
F I E L D  N O T E S  
Pelagic Observations from coastal Long Island - Recent observations of largs 

concentrations of jaegers and shearwaters have prompted interest in  shore &servo. 
tions of the oceanic birds. The main concentration appears to be from about the 
th i rd week in May, with the advent of the jaeger and Sooty Shearwater migration 
through the last weeltend in October, with the petering out of the concentrations oj  
Cory's Shearwaers of f  the eastern end of Long Island, especially Montauk Point. 

Weather conditions seem to  be very important in  the observation of oceanic birds 
from the shore. On the weekend of June 9 and 10, 1956, wi th SW wind and over. 
cast conditions, a large fl ight of jaegers was observed o f f  Jones Beach State Park, 
On the ninth, 12  Pomarine and four Parasitic Jaegers were seen, a l l  flying in an 
easterly direction along the shoreline. On the tenth there were five Pomarine and 
12 Parasitic. I t  is of interest that no immature birds were observed, the adults being 
in  !ight, intermediate, and dark phases with the latter phase predominating in the 
F'omarine. 

The first two weeks in June seem to be the height of the Sooty Shearwater migra- 
tion. A n  observation was made on June 1, 1957, of a large concentration, estimated 
a t  500. The birds were moving in  an easterly direction from Moriches lnlet to 
Mecox Bay during a period of east by southeast winds. Two dead birds were found 
on the shore in fresh condition. .As  the time grew lote (5:00 PM) the winds shifted 
to southwest and o l ight  rain fell. Four Pomarine, two Parasitic, and two unidentified 
jaegers were observed moving in an easterly direction harrying terns. A week later 
the sqme observers (N. Smith, P. Buckley, R. Clermont, E. Restivo) arrived at Jones 
Beach and were fortunate to observe another f l ight. W i th  a cold easterly wind and 
overcast conditions, several shearwaters were observed far out on the horizon. As 
the winds shifted to southeast, a f l ight of 26  Sooty Shearwoters and 51 Greater 
Shearwoters was observed moving in a southwesterly direction, feeding continuously. 
An un~isuol  note was that several of the Greater Shearwaters were being harried 
by Common Terns and forced to disgorge their prey. A few Sooty Shearwoters 
l i t  just beyond the breakers and as a result were swe-pt by the tide into the Fire Island 
lnlet amid fishing boats and Herring Gulls. During the period July 7 to 14 a mixed 
flock numbering approximately 100 and containing three species of shearwaters 
(with the Cory's being the most common) was observed sitting and feeding just 
beyond the outer breakers at  Mecox Bay. 

These and other observations thot I have not pointed out seem to indicate that o 
study of offshore movements of shearwaters and jaegers can be made by the observer 
who is famil iar with the right weather conditio'ns, has a t  his disposal a scope of 
abo~ t t  20X, and has the necessary patience. - Neal G. Smith, 1751 E. 29th St., 
Brooltlyn 

A Tree Swallow foundling - On Sunday afternoon, June 23, 1957, 1 was given 
a nest containing five hungry young Tree Swallows. The parents had not been 
seen feeding them a t  a l l  that day. The nest had been in  a moilbox ot  the edge of 
a well-traveled road, and the parents may have been kil led or caused to abandon 
the nest. The young Tree Swallows eagerly took bits of raw beef and, for variety, 
a drop of milk, a n  insect, some boiled egg or a l i the cottage cheese. 

Although the weother was very hot, i t  was not possible to keep the birds worv 
at  night and by Tuesday two were dead. The next morning only the largest one was 
alive. This bird was then bonded and placed i n  another Tree Swallow nest, and it 
was apparently cared for by its foster parents. One young bird stayed in  this nest 
two days after the others left and was lost seen on Monday, July 1. No trace of a 
dead bird or the bond was found in or about the nest, and so it seems likely thot the 
l i t t le Tree Swallow lived to f ly away from its adopted home. - Frank A. Clinch, 
173 l-laley St., Watertown 

Summer Record of White-winged Crossbill i n  Columbia County - About 2:00 
PM on the afternoon of July 12, 1958, 1 heord an unfamil iar note coming from a 
spruce tree in  the yard of my home in  Red Rock. The property is located at about 
850 feet elevation in  a narrow valley. When I was able to spot the bird, I easily 
recognized i t  as a White-winged Crossbiil, although I had never seen the species 
before. I was oble to view the. bird as closely as twelve feet, and all characteristics 
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