
Flycatchers were heard in the Warrensburg area on Jul  14 (SBC). A Yellow- 
bellled Flycatcher was seen at  Scotia on Jun 2 (Wallenbeck). Two small Purple 
Martin colonies were reported in the northern part of Schenectady County, and a 
larger colony, perhaps a new one in  the orea, was reported from Round Lake (fide 
~artlett). A Brown Creeper was seen a t  the pond on Jun 24 (Hallenbeck, Meritt) 
and again on Ju l  15 (Meritt). Although this bird is a common summer resident in 
the northern part  of the territory, i t  is not common in  the Mohawk valley. A 
Carolina Wren was present a t  Collins Lake, Scofia, but  this summer, as last, there 
was no evidence of the species breeding there A Winter Wren was heard near 
Thatcher Park on Jun 24 (Stone). On Aug 5 a Short-b~lled Marsh Wren was seen 
and heard a t  Vischer's Ponds (Foote): this species is a rare summer resident locally. 
Two completely albino Robins were reported. One was photographed by Mrs. Harry 
Winne a t  Rexford i n  late June, and another was seen at  Delmar on Jul  17 
(Madison). On  Jun 16 a Blue-gray Gnotcotcher wos seen and heord at  Vischer's 
Ponds (Meritt): this is the first local report of this species since 1951. 

VIREOS- WARBLERS: The Blue-headed Vireo was reported on several oc- 
casions from Scotia during June (Hallenbeck). On Jun 3 a Blue-winged Warbler 
was recorded near Vischer's Ferry (Kaskan); surprisingly enough, t h ~ s  is the only 
local 1956 report to date. Golden-winged Warblers, however, seemed more common 
than usual. A Cerulean Warbler was seen a t  Gallupville on Jun 3 (Zimmer). 
Another Cerulean and two Worm-eating Worblers were heord neor Thakber Park 
on June 24 (Stone). Both these species were recorded there the following pon th  by 
other observers. Following a very good May migratian, Blackburnion Wo'rblers op- 
peored more common than usual in  the Jenny Lake area, but Myrtles were appar- 
ently down i n  numbers there (Bartlett). The l a i t  spring report of the Blackpoll 
Warbler was from Laudonville on Jun 2 (French). The first "fall" Northern Woter- 
thrush was seen a t  Vischer's Ponds on the early date of Aug 5. Two Yellow- 
breasted Chats were recorded i n  the Meadowdole area in late June (Hallenbeck, 
Meritt). This was the only period report for this species. 

BLACKBIRDS - SPARROWS: Bobolinks appeared more generally distributed 
this summer than lost. A male Cardinal was present throughout the period in 
Niskayuna (Eddy), bu t  I know of  no evidence of the species breeding. A single 
male Evening Grosbeak was present at Gallupville as late as Jun 2 (Zimmer). On 
Jun 17 three pairs were observed a t  Jenny Lake (Bartlett). This species breeds not 
uncommonly in  the Sacandaga Reservoir orea. Henslow's Sparrows were quite 
widely reported, much more so than lost year. I n  contrast, there were only two or 
three reports of the normally relatively common Grasshopper Sparrow. 

Two May reports of the hybrid Brewster's Warbler were received too late for 
inclusion in  the spring summary and so are noted here. On May 13 Rudd Stone and 
others observed one a t  Ravena, south of Albany. Another wa i  seen on May  20 a t  
East Chotham by Eleanor Radke. Corrections to the spring summary: The Black- 
burnion Warbler was first seen on May  1 (not on May 5, as reported). A Yellow- 
breasted Chat was seen in  Albany during May by Allen Benton. This raises the 
spring count of warblers recorded from thirty-three to thirty-four (exclusive of the 
hybrid Brewster's). 
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REGION 9 - DELAWARE - HUDSON 
FRED N. HOUGI-I 

With the last days of May, the eventful spring migration faded away 
rapidly, leaving in its wake the unfolding of what turned out to be a quit= 
normal, unexciting nesting season. In general the weather continued on the 
cool side throughout most of the summer and the precipitation was sufficient 
to prevent any great surface drought. For humans it was a controversial 
szason - depending upon your body metabolism, but foi the bircls there 
was probably little effect from the weather other than normal. Judging 
from the reports, it would seem evident that this nesting season was off. 
How much so cannot be determined from the information at hand. Per- 



haps this comes as an anticlimax, leaving us wanting for excitement that 
we cannot., however, really expect, It was noted by some observers that 
latencss in the einergence of many insect species conti~lued on into the 
suInmer. 

