
(including the white wing bars ond crossed bills) were noted. The bird was o male. 
I went into the house to  phone some other birders in the area who might wish 

to see this rarity, but  none was able to come over that  afternoon. When I returned 
to the yard, I saw three male White-wings in  the same spruce tree, which was heavily 
laden with cones. The birds remained a t  least twenty minutes. 

Dr. Ed Reilly of the New Yorlt State Museum come over on July 13 to see 
&ether he could spot the birds. He remained some time, and just as i f  i t  seemed 
he would have t o  leave empty-handed, one White-winged Crossbill appeared. The 
bird was also seen by Mrs. Anna Corter of Old Chatham. On July 15 1 saw one 
white-winged Crossbill in a neighbor's yard, but  I did not record the species 
thereafter. 

Although both species of Crossbill nest in  the higher Adirondacks (ond the Red 
Crossbill perhaps elsewhere in the state? and. both occur irregularly as winter 
visitants, I a m  not owore of any previous summer record for the White-winged 
Crossbill in this area. I wonder whether these birds were i ~ ~ s t  wanderers or possible 
nesters somewhere in  the region. - Myra Smilow, Red Rock 

Phenomenal Appearance of Wood lbis on Long Island - The most spectacular 
Long lslond bird news for many months came with the sudden appearance of thirteen 
Wood Ibises over Orient on August 18, 1958. After o prolonged period o f  un- 
certain weather with some fog, Roy Latham of Orient glanced up to note these large 
block and white, stork-like birds, with heads and legs extended, circling about and 
flying over his farmlond. 

A few hours later, about two miles to  the west, a t  East Morion, Edmund Morgan, 
Curator o f  Tockapousho Museum i n  Seaford, while collecting algae on the shore of 
Long lslond Sound, sow opparently the same flock reduced by three, f lying westward, 
and further down the North Fork. According to  Latham, Paul Stoutenburg saw them 
east of Riverhead, sti l l  o flock o f  ten and traveling westward. That, according to 
our records, was the lost seen of the combined flock. 

Perhaps the most intimate association with the Wood lbis took place a t  East 
Moriches, where one was discovered about August 29 by Gilbert Raynor of Monor- 
ville and was seen a day or so later by Dennis Puleston of Broolthaven and Roy 
Wilcox of Speonlc. The bird was found along the Terrell River, a roosting ground 
for Common and Snowy Egrets, which has a wide estuary leading into Moriches Bay. 
The bird was noticed feeding in the reedy shallows or perched on one of the dead 
trees on the west bonk where the orea is still wild and forested. On the east bank 
are located various vantoge points f r im which the lbis could be observed, and i t  was 
on September 1, by invitation of Mr.  and Mrs. Terry of Blue Point, that  the author, 
his wife and Terry found the lbis near the mouth of the Terrell River feeding olong 
the east shore. While observing the bird we were joined by Roy Wilcox and Mr .  and 
Mrs. Harold Evens of Northville. 

Perfect views o f  the bird were available for about on hour through binoculars 
and a spotting scope. While feeding, the bird incessantly probed or sifted the 
soft black mud, apparently in search of soft marine life such as worms and the 
like. Whatever i t  found caused no hesitation in  the incessant dowitcher-like 
probing. The bird's bil l  was continually open for an inch or more, allowing the 
pinkish interior to be easily seen. The lbis was not distracted by a Mute Swan 
several feet away or by a Common Egret which l i t  nearby. After having been fully 
satisfied as to its method of feeding, Wilcox and Evans flushed the bird, and the 
long-geared floshy black and white form leisurely flew to a distant dead tree on the 
west bank where i t  alighted against the background of the y t t i n g  sun. 

$,s late as 1942 Allan D. Cruickshank, in  his book Birds Around New Yorlc 
City, tells of only one record of the Wood lbis from Long Island - a specimen 
taken a t  East Marion on June 21, 1890. He called i t  "on accidental visitant from 
the south" and said that there were two twentieth-century records for Cape May 
County, New Jersey. Roy Latham in the Baldwin Bird Club's NO. 5, 1956 publica- 
tion of "The Long Island Naturalist" states tha t  Clarence Schellinger of East Marion 
shot the lbis i n  1890, in a swamp adjoining Dam Pond between Orient and Green- 
port. Continuing, Latham tells of a Wood lbis seen by him on June 23, 1955, 
standing on the north border of Dam Pond a t  the exact location where the former 
lbis was found. He writes: "The bird, on adult, was seen to strike several times 
for food. Schools of immature sea herring (Culpea Harengus) were running in  the 
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pond, which is a salt water branch of the Orient harbor. The bird, when distributed, 
flew several hundred yards and alighted in  the top of a smoll swamp tree. There 
appear to have been no intervening records for this species on Long Island between 
1890 and 1955." 

