
were scarce. A t  Old Chatham several Red Crossbills were seen on Dec 2, 3, and 
20 (Reilly). 

The rarity of the period is very probably the Grasshopper Sparrow seen at Liv-" 
ingston on Jan 18. During a high wind and heavy snowstorm that day Howard 
Munson was called to check on two sparrows that had appeared at a sill feeder. By 
the time he arrived one of the birds had flown. The other, however, was so weak 
that i t  was easily picked up. The bird died shortly thereafter. The specimen was 
turned over to the New York State Museum at Albany, where vertfication of the 
identification was made. One can only conjecture as to whether the second bird was 
also a Grasshopper Sparrow. 

Some forty to fifty Fox Sparrows, the first of the season, were near Chatham 
Center on Mar 29 (ADBC). A White-crowned Sparrow was at Amsterdam on Dec 
3 1 (Fitzgerald), and for the second January in a row one appeared at Burnt Hills. 
An individual was present there between Jan 13 and 22. Another, or perhaps this 
same bird, was noted there on Mar 3 (Foote). A White-throated Sparrow was at 
Amsterdam from Jan 21 on (Fitzgerald). 

Snow Buntings were reported much more frequently than in recent winters. 
Most of the records were made during February and March. The high count was 
the 300 or so at Oppenheim on Mar 23 (Murphy). During February flocks of up to 
200 were noted in Columbia County (ADBC). There were many reports of flocks 
ranging from 50 to 100 in the Schenectady area. Lapland Longspurs were un- 
recorded. 
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REGION 9 - DELAWARE - HUDSON 
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As compared to last winter (56-57), birds remaining in the Hudson Valley 
following the Fall migration showed a lower normality. Numbers of common 
migrants were down and the drain out seemed progressively greater as one 
traveled up the Hudson from Rockland and Westchester. The Northern 
visitors were not numerically high except for the Siskin in Rockland where 
it was very abundant (Deed). The vagrant and rarity list shows several 
interesting finds and new records. It is worthy to note that the number of 
bird watchers operating feeding stations has increased considerably in the 
past decade and that this practice has paid off in influencing birds to remain 
in the vicinity for the season. This is one way to attract rarities that would 
otherwise not be discovered. 

Winter did not settle upon us with any great severity until the season 
was half over. December was warm and wet followed by some snowfall 
and cooler weather in January. In early February, however, Winter tightened 
its hold - dropped its temperatures more and dumped a series of snows upon 
the ground to a total accumulation of 5 - 6 feet or more in some areas up in 
the Catskills. As of April 1 much snow still remained in the mountainous 
areas, kept there by cool north to east winds that had been constant through 
almost all of March. 

March snowfalls along the Atlantic Coast coupled with the almost con- 
stant winds gave the Hudson Valley one of the latest and poorest Spring 
migrations in a number of years. Although a few birds managed to come 
through close to on time most flights however, were two weeks or more late. 
In the northern part of our region at least, the scarcity of migrants during the 
last two weeks of March was amazing. 

28 The Kingbird 



Loons - Ducks: A Common Loon was seen near Stony Point on Jan 12 (Irving 
Kennedy), the third winter record of this species for Rockland. On Feb 13 Lynn 
Braganca found an emaciated Great Blue Heron near Bedford, Westchester. Ap- 
parently the bird found the going di f f icul t  against winter odds. Of interest was 
Rockland's second winter record of the Snow Goose discovered near Haverstraw, 
Dec 28. It remained through most of January (J. Orth; J. Kenney; E. Treacy; F. 
Steffens). Down in  Rockland four Redheads decided to abandon the Hudson River 
and spend the season on a small pond near Nanuet, six miles inland, (B. Deed). Bob 
Deed remarked that when the ice broke in  the lower Hudson River and nearby lakes 
about M a r  1, the ducks began to show up almost immediately which contrasts wi th 
their habit of the past few years in  staying away or remaining scarce for two or 
three weeks following the ice break. A Hooded Merganser remained on the Ashokan 
Res., Ulster County through most of Jan (A l  Feldman). 

The Turkey Vulture showed up over the region on Mar  2, (Treacy) later than 
the usual dates of the past few years. 

