
Little Gull at  Jamaica Bay Sanctuary, Long Island. - Being one of those bird- 
watchers who has traversed the New York harbor many times by ferry in  search of  
the Li t t le Gull (Larus minutis), I was delighted to f ind  a sub-adult Litt le Gull sitting 
on the shore of the West Pond of  the Jamaica Bay Wi ld  Life Sanctuary. The date 
was July 27. 1 observed i t  again on the 28th, Aug. 3, and Aug. 10. 

When first observed, the winter plumage exhibited a confusing combination of 
immature and adul t  characteristics. The mantle showed the remnant o f  the in- 
verted V pattern of the immature, while the under wing linings were shot through 
with the white which is characteristic of the immature bird. The tail showed an 
incomplete black band, with only half the ta i l  feathers being tipped with black, 
the central portion showing the white o f  the adult. 

The following week, there was no longer any suggestion of  the mantle pattern, 
and the under wings were completely dark. However, the outer ta i l  feathers were 
sti l l  tipped with black. The week after that  the b!ack had gone completely from 
the tail. The bird was now i n  its new plumage. A t  al l  times during the period ob- 
served, the t iny bi l l  was black. 

Due to the transition which took place in  this individual some observers assumed 
that two birds had been present, an  immature and an adult. However, having been 
fortunate to observe this bird a t  close range and in  excellent l ight over a period of  
two weeks, I believe it can be safely stated that only one bird was present. 

I d id not observe the bird feeding a t  the West Pond. When flushed, it would 
simply f ly  further down the shore and alight again. Evidently the West Pond was 
merely the resting area for this Litt le Gull. - Emanuel Levine, 585  Mead Terrace, 
South Hempstead, Long Island. 

Mating Display of the Vesper Sparrow - While I was listening to late evening 
(9: 1 0  P. M., E. D. T.) singing of Grasshopper Sparrows along Hoyt Road, Skaneateles 
on June 27, 1957, two Vesper Sparrows (Pooecetes gramineus) appeared in  the dir t  
road, neither of  them singing. Suddenly one bird, in  the middle of the road, lowered 
his head and the wrists of his half spread wings nearly to the ground, and with his 
ta i l  and wing-tips almost vertically above his head ran niouse-like across the road 
and hopped for a fraction of a second upon the back of the crouched second bird. 
Then he ran, in  the nearly vertical display position, in  a small circle about the 
second bird and mounted again, repeating this performance four times in  quick 
succession, each time circling i n  the vertical display position. Af ter this the birds 
separated and disappeared in  the gathering dusk. I have found no account of  such 
behavior display in  a limited search of  available literature, so feel it worth reporting. 
- Walter R. Spofford, 766 Irving Ave., Syracuse 10. 

R E G I O N A L  R E P O R T S  

THE FALL MIGRATION - August 16 - November 30 

Weatherwise the fall was pleasant, too pleasant. In the Rochester area 
precipitation for the year was almost a half foot below normal. Shorebirding 
was excellent in many areas due to the low water levels. Food crom as indi- 
cated in the summar~es are generally poor, but Fritz Scheider rep;rts an ex- 
cellent crop of weed seeds. 

Briefly some points of interest: The flight of buteos appeared heavy, 
but few Snowy Owls appeared. Egrets showed a marked decline possibly 
corresponding to their troubles in breeding colonies in the south. The influx 
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of southern species continues with Titmice increasing in several regions. 
Watertown had Cardinals and a Mockingbird. On Long Island and along 
Ontario the flight of Red-breasted Nuthatches was heavy, and late fall 
brought back winter finches for the first time in two years. GRR 

SUMMARY OF TREE AND SHRUB CROPS 

Region 1 2  3 4  5 6  7 8  9 1 0  

Red Pine - F - P P F P F P -  
White Pine P F -  P P F F F P F  
Pitch Pine - F F -  P - F F P F  
Larch - G - -  G G P P P -  
White Spruce - - -  P 4 F  P P P P -  

Black Spruce A -- - P F P P F P -  
Red Spruce - - -  P F -  P F P -  
Balsam - -  - P F F P F P -  
Hemlock P P F F G G P P P -  
Arbor-vitae - F l P F P P F P P -  

Red Cedar - F l F P  F P  F P -  F 
Bayberry G1 P - - -  G - -  P I 4  
Ironwood (Ostrya) P F F -  P G G P - -  
Blue beech (Carpenus) P F P P P F P P - -  
Yellow Birch F F -  P 5 F G  F F -  15 

White Birch - F - P P G 1 1 G  F F -  
American Beech P P P P 6 P  P P 1 3 P  F -  
White Oak F 1 7 F  P P  P G  F P  F G  
Red Oak P G P P P G F F F G  
Cucumber Tree p - - - - -  P - F - 

Mountain Ash G 1 P P  P G -  G P -  
Thornapple - F P 2 P  G F G F P -  
W i l d  Black Cherry G G F F 7 G G G P P G  
Box Elder - G F P G  G 9 G  G G P -  
Sugar Maple P F P P F F G P P -  

- - 

Grey Dogwood - G P 3 F  F -  F A -  F 
Red-osier Dogwood - F P F F -  F F A -  
White Ash P G -  P G G  F P - -  
Black-berried Elder F G -  G G G  F G - -  

-- 

Geenral Crop Estimate F P P8 F10 G I 2  F P P 16 

Notes: 1-mostly cultivated forms; 2-worst i n  years; 3-no dogwoods did well; 
4-good a t  Deposit; 5-good a t  Endwell; 5-very poor everywhere; -/-varied; 
8-others i n  Region 4: apples, bittersweet, wild grape poor, staghorn sumac fair, 
nannyberry, barberry, mdltif lora rose good; 9-very, very abundant; 10-ornamental 
evergreens, especially spruces appear to have a fair cone crop; wild apple and wild 
grape very good; wild seeds very abundant; 1 1-heavy; 12-except pines; most 
information from A r t  Walrath; 13-no beechnuts a t  all, wild apples poor, dry 
season; 14-barberry one of  worst recent years; 15-Long Island birch good; 

. 16-some other Long Island crops affecting winter birds: Japanese black pine: FG, 
Russian olive or silverthorn: very good, favorites wi th fa l l  thrushes and in  some years 
Western Tanagers; 17-Cattaraugus Co. only by Steve Eaton. 
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