
DeWitt Clinton was one of: the wganizers oE the "Literary and Philosaphi- 
cal Society of New York" which y s ,  formed in 1814. H e  served as the first 
president and delivered an "Introductory Discourse" which has been called 
one ,-of the best summal;ies,of the state . ~ f  .scientific. k.i~owkdge; in, America at 
the ,.fime,:. Its length is 53 ,pages and the notes ,%which follow tdke q~ aIz. 
additional, 106 .pages!. . ,Birds lare. among the many subjects. &scussed,, and 
Clinton .is quoted& as follows:. .,"Many. meritorisus attempts have. been, made 
to illustrate .the 'ornithology - of.+ America. Mr. Alexander, Wjlson, whose 
death ?s to be sincerely lamented by every. friend of aciencs (,Wilson died in 
1813J Fadixdqvoted himself forqears $0, this, subjert.wi.th an ~qthusiasm, in; , 
dustry and ability never :.surpassed. Although he has d ~ n e ~ m u c h , ,  y e t  the. 
subject is by nQ meqns, exhausted. The ,whole number of species, according 
to IJatham i s  3000. ; ,Considering that. the i\;nerica+epublic, :including our 
Louisiana acquisitio~ extends from the, Atlantic to the Pacific, it is not un- 
reasonable to, suppose that y e  may claim at least 1QOO ~p@es of, birds; who . 
either reside yi th  us,, or occasjonally visit us. , p,ut.  the myst interesti~g p r t  .. 
of ornithology is the migration of, birds, Tk re ,  ,are..>qme that stay, with us 
the whole year; there ,are others that visit us regyIarly; and theresare several 
that visit us 'occasionally or accidenia1ly, iyhich a4 drivenS%y',&ims bn dur 
coast, b i  fahine"fro111. tlieii usual County; by"kj@eishe cbld fiom the north, ' 
by excessive' heat 'fro? the south, or b j  >om&" <<aus;. u$&iwn' to us. XI1 , 

of these birds ' opght to be carefulif noted a$d :, i ~ d i u ~ t d y  distiiiguishea: 
Stra+e%iids aye frequently S-een iq th i  oT tlie ?keg< atth a Storm. ' 
Sever21 years agb a large flock of pifqqu$t$ wqs'obs&i%eiT 3 IijiTes to+fhe NW 
of Albany. There are+bird< that so&eti&es 3ay~wi th '~Z  *thP Gholk'year, ahd 
at ?ther times depart; this dePeniES dpon ,the ,rriil&nes~ ?ifh the' wdather, a d  

. - A ,  5:: , ,>.; 1" % ' \ '  . . ,>.; . the quantity of food." '+ ', ? * < A ,  

DeWitt CIGton marriqd twice,'hls CrirSt &if;i'$$i& * ~ a i i <  fif?nklin yyh; 
died in + 18 18. ,He l a t ~ f  marriea Catbeiine' ., - Jonei. * I< ' He himself ,, died + suddenly 
in AlFanj; on '>Febjuaif I L 1 IF, 182F.. . , ,* , % '- ,. , ,% - 
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The Evening -Raptor' Suceeprioh at 'Rdgh-I& : M a d o r  --- TherE is a wid; f la t  
"mead6w~ immediately south-west- of  Bridgeport, N.-Y., which is bor,dered on the 
West and South by the low maple .yoods,,of Ocqro Swamp, over which the writer 
noted 'an un&ually large conc<entratiol? of Roughiregged kiawkiw ;"$it60 lagopus) i n  
the Miinter of '1 932-53:' This area, no\;. -loc$lly' krfov~n ds "Rough-leg ~eado\ l r"~+-has 
well lived up to its name in  winters of  low snow cover, although the terrain is m6re 

6 The Kingbird 



than "meadow," including unmown grass, some corn fields, much brushy field, fence 
row6 and wetlands. * Not  only are Rough4egs seen. here regularly .in -winters of-good 
mouse-'hawking, but  also Harriers (Circus- cyaneus), fewer ,Red-tails (Buteo jamai- 
censisk an'd occasionally' or 'frequently ,a Sharp-shin (3Accipiter striatus) a '  Cooper's 
Hawk (Amipiter cooperi) -or an  American Kestrel (Falco sparverius). In  addition, 
Short-eared Owls (Asioedlamrneus) may winter. on the meadow, and to b e  complete, 
both Horned Owl ,(Bubo virginianus) and Screech Owl (Otus asio) may be heard 
on the borders. I . x  

I > " , . .  

During the late fa l l  and early winter of 1957-58; Rough-leg Meadow has pre- 
sented a f ine rbptor showing Bspecially i n  early evening. As the day draws to a 
close a regular raptor succession takes place, and the following observation is a 
good example of this. 