Winterrng hawks were probably about normal. Broadwings seldom attempt 
t o  winter and are rarely seen a t  this t ime of year. Two were seen early in  the 
season, one a t  Pearl River, Dec 29 (Joseph Morlan), and one or the same bird a t  
Tappan on Jan 2 (Deed). A n  adult Broadwing was seen near Katonah, Westchester, 
M a r  20, a n  early migrant date (Wi l l iam Russell). The Rough-legged Hawk was 
seen about its usual haunts near Stone Ridge on Dec 2 and was last seen Feb 5 
(F. Hough). Another was seen on Feb 2 2  by Stan Grierson et  al, near Katonah, 
Westchester. Bald Eagles attracted attention in  several places along the Hudson 
River and i n  a couple of  cases inland, during the Winter. Wilson's Snipe remained 
near Lake Deforest, Rockland for most of  Dec. Dr. Marjorie Hopper saw two or 
more i n  mid-December and M r  & Mrs  Frank Steffens had one on the Xmas count, 
Dec 28, a first. Near Blooming Grove, Orange County, Martha Earl checked fre- 
quently a Wilson's Snipe that was wintering near her place. Deep snows in  the 
lower Hudson area must have disturbed many of  the owls, especially the Long-eared . 
and Saw-whet. One Long-eared was found dead in  the woods near Bedford, West- 
chester on M a r  13 (Hurdman). Other reports f rom the area indicate a nearby 
group. The uncommon Short-eared Owl was seen hunting in  the Tri-Loba Hi l l  
Sanctuary near Katonah, Feb 18 by Ruth and Stanley Grierson. 

There are some signs that the l i t t le Saw-whet Owl found it di f f icul t  to cope 
with the dearth of  food forced upon h im by the late winter snows. On Feb 2 2  
one was found near South Salem, Westchester by Miss M. Yocca and was apparently 
starving. The attempt to help it failed. On Feb 2 6  another Saw-whet was found 
dead i n  Mt. Kisko, Westchester by Joe Brunco. Wi l l iam Russell had more pleasant 
experiences with this interesting l i t t le owl. On Mar  23  & 24  he heard one calling 
for considerable periods of  time, Katonah. This is also becoming late for Saw-whets 
to remain i n  our region. 

Swifts - Shrikes: A Kingfisher was seen about Kingston Point, Ulster County 
on Feb 4 (Arthur Cragin). A vagrant Red-bellied Woodpecker was discovered in  
New City, Rockland on Nov 26 but disappeared shortly after Dec 1 (Deed). I t  was 
Rockland's first record. Thomas Dow and David H i l l  made another Rocltland first 
when they discovered a n  Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker near Blauvelt on Dec 28. 
Apparently there was a slight southward movement of  the Acadian Chickadees last 
Fall wi th very few being detected. The only ones reported in  our region were found 
near the Ashokan Reservoir, Ulster County on Jan 1 and 14 (Henry & llse Dunbar). 

Again the Tufted Titmouse showed a good winter count for most of  our counties. 
For the f irst t ime two visited the feeder of  the writer regularly a l l  winter, and this is 
under ths shadows of the Catskills! On the property of Char!es Bergeret i n  York- 
town Heights, Westchester as many as ten were seen! 

A small number o f  Red-breasted Nuthatches wintered in  the region. Like the 
Titmouse, the Carolina Wren was found in  good numbers throughout many areas o f  
the Hudson Valley. A Long-billed Marsh Wren was found ir: the Piermont Marsh, 
Rockland on Dec 28  (Deed e t  all. The Mockingbirds of the Lake DeForest area in  
Rockland probably wintered successfully. One Mocker was seen near Stone Ridge, 
Ulster on Dec 22 (Hough), and was probably the one that was seen there in  early 
Nov. Mrs. R. J. Comas had a solitary Catbird coming to her feeding station in  
Yorktown Heights, Westchester, throughout the season. Wintering robins were 
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scarce. Mr.  and-Mrs.  Earl Brown had a Hermit  Thrush near their home. in  Upper 
Nyack, Rockland on Feb' 18. Although reported, Bkuebirds were also scarce in 
the region. Golden-crowed Kinglets, likewise, ,were down in  winter numbers. , Shrikes 
were off. . *, > * . \  

Vireos - ~ i r b l e r s :  A Yellow-breasted Chat was noticed i n~Nyack ,  Rockland 
sometime in  Jan and only a block f rom where one wintered a year ago (fide( Deed). 

i 

Blackbirds - Sparrows: Meadowlarks were reported , i q  Ulster , (Hoygh), in 
Orange (Earl), Rockland (Deed) ~ n d  Westchester (Grierson). ,Some Red~wings, vere 
not too late in  arriving but  most were slow and scattered. , 3 .. 

