 

HAWKS-OWLS: A Turkey Vulture was observed over Vischer's Ponds on 
Jun 17 (Footel. This constitutes the f i f th or sixth local record this year; none were 
reported in 1955. An immature Bald Eagle wai  seen at Delmar on Jun 3 (Madison), 
and on Aug 8 a Duck Hawk was observed at the Schenectady County Airport (Bart- 
lett). An Osprey was seen at  Stony Creek Reservoir on Aug 5 (Foote). Ruffed 
Grouse continued to be relatively scarce. There were several reports of the Florida 
Gallinule. About eight Virginia Roils and four Soro; were heard at Meadowdale 
Marsh on the very early morning of June 24 (Stone). There were several other 
reparts of the Virginia, but no others of the Soro. A Coot was obzerved ot Collins 
Lake on two occasions during June and ogoin during July (Hallenbeck). On Jul 22 
an Upland Sandpiper was seen near Scotia (Brown, Hallenbeck) and this species was 
also reported from Delmar during July (Sabin). The Solitary Sandpiper and Wilson's 
Snipe were reported late in the period. The Yellow-billed Cuckoo was first reported 
locally this year on Jun 2, when one was heard in the Korner pine barrens between 
Schenectody and Albany (Hallenbeck). The species was reported again in  J,uly, but 
i t  was decidedly less common thon the Bla-k-bill, which was itself not overly con- 
spicuous. A Horned Owl was heard at  Alplaus on Jun 21 (Heitkamp). A red- 
phase Screech Owl was seen almost daily at East Chatham from Jun 4 through 
Jun 12; o young Screech Owl was also observed on the latter date (Radke). Three 
to five Barn Owls, the first reported locally this year, were heord in  the Meadowdale 
region during the night of Jun 23-24 (Stone). 

GOATSUCKERS - SHRIKES: Two Pileated Woodpeckers were observed flying 
over Vischer's Ponds on Jul 22 (Brown, Hallenbeck, Meritt). One or two Olive- 
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