DeWitt Clinton was one of: the ofganizers ok the “Literary and Philosophi-
cal Society of New York” which was formed in 1814. He served as the first
president and delivered an “Introductory Discourse” which has been called
one of the best summaries.of the state.of scientific knowledge. in, America at
the time: - Its length is 57 ;pages and the notes.which follow: take up- an
additional,. 106. »pages| :Birds :are. among. the .many. subjects- discussed, ; and
Clinton is -quoted. as follows: .“Many :meritorious -attempts have.been:. made
to Illustrate the ~ornithology. of. America. - Mr. - sAlexander. Wilson,., whose
death 15 to be-sincerely lamented by.every.friend of:science (Wilson. died in
1813) hadrdevoted himself for.years o, this. sub]ect with :an “enthusiasm;: in: .
dustry and-ability mever:surpassed. Although he has donesmuch,. yet. the. -
subject is by no means exhausted. . The, ,whole number of species, accordlng
to Latham is 3000. _Considering that the Amerlcan Republic,, ncludmg our
Louisiana acqu151t10n extends frorn the At]antlc to the Pac1f1c it is not un-
reasonable to.suppose that we may. claim at least. 1000 s species. of. blrasl who
cither reside with. us,, or occasionally. visit us. , But-the most interesting part .
of ornithology is the migration of,birds, There, are_some. that stay, with us.
the whole year; there are others that visit us re
that visit us, occaswnally or accidéntally; Wthh a
coast, by famine from. their usual "ountry, by ex ( reh,”
by excesewé'"'heat from the ‘south, or by somé” caiisé. _nknown to us. Al
of these birds ought to’ be carefuﬂy noted and; at e'ly dlstlnoulshe S
Strange birds are frequently seen, in the VIClnl e ‘
Several years ago a large lock of pamque was qbs ved 25 ) \
of Albany. There are birds that sometimes stay“with ’Bé Whole year, and -
at other times depart th1s depen' ‘ ’UPon the’ mlldhess ‘bf" the weather :
the quantlty ‘of food.” o

DeWitt, Clinton mamed twice, Tns fin rst W]fe“be)ng Marla i:'ralﬂdm Who
died in 1818 He later” marrlea Catherlne ]ones “He hlmse]E dl d suddenly
in Albany on’:February 11, 1828 . "'
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FIELD NOTES

Theé- Evenmg\Raptor -Sucéession™ at ‘Rough- leg Méddow - Theré- is a W|de flat
"“"meadow’ immediately south-west. of Bridgeport, N._Y., which is bordered on -the
West_and - South. by .the low: maple woods of Cicero Swomp, over which the writer
noted ‘an unuguolly lcrge concentrotlon of .Rough- Tegged Hawks” (B*uteo Iogopus) in
the winter of “1952-53° "This area, now locally” Kifown ds “’Rough-leg Meadow™- has
well lived up to its name in winters of low snow cover, although the terrain is mére
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than “meadow,’" including unmown grass, some corn fields, much brushy field, .fence.
rows.and wetlands. - Not only are Rough-legs ‘seen:here regularly .in-winters. of-good
mouse-hawking, but -also -Harriers (Circus* cyaneus); -fewer ,Red-tails (Buteo- jamai-
censis) ‘aid oceasjonally -orifrequently "a Sharp-shin™ (Accrplter striatus) a.Cooper’s
Hawk- (Aecipitér..cooperi) .ot an ‘American Kestrel (Falco sparverius). 1n -addition,
Short-edared Owls- (Asioflammeéus) may winter. on the meadow, and..to-be. complete
both. ‘Hotried ®wl “(Bubo vvrrgnmanus) nnd Screech Owl (Otus 05|o) moy ‘be heord
on the borders; ~ . . .. ‘ o e

During - the’ Iate fall-and early ‘winter of 1957 58, Rough leg Meodow has pre-
sented a fine rapter showmg ‘especially in early eveniig. As theday draws t6-a
close ‘a‘regular' raptor succession -takes place, and the followmg observotlon is a
good example of this.

