
F I E L D  N O T E S  
Pelagic Observations from coastal Long Island - Recent observations of largs 

concentrations of jaegers and shearwaters have prompted interest in  shore &servo. 
tions of the oceanic birds. The main concentration appears to be from about the 
th i rd week in May, with the advent of the jaeger and Sooty Shearwater migration 
through the last weeltend in October, with the petering out of the concentrations oj  
Cory's Shearwaers of f  the eastern end of Long Island, especially Montauk Point. 

Weather conditions seem to  be very important in  the observation of oceanic birds 
from the shore. On the weekend of June 9 and 10, 1956, wi th SW wind and over. 
cast conditions, a large fl ight of jaegers was observed o f f  Jones Beach State Park, 
On the ninth, 12  Pomarine and four Parasitic Jaegers were seen, a l l  flying in an 
easterly direction along the shoreline. On the tenth there were five Pomarine and 
12 Parasitic. I t  is of interest that no immature birds were observed, the adults being 
in  !ight, intermediate, and dark phases with the latter phase predominating in the 
F'omarine. 

The first two weeks in June seem to be the height of the Sooty Shearwater migra- 
tion. A n  observation was made on June 1, 1957, of a large concentration, estimated 
a t  500. The birds were moving in  an easterly direction from Moriches lnlet to 
Mecox Bay during a period of east by southeast winds. Two dead birds were found 
on the shore in fresh condition. .As  the time grew lote (5:00 PM) the winds shifted 
to southwest and o l ight  rain fell. Four Pomarine, two Parasitic, and two unidentified 
jaegers were observed moving in an easterly direction harrying terns. A week later 
the sqme observers (N. Smith, P. Buckley, R. Clermont, E. Restivo) arrived at Jones 
Beach and were fortunate to observe another f l ight. W i th  a cold easterly wind and 
overcast conditions, several shearwaters were observed far out on the horizon. As 
the winds shifted to southeast, a f l ight of 26  Sooty Shearwoters and 51 Greater 
Shearwoters was observed moving in a southwesterly direction, feeding continuously. 
An un~isuol  note was that several of the Greater Shearwaters were being harried 
by Common Terns and forced to disgorge their prey. A few Sooty Shearwoters 
l i t  just beyond the breakers and as a result were swe-pt by the tide into the Fire Island 
lnlet amid fishing boats and Herring Gulls. During the period July 7 to 14 a mixed 
flock numbering approximately 100 and containing three species of shearwaters 
(with the Cory's being the most common) was observed sitting and feeding just 
beyond the outer breakers at  Mecox Bay. 

These and other observations thot I have not pointed out seem to indicate that o 
study of offshore movements of shearwaters and jaegers can be made by the observer 
who is famil iar with the right weather conditio'ns, has a t  his disposal a scope of 
abo~ t t  20X, and has the necessary patience. - Neal G. Smith, 1751 E. 29th St., 
Brooltlyn 

A Tree Swallow foundling - On Sunday afternoon, June 23, 1957, 1 was given 
a nest containing five hungry young Tree Swallows. The parents had not been 
seen feeding them a t  a l l  that day. The nest had been in  a moilbox ot  the edge of 
a well-traveled road, and the parents may have been kil led or caused to abandon 
the nest. The young Tree Swallows eagerly took bits of raw beef and, for variety, 
a drop of milk, a n  insect, some boiled egg or a l i the cottage cheese. 

Although the weother was very hot, i t  was not possible to keep the birds worv 
at  night and by Tuesday two were dead. The next morning only the largest one was 
alive. This bird was then bonded and placed i n  another Tree Swallow nest, and it 
was apparently cared for by its foster parents. One young bird stayed in  this nest 
two days after the others left and was lost seen on Monday, July 1. No trace of a 
dead bird or the bond was found in or about the nest, and so it seems likely thot the 
l i t t le Tree Swallow lived to f ly away from its adopted home. - Frank A. Clinch, 
173 l-laley St., Watertown 

Summer Record of White-winged Crossbill i n  Columbia County - About 2:00 
PM on the afternoon of July 12, 1958, 1 heord an unfamil iar note coming from a 
spruce tree in  the yard of my home in  Red Rock. The property is located at about 
850 feet elevation in  a narrow valley. When I was able to spot the bird, I easily 
recognized i t  as a White-winged Crossbiil, although I had never seen the species 
before. I was oble to view the. bird as closely as twelve feet, and all characteristics 
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(including the white wing bars ond crossed bills) were noted. The bird was o male. 
I went into the house to  phone some other birders in the area who might wish 

to see this rarity, but  none was able to come over that  afternoon. When I returned 
to the yard, I saw three male White-wings in  the same spruce tree, which was heavily 
laden with cones. The birds remained a t  least twenty minutes. 