Arriving on the meadow a t  4 p. m. on Dec. 22, 1957 (Christmas Census) wi th 
Ian C. T. Nisbet recently of  Cambridge'University, we counred 10 Rough-legs i n  a 
single scanning. Probably more were actually present. Some were perched, others 
f lying low, or hbverihg, both l ight and dark phases being observed (and both adult 
and juvenile plumages of both phases). By -4:30 p. m. most of  these had retired 
to night perches o f f  the meadow proper and a t  this t i h e  we'f irst scanned 3 Harriers 
appearing an the scene. A t  4:45 p. m. we counted 7 Harriers and then 10, two 
of  which were l ight gray adyl t  males. A Sharp-shinned Hawk was seen in a tree a t  
this t ime, but  SOW flew towzrd the woods., The Harlriers hunted yery actively 
unt i l  about 5 p. m., bu t  several were sti l l  t o  be seen when the. fiSst Short-eared 
Owls got up to begin hunting. By 5: 15 p. m. the last Harrier had settled into 
the meadow for the night, while the "snerR" calls of  the Short-ears could be heard 
now on a l l  sides, and counts in  the waning l ight established a t  least 12 owls. By 
5:45 p. m. it was gett ing quite dark, the owls no longer could be seen, and the 
"snerk" chorus had about ceased. , 

~ a n ~ ' t r i ~ s  h q ~ e  estbblkhed. that  the qwls perch upon the ground in  theprea-a l l  
day and come up in  the evening ta,hunt!.. Since the cells are heard only for a short 
t ime after" they get up, either they soon cease to call or more likely many move out 
of the aiea to hunt+'further. '"; a 

The HafrfersaReCh therk d&ing the night, and leave early i6 the morning for 
various hunting fieldsly a l t h 0 ~ u ~ h . 3  few 'may be seen a t  any time of  day. Later in  
the afternoon theyL'return and hunt- intensively just as the Rough-legs leave the 
meado$.,and se$e down fiir'the night just as the owls g e t  up. 

The : ~ a u ~ ~ h - l e ~ s ,  hun t  pver,.Roygh-leg Meadow a l l  .day, 'hrriving from the bod- 
derjng m o d s  i n  the f irst morning light, when they sometimes call. The call is, a 
somewhat plaintive cry, not  the airy whistle .>of the Red-tail or the musical call 
of  . the  Red-shoulder, .but a long full-bodied ~ h i s t l e d  cry, somewhat descending 
i n  pitch. , Max imum count for-.the Rough-leg on Rough-leg Meadow is 12 birds but  
with 4 more seen nearby. The maximum for the owls is 14 and for the Harrier, 1 1. 
I t  is interesting that this particular area consistently shows very high raptor counts, 
m6i-e so.- than ndighboring similar areas. The douse population appears to be 
high"er8 during'good h a w k  w~i i~ers;  as' I have myself caught therii by 'hand! - 
~a t%e? P Y Spoffo~d, 766 1 rving 'Plve., Syracuse. .-. \ .  . - I  

i .'li , -., 
, ~qho;ior noteton the Olive-sided ~ l ~ c ' ~ t c h e r .  - whether i n  its northirn tamarack': 

studded bog,Jn :Canadian ,spruce, birch and hemhck, * ~ r ' i n ~ m i g r a t i o n  t o ' and  ,from 
these ha~nt$~,, the- Ol ive4ded Flycat-cher" genexally seeks a dominant perch for, i t s  
feeding, usually on the "tip-most branch of the top-most tree". Here, this "rather 
large bull-headed flycatcher," as Roger T. Peterson calls it, affords l i t t le in  insect 
l i f @ ' . t ~ " ~ a s s  without:d challenge, hnd  shows a:-p$keverance and unalteibble intent in  
the kh'a$~~'wHich *&ill be described. ' . x . 

"wy,.fi$ "fdll" niigrati~ghr~live-'sided klytdtcher in 1957 was Seeh at Massu- 
peq'u'a,-August 13. On August 17 1 left, wi th my family, for northern New Hamp- 
shire apd on August 19 a t  Dixville Notch, I saw an Olive-sided still- feeding young, 
i n  this case a" full-grown juvenile. 1 was surprised, during the 15 or 20  minutes I 

' 

w a t ~ h e d  36 tiear oAe subdued but articulated song, although from hearsay and per- 
sonaIa experience* I haye le-arned that singing tapers off by late June or very early 
July .in the Adiropacks - a point t o  remember by those wishing to get maximum 
pleasure in  hearing this species i n  its sum-mer home. 

Wafchful  for the l ight  migration of  these birds that  usually comes through Long 
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