Arriving on the rheadow at 4 p. m: on Dec, 22, 1957 (Christmas ‘Census) with
lan C. T. lebet recenﬂy ‘of Combrldge University, we counted 10 Rough-legs in a
single scanning.  Probably more were actually present. Some were perched, others
flying low, ot hdvering, 'both light and dark phases being: observed (and both adult -
and- juvenile plumages of both phases). ~By-4:30 p: m..most of these had retired
to night perches off the meadow proper and at'this time we first scanned 3 Harriers
appearing on_the scene.. At 4:45 p.-m.. we counted 7 Harriers and then 10, two
of which were light gray. odult moles ~A. Sharp:shinned Hawk was seen in a. treé at
this time. but soon - flew toward the. woods, . The Harriers hunted. .very actively
until .about. 5 p...m., but. several were..still to be seen when the. first Short-eared
Owls got up to begln huntmg By 5 15 p. m. the last Harrier had settled into
the meadow for the mght while"the-"’snerk’” calls of the Short-ears could be heard
now on all sides, and cdunts in the ‘waning light* estobllshed at least 12 owls. By
5 45 p. m. it was getting quite dork the owls ho’ longer could be :seen, cmd the

“snerk’’ chorus had about ceased.” i

Many trrps have estobhshed thcxt the owls perch upon the -ground. in_the orea qH .
doy and come up in the evening ta hunt:.. Since. the calls are.heard only. for a short
time of’rer ‘they get up, either the soon cease to coll .or more Ilkely many move out
of the ateéa to hunt’ further ) :

gh “few’ moy be seen at any tlme of day. Later in
nd “hunt” mtensnvely just as the Rough- legs leave thev
he mghf ]us’t as, the owls get up

somewhat plthve cry, not the airy whlsﬂe of the Red tall or fhe musucal “call
of .the Red-shoulder, _but. a long - full-bodied whistled .cry, somewhat descending
in. pntch -Maximum count for_the Rough-leg.on Rough leg Meadow is .12 birds but
with 4 ‘more seen nearby. The maximum for the owls is 14 and for the Harrier, 11,

It is interesting that this particular area consrstenﬂy shows very high raptor counts

more-:-so- than ne’lghbormg similar areéas. ~The mouse population" appears to be
high* here* during “good ~hawk ' wiiters,” as'1 hove myself caught them by hcmd' o
Wclter r:Spofford 766 |rv1ng Ave!, Syracuse : EOR

: Beha or,nofes on. K ve -sided Flycutcher \ ng .
studded bog,; .in ‘Canadian spruce, birch. and he lock or memngratlon to. and from
these: hqun’rs, the Ohve sided .. Flycqtcher generoﬂy seeks a. dommont per¢h for. its
feeding, usually on the “'tip-~ ~most branch of the top-most tree’’. Here, this ‘ ‘rather
Iarge bull headed flycotcher as Roger T. Peterson calls it, offords little in insect
liféstc wr’thout d chollenge ond shOWS a: perseverance ond unolfercble mtenf in
the- ¢h hlch erI be descrlbed .
- t fall” hwrgrafmg Olive- snded Flycotcher ih 1957 ‘was seen at Mossd—
peqlia ust 13.. On_.August 17 T left, with my family, for northern New Hamp-
shire and on August 19 at Dixville Notch | saw an Olive-sided still_feeding young, ~
in this cdse uII-grown juve ile.. T was_ su_prlsed during the 15 or .20 minutes | "
hed to” Rear ¢ ibduéd b song, although from hearsay and per--
sonal, experience | Kave.learned that singing tapers ‘off. by late” June or very early
July .in. the. Adironacks — a, pomt to remember by those wishing to get maximum
plecsure in heurmg l’hlS species in its summer home.

thchful for the: light. m:grotron of these birds that usuolly comes through Long
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