Dr. Ed Reilly of the New Yorlt State Museum come over on July 13 to see 
&ether he could spot the birds. He remained some time, and just as i f  i t  seemed 
he would have t o  leave empty-handed, one White-winged Crossbill appeared. The 
bird was also seen by Mrs. Anna Corter of Old Chatham. On July 15 1 saw one 
white-winged Crossbill in a neighbor's yard, but  I did not record the species 
thereafter. 

Although both species of Crossbill nest in  the higher Adirondacks (ond the Red 
Crossbill perhaps elsewhere in the state? and. both occur irregularly as winter 
visitants, I a m  not owore of any previous summer record for the White-winged 
Crossbill in this area. I wonder whether these birds were i ~ ~ s t  wanderers or possible 
nesters somewhere in  the region. - Myra Smilow, Red Rock 

Phenomenal Appearance of Wood lbis on Long Island - The most spectacular 
Long lslond bird news for many months came with the sudden appearance of thirteen 
Wood Ibises over Orient on August 18, 1958. After o prolonged period o f  un- 
certain weather with some fog, Roy Latham of Orient glanced up to note these large 
block and white, stork-like birds, with heads and legs extended, circling about and 
flying over his farmlond. 

A few hours later, about two miles to  the west, a t  East Morion, Edmund Morgan, 
Curator o f  Tockapousho Museum i n  Seaford, while collecting algae on the shore of 
Long lslond Sound, sow opparently the same flock reduced by three, f lying westward, 
and further down the North Fork. According to  Latham, Paul Stoutenburg saw them 
east of Riverhead, sti l l  o flock o f  ten and traveling westward. That, according to 
our records, was the lost seen of the combined flock. 

Perhaps the most intimate association with the Wood lbis took place a t  East 
Moriches, where one was discovered about August 29 by Gilbert Raynor of Monor- 
ville and was seen a day or so later by Dennis Puleston of Broolthaven and Roy 
Wilcox of Speonlc. The bird was found along the Terrell River, a roosting ground 
for Common and Snowy Egrets, which has a wide estuary leading into Moriches Bay. 
The bird was noticed feeding in the reedy shallows or perched on one of the dead 
trees on the west bonk where the orea is still wild and forested. On the east bank 
are located various vantoge points f r im which the lbis could be observed, and i t  was 
on September 1, by invitation of Mr.  and Mrs. Terry of Blue Point, that  the author, 
his wife and Terry found the lbis near the mouth of the Terrell River feeding olong 
the east shore. While observing the bird we were joined by Roy Wilcox and Mr .  and 
Mrs. Harold Evens of Northville. 

Perfect views o f  the bird were available for about on hour through binoculars 
and a spotting scope. While feeding, the bird incessantly probed or sifted the 
soft black mud, apparently in search of soft marine life such as worms and the 
like. Whatever i t  found caused no hesitation in  the incessant dowitcher-like 
probing. The bird's bil l  was continually open for an inch or more, allowing the 
pinkish interior to be easily seen. The lbis was not distracted by a Mute Swan 
several feet away or by a Common Egret which l i t  nearby. After having been fully 
satisfied as to its method of feeding, Wilcox and Evans flushed the bird, and the 
long-geared floshy black and white form leisurely flew to a distant dead tree on the 
west bank where i t  alighted against the background of the y t t i n g  sun. 

$,s late as 1942 Allan D. Cruickshank, in  his book Birds Around New Yorlc 
City, tells of only one record of the Wood lbis from Long Island - a specimen 
taken a t  East Marion on June 21, 1890. He called i t  "on accidental visitant from 
the south" and said that there were two twentieth-century records for Cape May 
County, New Jersey. Roy Latham in the Baldwin Bird Club's NO. 5, 1956 publica- 
tion of "The Long Island Naturalist" states tha t  Clarence Schellinger of East Marion 
shot the lbis i n  1890, in a swamp adjoining Dam Pond between Orient and Green- 
port. Continuing, Latham tells of a Wood lbis seen by him on June 23, 1955, 
standing on the north border of Dam Pond a t  the exact location where the former 
lbis was found. He writes: "The bird, on adult, was seen to strike several times 
for food. Schools of immature sea herring (Culpea Harengus) were running in  the 
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