
10, bo& birds coming in together about midmorning, thc f'cmalc going to thc 
old nest again and the inale bird to the newer ncst. At once the fcnlalc 
began repahring the old nest in earnest. 1-hweoer, on the second morning, 

l~ecause the inatc concentrated there all the while, she took material 
to the newer nest, but she had not condemned the old nest yet and corn- 
rnenced to repair both nests, inalting trips alternately first to the old nest, 
then to the newer nest. Only once did she vary from this pattcrn. Oncc 
wlleil she was about to land on the old nest with claws full of seawcccl for 
the finishing touches, 1 appeared too close and she whirled off and took 

lining material to the other nest and delmited it there. Both nests were 
built up equally during the three weeks following their arrival with no clue 
to the last which nesr would be selected for the surniner occupancy. Both 
llests were ready for eggs late in April. T h e  first egg was laid in the newer 
nest on April 27, an early date by one day in Orient. From that day on the 
old nest was abandonecl bv the fernah.. but the rnalc perched t lwc  frequently. 
The eggs hatched early in June. Two wel ts  hter  the young disappeared 
and the aclults left the nest and vicinity. Positive evidence is not recorded 
as to what became of the young in this case. 

As usual the osprevs 1:eturned to the ncst again late in July and acldecl 
Inore material to it before their depwture from Orient late in August. 

Putting two nests in order at the sainc timc for laying is a new experience 
in my long obseuvation with the ospreys in Oricnt. 

Orie.n~, N. Y .  

JOI-IN TREADWELL NlCI-'lOLS 

The rcccnt clcath of John T. Nichols, 116 Ninth Street, Garden City, 
constitutes a big loss to Long Islancl ornithology. Although retired ichthyolo- 
gist of the American Museum of Natural History and noted authority 011 

fishes, he was also folunost as an ecologist on Long Island birdlife. IIis 
keen and retentive mind was ever a storehouse of information which coulcl 
be cheerfully drawn upon as necessity arose a i d  he will be greatly missed. 
His biography is in preparation for a future issue of The I<ingbird. 
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