
Barn Swallow Migration a t  Jones Beach - On August 23rd, 1958, in compony 
with p. A. Buckley, D. B. Pealcall, H. Recher and F. Scheider, I saw an enormous 

migration of Barn Swollows (Hirundo rustica) along Jones Beach, L. I. 
The migration was i n  fu l l  swing for about four hours, from 10 a, m, to 2 p, m., and 
sample counts during this period showed on average of 80  to 90  birds possing per 
minute, or roughly 5,000 birds per hour: mast of these were following the northern 
edge of the borrier beach or f lying over the adjoining marshes. On reaching Captree 
State Pork, a t  the east end of Jones Beoch, a t  2 p, m, we found many birds arriving 
from the north-east, suggesting that they were crossing from the mainland to the 
beach, and during the remainder of the afternoon, which we spent on Fire Island, 
we saw only comparatively small numbers, possing westwards along the north shore 
of the island and crossing to  Jones Beach from its westernmost point. Although I 

no complete count, the total number possing during the day must have ap- 
proached 25,000, and may well have been considerably lorger. 

Stone (Bird Studies a t  Old Cope May, New Yorlc, 1937) describes very similor 
movements of Barn Swallows at  Cope May, N. J., but  I hove not found any previous 
records from Long Island: Cruiclcshank (Birds around New Yorlc City, New Yorlc, 
1942) regarded concentrations of even o few hundred as unusual there. On the 
other hand, as Stone points out, a large Born Swallow migration is only subtly spec- 
raculor, and such movements may well hove been overlooked in the past. There is, 
in fact, no reason to believe that the numbers which I saw might hove been due to 
concentration by abnormal weother conditions. A cold front had passed through the 
area during the night of August 21st-22nd, bringing a good deal of rain to inland 
dictricts, but there was only a slight fal l  in temperature as the front moved out to 
sea on the 22nd, and the wind changed rapidly through north-east to east as the 
high pressure centre moved E. N. E, into New England. August 23rd was typically 
fine and worm on Jones Beoch, with a l ight onshore wind freshening from the south- 
east. I t  is possible that such conditions are especially fovauroble for Barn Swallow 
migration: additional records would be of great interest. - I. C. T. Nisbitt, Cam- 
bridge, Moss. 

An Albino Starling - A white Starling, with no dark feathers, was first seen 
in mid-July 1958 and last noticed two months later, in mid-September, by Mrs. 
Albert Dotter in  her bock yord a t  37  Wellington Road, Delmar, N. Y. The bird 
acted quite fearless, like o young bird, in its first appearance on the lawn as i t  came 
up close to the back porch. Later i t  was seen on the lawn ond in trees by Mr.  and 
Mrs. Dotter and their neighbors after it and other Starlings had flown in from o 
wooded area. This Albino with its grayish bi l l  appeared daily a t  first, then i t  was 
observed only o f f  and on. Usually the conespicuous white bird, which was often 
chased by the other birds, stoyed alone ond a t  a little distance from the other dorkly 
plumaged Starlings. - Lill ian C. Stoner, 3'59 State Street, Albany 

I-IIGI-ILIGI ITS OF T I  IE FALL SEASON 
A U G U S T  16 - NOVEMBER 30, 1958 

ALLEN 1-1. BBNTON 

Most of my birding is confiilecl to the spring season, when I teach a class 
in ornithology. But I have enjoyed inany hours of vicarious birding at all of 
the best birding spots in the state, while preparing the quarlerly reports for 
publication. I11 general, it was a reasonably normal fall - a little wet, a 
little cool, but in most ways fairly normal. As for the birds, there were bright 
spots and dark spots. Among the bright spots, a spectacular gull concen- 
tration was reported from the Niagara Gorge in Region 1. Almost every 
reporter noted unusually good seed and fruit crops, which may augur well ' 

for winter sunrival, after the poor crops and heavy snows of last year. In a 
less cheerful vein, cliving cl~~clts were almost uniformljr low, some reporters 
indicating a serious decline according to presently available figures. The 
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fall numbers of herons and egrets sccnled very low, with iclativcly few of 
even ~ l l c  most common l~ost-n~~ptiiil wanderers. Six ot' the ten regions le. 
l ~ o r t ~ d  a declinc or coinplcte absence of h c  Carolina Wrcn, which has bem 
appearing in more northerly areas each year. Bluebirds, which were re- 
inarltaldy hard to i'incl last spring, scc~necl to have had a good summer, but 
nurnbcrs arc still well below normal, accorcling to migration reports, 

As usual, rarities turned up here and there. Among those which perhaps 
mcrit mention here arc: Icing Rail a i d  Yellow-throated N7arbler in lIiegioll 
3; Littlc Gull, Purple S:llld]IilX~, and Marblccl Godwit from Region 5; Ralien 
ancl Little Rluc IIcron in Region 8; Wood Ibis and Purple Gallinule From 
licgion 9; Dicltcissel in boll1 Region 9 and Region 10; ancl on Long Island, 
such things as thc scconcl eastern record for the Sage Thlashcr, several 
Wcstcrn I<ii~gl~i~~cl reports, Yellow Rail, Curlew Sandpiper and Buff-breasted 
Sancll>il~cr. 

Winter birds arc thus far lather scanty. Most itgions ~q~or tec l  1arg 
uuin'hcrs of Pint Siskins, a i d  White-winged Crossbills were reported oFtel1 
enough to give some hope that this ma~7 be a good wintcr to we this ~~suall~r 
scarce spccics. At present it has not bccoinc obvious what ltind of a wintel 
1,ircl .season clrc arc going to have, but the Cl~r is t~nas  censuscs will soon be 
giving us a clue. 

REGION 1 - NIAGARA FRONTIER 
ROBERT F. ANDRLE 

The latter half of August continued nlilcl but slightly cooler than t1lc 
pwwcling two weelts. Sunshine was abundant and precipitation normal, 
T h e  only clistul.l,ance of note was a severe thundersquall, high winds, and 
some hail over the region on August 31. Migration of passerines was almost 
nil during this period but shorelirds continuecl rather. nuinerous as lalte 
levels remaincd low and algae covered inany parts of the shore. September 
wus generally cloudy with chazlgeable weather, temperatures near norn~al, 
and, p~:ecipit.ation 1.58 illchcs above the mean. Light frost occurred in rural 
scctions on the twelfth and twenty-ninth and a pronounced cold front passed 
on the last day of the inoi~th, Warblers were much in evidence, at last 
seven "waves" being notecl, although other species of birds appeared to be 
less cominon than usual. In  most respects weatl~erwise it was o pleasant 
October with clear and cloudy clays in average abunclance and temperaturcs 
and precipitation departing little from the means. N o  severe weather phe- 
nomena occurred during the month and sunsbiile was 7% above the long term 
average, There were some late records for land bird migrants and the 
waterfowl appeared in the usual n~lnlbers with the exception of Oct 26 to 28 
when there was considerable movement, especially of geese, over the region. 
If: was a mild and suilny November with tenlperatures averaging 5 degrees 
above normal until the last week y h e n  a cold wave with considerable 
snowfall closing roads, and bringing midwinter temperature. Again a spec- 
tacular sight was the tremendous number of gulls along the Niagara River 
chiefly from Niagara Falls to its mouth at Lake Ontario, 

Loons - Ducks: In late October and eorly November Common Loons were in 
evidence on Lake Ontario in noteworthy numbers. Most were flying eastward but 
some also were moving in a vjesterly direction. On Oct 28 a total o f  64 were ob- 
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