I n  the f inal analysis i t  seems phenomenal that  on a l l  three occasions the Wood 
Ibises were seen a t  East Marion, the first two records being l imited to thot locality, 
and also that a flock of thirteen should appear in  1958 when only two individuals 
had been seen i n  the 68 years previous to tho t  date. - John J. Elliott, 3994 Park 
Avenue, Seaford 

Some Brief Tug Hill Plateau Observations - The Tug  Hi l l  Plateau, located largely 
in northeastern Oswego County and the southern two-thirds of Lewis County, has Iong 
been an ornithological unknown. A recent t r ip there (10  June 1957) resulted in 
brief survey of the area and the formation of plo-s to explore i t  more thoroughly 
in  the future. Access was achieved by o 20-mile-long lumber road that takes off 
from Route 12, north o f  Houseville, between Tur in and Lowville; the first six miles 
of this were covered by car, the remaining 14 on foot. Briefly, the terrain is that 
of very low, long irregular ridges with alternating swamp and bog areas; the majority 
of the drier ridge area is covered with a m i x t ~ ~ r e  of second-growth northern hard- 
woods (Sugar Maple, Yellow Birch, White Birch), while the finger-like wet areas 
are either Tag Alder grass swamp or Black Snr~~ce-blueberry bogs. The bogs and 
ridges are rimmed with o heavy growth o f  Hemlock and Gray Birch, a situatioq 
particularly attractive to  the numerous warblers. Sluggish streams meander back 
and forth across the road but few areas of extensive (one square mile or more) 
swamp or bog abut directly on the road. 

The counts below are done on a "singing mole" basis along the 14 miles of road 
This observer was particularly impressed by the abundance of singing male warblers 
and tl ic marked poucity of woodpeckers and hawks in  that oreo. Interesting ta 
note also was the greater abundance of the White-throated Sparrow as compared to 
the Slate-colored Junco. 

Goshawk - 2 adults, 3 yourig in  nest; Chimney Swift -30, usually around 
the unused hunting cabins; Hairy Woodpecker - 5, a nest: Downy Woodpecker - 
2; Crested Flycatcher - 15; Yellow-bellied Flycatcher - 2: Traill's Flycatcher 
- 55; Least Flycatcher - 30; Olive-sided Flycatcher - 4; Catbird - 65; Wood 
Thrush - 3; Hermit Thrush - 32; Swainson's Thrush - 38; Veery - 30; 
Solitary Vireo - 28; Red-eyed Vireo - 40; Black-and-white Warbler - 6; hash- 
ville Warbler - 5 ;  Parula Warbler - 2; Magnolia Warbler - 75; Black-throated 
Blue Warbler - 58; Myrtle Warbler - 18; Black-throated Green Warbler - 78, 
Blackburnian Worbler - 65; Chestnut-sided Warbler - 145; Ovenbird - 45; 
Northern Waterthrush - 52; Mourning Worbler - 24; Yellow-throat - 75; 
Canada Warbler - 64; Redstart - 46; Scarlet Tanoger - 27; Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak - 20; Indigo Bunting 15; Purple Finch - 4 6  (1 nest); Goldfinch - 50; Slate- 
colored Junce - 35; White-throated Sparrow - 85; Swamp Sparrow - 38; Song 
Sparrow - 90.* 

Single individuals of the Red-toiled Hawk, the Red-shouldered Howk, a ~ d  the 
Broad-winged Hawk were seen. A pair each of Mallards, Block D~~cks ,  and Wood 
Ducks were noted; this observer considered i t  rather unusuol to f ind ducks still 
paired this love i n  the season. The complete absence o f  Yellow Warblers was most 
remarkable as several areas of willow scrub and compside areas seemed suitable 
habitat. 

This large block of northern ovifauna may well serve as the source of those 
birds - e. g. Blue-headed Vireo, White-throated Sparrow, Myrtle Warbler that 
sporadically appear to breed close to the north shore o f  Oneida Loke and near the 
eostern end of Lake Ontario. The descending slope of the land and the direction 
of stream flow with the concomitant fingers of streamside Hemlock, alder, and 
larch tend south and west and could serve as submarginal habitat and channels for 
the spread of these northern species. 

A n  earlier and particularly interesting account of birdl ife in  this area has been 
written by R. Arbib in  the Linnean Newsletter, Vol. 7, #6, 1953. 

*Bold face number; indicate high counts of certain species; bold face names 
indicote more unusual northern" ovifauna. 

Fritz Scheider, 151 Seventh North Street, Syracuse 8, New York 

110 The Kingbird 




