
Part 1 - 1956 8 
7'he Lonbr Island Nat~ualist 1956, pagc 22, printed an item by me c~ltit]~(I 

"Notes on Ospreys." The prcscnt article is in part, a sequel to that recorcl: 
In 1956 the inale osprey arrived first to the sitc, on Nlnrch 26, driftillg in 

from the s o ~ ~ t h  a t  8 a.  m. ancl perclled on the branch where the ncst had becn, 
F - 
Ilie l h l  was cviclcntly quite fatigued and rcrnainccl nesting ~mti l  3 12, m,, 

when it Icft the tree and circled out over the bay, plunging for a fIounc\er, 
which it brought back to the same branch and cicvo~~rccl. The bird left t]le 

limb agnin about 5 11, 111. and flew south aver the bay. It was not seen again 
I'or thrcc clays. On March 29 it returned in comp:my with thc matc. Ollc 
ulondcrs if the lilalc osprey somctimcs returns south to mcct the fen& cn 

? ., ~wiitc, l ' h c  ma,lc normally arrives beforc or r v i t l ~  the I'cm;~le. I he fen& 
always coimncncc repiring the old ncsts, or start the construction ol' rlc\\f 
ncsts. 

. When they arrived together (this spring), hoth stopped in the same t~cr  
where tlie snale had stoppecl three days before. They were sccn Edr O L I ~  O V C ~  
the bay in a direct course Sor that tree, whcrc they pcrchccl m d  nested fol 
over an hour. Then the Senlalc circled the sitc several times. Talti~lg in the 
situation, she quicltly I'ormccl a decision ancl immccliatcly clroppccl into '1 

nearby cornfield. Piclting L I ~  a cornstalk, she carried it to the old nest, 
where she hacl lost her young the two psevious seasons to maraucling raccoons. 
l'hcreafter she made a hip every fiftccn to twenty I ~ ~ D L I L ~ S ,  c:~r~ying coin- 

slalks to the nest. About twelve minutes were spent each trip arranging the 
illaterial on the ncsl. The nest was below the top ol' the LIW and the stalks 
were fivc to six feet in length. 011 nearly every trip the l>ircl had to circle 
~ h c  tree several Limes before she could get the long stems Iwtwcen he 
b~~mches  to the ncst. At 1 12, m, she rested on the before-i~~entionccl lmnch 
I'or nearly an hour, and tlicn went after a flounder, which was brought bad 
to the perch i111~1 eaten. She did not leave the b~.ancli again that day Thc 
male also spent the night in the same trcc. 11~11.ing the period of finishing 
L I ~  tlw IICS~, the i i d e  S ~ C I I L  iilost of his time 10.1fitlg and fishing, On thc 
sccond day the fenlalc started breaking weak branches i d  twigs fro111 tms 
a quarter mile clistancc froin the ncst. One windy clay she was ca~qing d 
long strip of cloth low over the woods, and the c i ~ d  or the rag caught in a 
branch. T h e  bird was jcrlcccl to a sudden stop ancl whiilecl owl,  lmc1 clown- 
w a d ,  all swi~iging in the high wind. T h e  biid had great clifficulty ex- 
~ricating itself Crom the rags among the l~ranchlcts. I t  was feared that wing 
or k g ,  or even the neck, woulcl bc brokcn in the struggle to rclense itself. 
She Finally succeeded and flw s:raight to the nest mcl rclaxccl. No further 
attc~npt was unclertalten to secure the rag, and it hung there throughout 
I lie sumnicr. 

Tn due time a set of eggs was laid, incubatecl allcl hatcliccl. About micl- 
June racoons again visited the ncsl and toolc thc nestlings For tlie thi~cl SLK- 

ccssive season. k\s in former ~C:II.S, the ospreys left the vicinity Sor three 
wccks. They returned in July mcl croctcd a new nest on tlic very branch 
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,l1ele thcy had beell the pccccling year. T h e  nest w~ts  completed in about 
lwelltg days. T h e ~ d ' t e r  this p i r  of osprcys loitcrccl al.o~lnd until thcil. dc>- 
I,art~lre for the south early in Septcmbcr. 

The osprcys arc extremely n~cthodical hircls, cspccially in thqir ncsting 
Their arrival wries onl!l sliRhtl!! by '1 fcw days, ,lccor,'ing to 

Exceptionally in very sc\lcrc spells of weother, they ~.cturn south 
wald ol at least clisLqq~car fro111 Otient f'm ;I f'cw days. 

