
ON TJ Ill ARRIVAL OF PARAKEETS AT ALBANY, N E W  YORK, 
IN THE EIGI-ITEENTI-I CENTITRY 

D A N I ~ L  M C ~ ~ N C E Y  
111 1799, Benjamin Smith Barton, in colnmcnting on the natural history 
Pennsylvania, wrote: "I inay add, that a very large [light of paral;ccts, 

wl~icI~ came from the westward, was seen a few years ago, about twenty-five 
miles to the northwest of Albany, in the State of New Yorlt. 

"The arrival of these birds in the depth of winter (January, 1780) was, 
indeed, a very remarkable circumstance. Thc more ignorant Dutch settlers 
were exceedingly alarmcd. They imagincd, in dreadful consternation, that 
it  portended nothing lcss calalnitous than the destruction of the world." 

Fol some reason this L I I I L I S L I ~ ~  happening was by DeI<ay (1844, 
11. 183) in 1795: in that year, " . . . a large flock or these birds was seen in 
the ~niclclle of winter, 25 inilcs northwest of Albany; probably transported by 
a whirlwincl." Eaton (1911-1914, 1101. 2, p. 130) followed DeKay in dating 
the illcursion of the paralcects. 

In the cliary of a contcrnporary visitor to New York (Miranda, 1928, 
,111, 72-73), I h i ~ e  discovered e n o ~ ~ g h  eviclciicc to inclicate that Barton was 
probably right in his date of 1780; catainly the event took place Leforc 1795. 
Miranda, famous South Ainerican revolutionist, visited Saratoga Springs and 
tile Schoharic region in ]uric, 1784, whcrc he picltecl up some gossip aboul 
"Mother A m "  Lee and thc Shalccrs. He  went on to say (my free transla- 
tion): "In the year '79-'80 in the winter a b a d  of ["loros"I 
appeared there (a thing never secn on this continent) and the house ncar 
wrhere they appeared was the first that the cnerny hurned a little while after- 
u~arcls . . . " (If Mirancla's date was precisc, the burning referred to perhaps 
took place during an inrrasion in October, 1780, by 800 British troops based 
in Cannda (Wood & Gabriel, 1927). 

That was a pcriod in llistory when the trend of the frontier was not 
always so comfortably to the westward (Wood & Gabriel, loc, c i t . ) .  Indian- 
English raids were Gequent, and it is little woncler that paralteets from the 
west werc thought to portcnd disaster from that direction. Both Miranda 
and Barton mention the sulxxstitious dread that their visit caused. 

Miranda, of coursc, was wrong in saying that ncvcr occurred 
in America. 
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