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leading botanist of the eighteenth century, alld student of Linnc, Petel 
I < a h  (1716-1779), is lcnown in this country mainly for his cxtellcled visit 
to North Amcrica. Kdm spent over three years in the British Colollies alld 
Canada and l~ublisl~ecl a detailed record of his observations. This accoullt, 
"En Rcsa ti1 Norra America", has been translatccl into English alld is fie- 
quently quoted since Kalm was a Iceen observer with scientific curiosity on 
lnany subjects. 

I-Ic was born in the provincc of Angermanland, Swcclcn, now a part of 
Finland and stucliecl at thc Universities of Ups& and Abo. I-Ie camc to 
Amcrica in 1747 and travellecl widely cluring his sojourn here. I-Iis journal, 
in adclition to its na tu~a l  history content, has numerous coin~ncnts on Ameli- 
can liEc and customs. Although references to bird life are not too fiecluellt 
in ICalm's North American account, his obser.c~~tions arc for thc most part 
quite accuratc, I-Ience we arc indebted to hinl for some of the best eightec~ltl~ 
ccntury clescriptioils of bircls in New York State. 

I<alm inacle two trips tllrbugh New York Statc. Dl- ring the suminer of 
1749 he travelled from New York City to Montreal, the trip requiring about 

^seven weeks. Most of the journey was rnacle by water, via the I-Iudson 
River, Lake George and L ~ l i c  Champlain. 111 late June he was near Fort 
Ann 'and recorcls, "The TVhippoorwill cried all night on every side." The 
next day he writes, "Immense numbcr of wild pigeons have their nests i11 
the trees hcrc". 011 his return from Canada in October, while ~n Lake 
George, "Bustards (Geese) and a fcw clucks lay in large floclcs, hunclrcds of 
them rose into the air as we approached". 

I11 the sumlner of 1750 ICalm again journeyccl across New York State, 
this time westward to Niagara Falls, in his words, "throujih the land of the 
Iroquois." As a result of this trip we have an early account of the death of 
birds being swept over the falls, in morc recent times spolcen of as "The 
Niaqara Swan Trap." I-Ic reached Oswego in mid-August and proceeded 
by boat to Fort Niagaril, then under French control. ICalm presents a de- 
t:iilecl clcscription of thc Falls at Niagara and the destruction of waterfowl 
there. In speculating on this l~l~cnomcnon he writes, "either because thei~ 
wings bccomc wet, or the noisc of the fall astonishes them and they know 
not where to go in the clark." H c  seems to havc reached the sensible con- 
clusion that the birds are guaclually carried into the swift water above the 
falls, and, being unable to rise are swept to their death. 

Kalnl returned to Sweden in 1751 taking with him a large collection of 
seeds and plants, I-Ie was the original collector of niilcty species of Anlcrican 
p+ts described by Linne. Following his return be continuccl as professo~ 
ol botany at the University of Abo. 
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NOTES ON TI-IE A. 0. U. M E E T I N G  IN N E W  YORIC CITY 
LILLIAN C. STONER 

Ten clistinguishcd foreign Ornithologists visited our State as they at- 
tcnclecl the 75th A11nivcrsal.y nlceting of the American Ornithologists~ Union 
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at the American Museum of Natural IIistory, Ncw Yorli City, October 14 
to 19, 1958. They came from Germany, England, Finland, Denmark, 
~ ~ i t z e r l a n d ,  Canada, and Pcru, South America. 

Two of our New York Federated Club n~embers, namely Eugene Eisen- 
mann and Walter R. Spofford, werc among the 15 New York rcsic?ents who 
pesentcd papers. 

That birds, flying at night in their seasonal migration, use the stars and 
collstellations to guide them, was the new theory on bird migration presented 
in papers by Dr. Franz Sauer of Germany ancl Dr. Ernst Sutter of Switzcr- 
land. These men worlting indepcndently for the last few years came to the 
same conclusion on this subject. Dr. Sauer conducted his experiments in a 
p]anetari~~rn. I-Iere he  first exposed some warblers to a section of an artificial 

which had stars in proper place for fall migration season in that locality 
Germany. These birds had been raised from the egg stage and thctefore 

had no previous migration experience. T h c  warblers which nor~nally 
migrated south immediately started in that dircction, when lw turned them 
about, changing their position, they at once righted themselves for the cor- 
rect southerly direction. M b n  the artificial sky pattern of stars was altered 
so as to be incorrect for fall migration time, the b i ~ d s  werc confused. Other 
birds were tried out in a similar way. 

Dr. Sutter in Switzerland carried on his experiments at an airfield, using 
the natural sky and a radar screen. When the sky was clear, the screen 
showed the birds all flying in the expected migratory direction. I-lowever, 
when the sky was entirely overcast by clouds, their flight pattern was con- 
fused. 

Papers titled "Sea Water and Salt Lltilization by Savanm Sparrows" ancl 
"Salt Excretion by a Nasal Glancl in Marine Bircls" brought out new ancl 
interesting research work showing that some migrating bircls over sdt  water 
must take some of the salt water. 

A timely subject on "Robin Population and Insecticides" brought up a 
discussion of the decreasing nunlbers of birds, due in part to increasing usc 
OF sprays of several ltinds on shubbery, trees ancl fields. For several years, 
records were kept of numbers of Robins, both adults and young, found on 
the campus of Michigan State College. T h e  numbers went from many c lo~m 
to a very few birds the last year. 

Another paper on "Outloolc for Florida Wading Birds" was along thc 
same line as spraying of marshes a i d  filling in of s w m p  lsncl me:lnt less food 
and resting places for wacling birds in the south. The causes mentioned in 
this ancl the preceding paper could affect the avian population in New 
Yorlc State. 

A Russian Scientist, who was unable to lx present, sent a complinienta~~g 
anniversary message which was read at the bancl~ c .  n m h g  by Ernst Mayr, 
the President. One of the speakers int~:oduced Tohn I<ieran, toastmast.er Y at the clinner, was Guy Montfort of England. + Mr. Montfort along with 
P. A. D. Mollom and Roplgcr Tory Peterson wrote the book entitled "The 
Field Guicle to the Birds of Britain and Europe." This book has now been 
translated into eight languages and is often referred to as Peterson's Euro- 
pean Guicle book, Mr. Montfoa saicl that Robger Peterson coulcl be con- 
sidered one of LT. S. best ambassaclors. 

.399 State Street, Albany 10, New York 

The Kingbird 107 