11 taltes them thrce to four weeks to fix up  an old nest, '1s lonq as it docs 
lo build a complctc, l l c ~  nest. They work all clay, cocry fair clay, adrlinq 
matelid to the old liest, which in most caws is suitable fol caps '11 thc start. 
As I have statccl bcforc, they do not build on r,liny ciays. The  Fcm,~lr spcncls 
Inore and more time 011 thc ncst as April advances, mt l  in Oricnt thc first 
qg"re laid April 28 to M a ~ l  4. Llsually two to C'OLII. clays elalxc 11ctwc~en 
layillg each egg. T h e  bird docs not scttlc clown to s l cdy  inc~~l , , i t in~ until 
tile last egg of a clutch is laid. 

It is reco~decl that the osprcy colony in 0 1 h t  is an olr-shoot from Garcli- 
ner's Island. This  I bclicvc to 11c an error, horn my studies oF the Oricnt 
osl~~eysovci a long periocl oL' yciws, togethcr from chta from older ~csiclcnts in 
Olicnt elating back to at least 1800. Somc oL thcsc old cxprcssecl nn 
interest a i d  knowlctlgc of the O S ~ I . C ~ S ,  and I ,~ccpirccl as 111~1~11 as possihlc 

Ion. of that inform~t '  
A4y rccords show that the osprcvs began to multiply in O ~ i c n t  around 

1890, at the tinle when 1'1~1111 Island was sold i111d the Government started 
construction of the Fortifications on the island. Larqe crews of laborers were 
transferred to the island, with their kcen appetites for ospreys' eggs. It was 
hen that the osprcys commcncecl to spread to Orient, Shelter Island, Carcli- 
ner's Island ancl other localities. 

We read i11 the ./\uk, October, 1892, "Brreding I Tabits or the Fish 1 Iawks 
on Plum IsIancl" by Charles Slo\lcr Allen, with two photographs, a most 
interesting and instr~ictiw narrative of the ospreys (11.1 that islancl. 1 Ic statcg 
that for 40 years prior to 1885 the fish hawlts on the island had been pro- 
tected and encouragccl to nest there by the owner. They werc never l~lolestccl 
md were "a~most as tamc as German Sto~'lts." They nested in thc home 
vard ancl all over the islaud ancl on ioclts along the shores, certain nests 
]laving been in yearly service for at least 40 years. At t h ~ t  time, according 
to Allen, the owner claimed that 500 ncsts were on the island. (Allcn con- 
sidered that one-half that n ~ ~ i n b c r  was a rct~onable estimation.) About 
half the nests were on or close to the gro~mtl. T h e  owncr claiined that two 
thousand ospreys roosted on :he ishncl every night, but it was not said i T  
this was early in the season or later, when the young uspreys were flying. 
Plum Island was solel in 1885. All of these low accessible ncsts werc exposed 
to whomsoever desired to destroy thein or their contents. hlarine t ~ a p  
[ishermen, among others, held a cleaclly grudge against them. Allen wrote 
"After the islai~cl was sold ancl protection removccl, the ospreys in most part 
have gone clscwherc to ncst." From my lcnowlcclgc it was at that period 
that the influx appeared in Orient. Two well-posted bi~cl incn on Shcltcr 
Island, Willis W. Worthington and Moses R.  Griffin, told mc latcr that there 
was an increase in the osprey population of that island at that tiinc. 

Benjamin I<. R/lulforcl of Oi.ient, who died in his 99th year, was the 
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largest land owner in Orient. On his farm in 1890 was the only pair 
ospreys in Orient and for 50 years prior to that date, as he related to me. H~ 
was very jcalous of them and allowed no one to disturb them. They llested 
in an old red cedar, long before 1890 and after,, until the tree was ripped 
apart in the hurricane of 1938. Accorcling to Mr.  Mulford, and what had 
been transferred to him by others, there had been 'but one pair of breeding 
ospreys in Orient, at least back to 1800. This old nest w a s  in sight froln mv 
home and fivc minutcs walk away, I recall clearly one instance of my \re6 
young years. I found a yomlg osprey on the ground under that nest, too 
immature to fly. As I knelt to examine the Fledping, both parents swooped, 
stvilting me with sufficient force to h o c k  I ~ C  to the: ground. The old birds 
dashccl repeateclly at me as I ran with blood trickling from face and ha& 
'.l'hey followcd me for a hundred yards. In all my experience with this 
spwies it is the only time they attaclted me with viciousness. It may havc 
lxen because OF my sinall size, they nlistaltine nle for some other type of 
small man~mal. When one is at the nest which has young, the old ospreys, 
~lsually the females, f~:equently sweep close to one, the wings sometimes 
brushing one, the talolls vibrating close to one's bead. Once my hat was 
hooltecl off my head and droppecl into Gardiner's Bay - on an off-shore 
wind. Such instances are raninisceuses of pleasant days afield. It is ~pp??r- 
ently thc longtime nesting individ~~als which show vigorous combatnre 
nnturc when young are in the nest. 