The finding of  the Orchard Oriole (male) spending at-leas? December ned-Tapfin, 
'Rockland was indeed spectacular for this bird. I t  was in  an~unthr i f ty '  condition and 
probably succumbed later on. The'record makes -another$RocWand first (Mr. and 
Mrs. Archer Stansbury e t  al l .  r < , I  z 

i I 

A Baltimore Oriole appeared a t  the hove.  of  &Ed Treacy, i n  Y i g h l ~ n d  Falls, 
Orange County on Dec 1 and stayed unt i l  Feb 17. I t  was attracted to the suet 
feeder' ( E ~  ~ r e a c ~ ) :  Cardinals were abundant $11 throdgh' thg r'e'gion. ' 'A dickcissel 
was found singing in  Katonah, Westchester on M a r  1"2 a t  the home of Mr .  and Mrs. 
Edward ,Kurka. Ev@ing'Grosbeaks 'were' fair ly comm'onq~r;' spme sections, less so in 
others. Feeding stations have a tendency to keep the flocks around. Purple" Finches 
were generafly scarte throughout the region. pink Gr6sbe6ks +owed spotty occur- 
ences and were not very common. A few flocks of  Redpolls *andered aboat the 
region during the w'iqter and some of  the Redpoll subspecies' 'were identified by 
alert observeis. Three ~ r e i i t e r  Redpolls were siudied carefulljl by Helgn Braem as 
they visited her feeder in  Mt. Kisco, Westchester oh Mar  20. Wi l l iam .Russet1 blso 
carefully icientif ied a Hoary Redpoll on M a r  20, dear Katonah, Westchester. ' I t  
was in  a flock of  GoldfincheS. " I f  flocks ~ f ' ' ~ e d ~ o l l s  were studied1 persistantly more 
such i-Ccords would undoubtedly cornenup. Pine SiskEns" were decidedly common down 
state especially' in  Rockland (Deed) but were scare up in  the Ulster 'region. On Jan 
24 Eugene Browh &str iated or& f 1,ock near" dY&tk,  ~ o c k l & d '  to contain over ~lS,000 
birds. A n i te  cancentratio>! Bofh' Cros~bi l ls  wet& 'very: scarce.;- 

T$e kkS Xmas couht. tqlPied si: Vesper .$pajrgwi' on Dec 2-8; the second time 
on count. Only one Sa~at inqh~Sparrow was repoited p lywherg i k t h e v  reg.ion during 
the Winter. It was 'fo'uhd on the RAS Xmas+count.  re; Sparroivs were one of 
the more'ccmman win ter  bhds ik the Region. * % 'WhitBkr6wned Sp'arrowt was ob- 
served' visiting thea&Wer 6 f  Helen' Stkrley*iA ' ~ i ~ ~ s f o n , " ~ s t ~ r ' ~ ~ o u n t ~  on Feb 7 
dnd thereditel':"it%aS ch'ecll*ed by 'Henry and llse Dunbar and theL>find makes-arf i rst  
wintek recntd of  this bi'td *for Ulster. Two or "three Fox-Sparrow3 wintered in  Rockland 
(Deed). Song Spabrbws wet'e scarce ih' the upper $ort~.-of The Region. They Were 
Over two we'ek-s lare in'. arriving a's Spring ' migrants.' 'A* few' Snow( Buntings were 

, Y ,  > t  * * ? g  t % ,  * . wdndering througli *part3 of  ' the region. , . i +  - . <, 
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Wintkr settled ' Gri' &e land 'early? in 1958- "9+d al&'&I& lit& Q'e,&mber 
Audubon Counts mere, high, .Sputh Nassaq ,topping 120' species, rapid dimin- 
ishing of less hardy birds sho,wed: by middle to-late January. -Three heavy 
snowfalls, -in'clu'ding*on& March 2022, brought a.f&d'.sbortage and hundreds 
of feeding stations in the region cateredA to numerous House FincKes, Juncos, 
Tree and Song Sparro'lys, '' A*:ma~s 'migrati,oQ A westward ;on '"Gong Island in 
October left Blue Jq)is comparaiively Lskce  .this winter in many eastern 
areasd and fewer early winter-,Red-winged Bla~kbirds and 'Cowbirds were 
reported. A ' ' - * !  9 .  h ,, r r ..& k 7 

. % ,  . 
A surprisingly :fake &,&F 'of '~6 i l -neck~d,  Grebes and Eiders showed 

up on Long Island waters during the winter. The fourth Annual Statewide 
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