LOONS- DUCKS: The Snow Egret, rarer in  this region than the American 
Egret, wos reported neor Cornwoll on the Hudson, Jul  29 and Aug 8 by Ed Treaty, 
The Yellow-crowned Night Heron, also rare in  this region, was found on Jul 21 at 
the New Lake De Forest reservoir in  Roclcland (Frank & Ruth Steffens) and again 
on the next day by Robert Deed who reports the record as being the second for 
Rockland County. 

HAWKS - OWLS: Hawk status seemed urual for the season. Wilber Call 
reports seeing five Bald Eagles about the Cliff Lake oreo in  Sullivan County during 
August. Also in  Sullivan, o Wi ld  Turkey was seen near Bethel on Jul 20 (McBride), 
Mrs. George Litt le of Carmel, Putnam, comments that the lowering of some of the 
reservoirs in her area by the N. Y.  C. Water Deportment, exposing mud flats, has 
attracted o fair number of shorebirds. During the summer she has seen such 
species as: I<illdeer, Semipolmated Plover, Leost Sandpiper and Semipolmated Sand- 
piper. Again Ed Treacy reports the locally rare Caspian Tern. Near the Hudson 
a t  Cornwoll on July 22 he watched three a t  leisure. 

SWIFTS - SHRIKES: The Leost Flycatcher was down in  numbers in some 
area; of Ulster (Hough). The House Wren is sti l l  below normal in  Rocltland (Deed). 
On Slide Mountain, in  Ulster, on Aug 4 and 5 llrie Dunbar, Fred Hough and Dan 
Smiley were surprised to f ind the Olive-backed and Biclcnell's Thrushes completely 
silent. They seemed to hove done a disoppeoring oct as they were not encountered 
a t  ony time. More diligent search may have been needed to locate them. 

VIREOS- WARBLERS: The nest of the Canada Warbler was found neor 
Katonoh, in Westchester, on Jul 8 (Russell). On  the obove mentioned Slide Maun- 
toin tr ip a t  least three lower zone species of Warblers were noted wandering about 
the summit or bolsom zone. Black-throated Green and Canada Warblers and Red- 
starts were seen. The Redstarts, mostly femoles and immatures, were the most 
common. The usual nesting warblers seemed to be normal on Slide. 

BLACKBIRDS- SPARROWS: For the post four years the Orchard Oriole has 
successfully nested a t  Stone Ridge, in Ulster. They arrived this season on time 
but were late in starting their nesting operations. This lateness moy well hove been 
due to the retorded foliage of May. The nest was finally constructed in  the very 
top of the white swamp oak used the year before, Instead o f  coming of f  in lotter 
June i t  was not unti l  Jul 10 thot the young left the nest (Hough). In New City, 
Rocklond, a Purple Finch summered obout the home of Frank and Ruth Steffens. A 
pair of this species was also observed frequently during June and most of July at 
Stone Ridge, in  Ulster, but no evidence of nesting was found (Hough). 

Note: Wilber Carr reports thot spraying for the Gypsy Moth  in  the Lebanon 
Lake and Mongoup Falls area (Sullivan County) seems to hove affected the bird 
population seriously in  those areas, Dead Phoebes and warblers were found and 
wrens which previously hod been thick hove disappeared entirely. 

Accord 1. 

REGION 10 - MARINE 
JOHN J. ELLIOTT 

A fairly comfortable summer followed a cold spring, with suETicient rain- 
fall to prevent drought and to nourish a hcavy growth of weeds and grasses 
on abandoned farms and in waste placcs. By midsummer heavy seed crops 
were in evidence also in marshes and on sand-dunes along the ocean. 
Vegetalion on the latter came through natural process and by plantiilg after 
its almost conlplete obliteration by the hurricanes of the past two years. 
At the time of this writing (Sep 10) there have been no hurricane threats 
a i d   ons sequent^^ no reports of storm-driven waifs to our coast. 
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