Prior to the p a k  of osprey breeding in Orient no raccoons hacl been 1.c- 

corclccl in thc vicinity for about 60 ycars. Tt is now a common end incmsin~ 
mammal in Orient. It is an excellent climlxx, and all ncsts are acccssihle 
to it. 

Thc ospiry colony in Orient attained its m:lximum nu~nbcr  of breeding 
pairs in 1926. Thirty-two ncsts wcre occ~~piecl. This numbcr con~inued 
with slight f luct~~ation for twenty years, when a clecreasc was noticed. LI 
1956 less then half that number nested in Orient. 

Part I1 - 1957 - 1958 

1957 - T h e  first osprey of the season, apparently EI male, came in om 
thc bay at 10 a. m. on March 25. It circled the old nest threc time5 and 
then alighted upon it and rested for sixty-five minutes. It then flew off 
over the bay and was not seen again that clay. O n  March 26 an osprey 
came to the nest just before dark, perched on a branch outside the nest and 
spent the night there. At dawn it flew to the bay to fish ancl soon returned, 
with a flo~~ncler, to the same perch, This bird, apparently a female, left the 
pcrc11 aL 8: 15 aftel eating the fish, and brought back a small branch to the 
old nest and sat there For fifty-five minutes. She then flew a half-mile and 
piclrccl up  all: thc ground an old burlap fertilizer sack and brought it to the 
nest. There was no sign of thc mate all that day. On March 29 both birds 
were at the newer nest carlg in the morning. On that date they selected 
that nest and rapidly put it in order for laying and were successful in bringing 
L ~ I  three off-spring to thc flying age. 

1958 - T h e  spring was late and the first osprey to this nest arrived April 
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10, bo& birds coming in together about midmorning, thc f'cmalc going to thc 
old nest again and the inale bird to the newer ncst. At once the fcnlalc 
began repahring the old nest in earnest. 1-hweoer, on the second morning, 

l~ecause the inatc concentrated there all the while, she took material 
to the newer nest, but she had not condemned the old nest yet and corn- 
rnenced to repair both nests, inalting trips alternately first to the old nest, 
then to the newer nest. Only once did she vary from this pattcrn. Oncc 
wlleil she was about to land on the old nest with claws full of seawcccl for 
the finishing touches, 1 appeared too close and she whirled off and took 

lining material to the other nest and delmited it there. Both nests were 
built up equally during the three weeks following their arrival with no clue 
to the last which nesr would be selected for the surniner occupancy. Both 
llests were ready for eggs late in April. T h e  first egg was laid in the newer 
nest on April 27, an early date by one day in Orient. From that day on the 
old nest was abandonecl bv the fernah.. but the rnalc perched t lwc  frequently. 
The eggs hatched early in June. Two wel ts  hter  the young disappeared 
and the aclults left the nest and vicinity. Positive evidence is not recorded 
as to what became of the young in this case. 

As usual the osprevs 1:eturned to the ncst again late in July and acldecl 
Inore material to it before their depwture from Orient late in August. 

Putting two nests in order at the sainc timc for laying is a new experience 
in my long obseuvation with the ospreys in Oricnt. 

Orie.n~, N. Y .  

JOI-IN TREADWELL NlCI-'lOLS 

The rcccnt clcath of John T. Nichols, 116 Ninth Street, Garden City, 
constitutes a big loss to Long Islancl ornithology. Although retired ichthyolo- 
gist of the American Museum of Natural History and noted authority 011 

fishes, he was also folunost as an ecologist on Long Island birdlife. IIis 
keen and retentive mind was ever a storehouse of information which coulcl 
be cheerfully drawn upon as necessity arose a i d  he will be greatly missed. 
His biography is in preparation for a future issue of The I<ingbird. 
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