
REGION 2 - GENESEE 

Telnperature during the last half of August was about ~iorinal except for 
a brief heat wave the last two clays of the month. The 31st brought the 

highest teinpesature, 91 *. September was about norinal in tempera- 
ture, as was October, except for a sharp freeze early in the month which set 
record low temperatures for a clay or two. Novcmb-1. was quite mild until 
Thanlcsgiving, after which mid-winter conditions prevailed until the end of 
elle month. Dusing this period temperatures rangccl clown to lo0, and over 
a foot I$ snow fell. 

Precipitation for the fall period, as well as for 111c First eleven rnonths of 
the year altogctlm, has been well abo-ve normal. I11 spite of this fact, the 
level of Lake Ontario and tllc sulxmncling bays a i d  poncls has been even 
lower than last year, which was a very dry year. 'The low water level re- 
sulted in good sl~orebirclin~, but brought small numbers O F  heroils a id  grebes. 
Heavy flights of b~ons, hrant and sco;cl.s occul.rcc1 during the latter part of 
October. T h e  flight of f'inches, on the other hancl, was lather poor, only 
the Pine Sislcin being rcported in any numbcrs, with one report of the White- 
wingecl Crossbill. 

Loons - Ducks: The highest count of Common Loons was /5 birds along the 
eost lake shore Oct 9, and the high count of Red-throated Loons was on almost 
unheard-of tatol of an  estimated 1200 along the west lolteshore Oct 23 (Listmon). 
200 Horned Grebes were reported Nov 9 around Hamlin State Pork (Dobson), but 
the Red-necked Grebe was unreported and the Pied-billed Grebe was scarce during 
the whole period. Two immature Gonnets were off the Russell power stat~on Nov 27 
(L. Moon, Listman) and the latter observer saw single birds Nov 29 ond 30  around 
Braddock's Bay. Single Double-crested Cormorants were reported Aug 16 and 19 
and Oct 5 around Braddock's Bay (Listmon). 

A single Whistl ing Swan was reported from Braddoclc's Boy Oct 18 (Listman) 
and a flock of 17 was seen ot  Honeoye Lake Nov 2 0  by the same observer. 5000 
Bront were observed along the west lalce shore Oct 2 6  (G. 0. S.) and 1500 were seen 
in the same general areo on Oct 2 8  (Listman). 100 were still present Nov 9 along 
the eost lake shore (G. 0. S.). Two Snow Geese were seen Nov 1 a t  Braddock's 
Bay (Listmon). Four Godwalls were seen Aug 20 a t  Manitou (Listman) and two at  
Mendon Ponds Oct 25 (Whites). N o  European Widgeon were observed, but 20 
American Widgeon were seen Aug 31 along the west lolte shore (Burroughs-Audubon 
Hike), 600 were seen Oct 2 6  in  the some area along with the Bront and Scater 
flight, and 150 were seen Nov 2 a t  Mendon Ponds (Whites). 1200 Pintoils were 
seen Oct 2 6  along the west lolte shore (G. 0. S. Hike). 15 Green-winged Teal were 
seen Aug 17 around Braddock's Boy (G. 0. S.). 25 Redheads were seen Nov 2 2  a t  
Durond (Storling, Brummer). 20 Canvosboclcs were a t  Mendon Ponds Oct 25 
(Whites). A floclc of Greater Scaup off: Durand was counted on Nov 1 by Starling 
at 1165 birds. This approximate number was still present at  the end of the period. 
1500 American Goldeneyes were migrating olong the west lolce shore by Nov 30  
(List.mon). 2000  Old Sq~tows were seen of f  Durand Nov 'I 1 (Listman). Two White- 
winged Scoters were seen a t  Manitou Sep 23 (Listman), 300 were seen olong the west 
lake shore Oct 2 6  (G. 0. S.), and 450 Oct 28 in the some areo (Listman). Four Surf 
Scoters were seen Oct 28 on the west lalce shore (Listman); five along the eost lolte 
shore Nov 9 (G. 0. S.), ond four were seen the same day a t  Homlin State Park 
(Dobson). 360  Common Scoters were seen Oct 26 olong the west lolte shore 
(G. 0. 5.) and seven a t  Hamlin State Park on Nov 9. 12  Ruddy Ducks were seen 
along the east lake shore Nov 9 (G. 0. 5.). 60  Hooded Mergansers were reported 
at Durand-Eastman Pork Nov 2 2  (Storling, Brummer). 

Hawks - Owls: No Goshawks were reported in  the area this year. A group 
of 45 Red-toiled and three Broad-winged Howlcs, observed Aug 30, was o very large 
number for any time during the fal l  migration, A Peregrine Falcon was observed 
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hunting near Salmon Creek Oct 7 (Listman). A single Piping Plover appeared Sep 
7 near Braddock's Bay and a bird of this species was present until Nov 11, a very 
late date. 62 Killdeers were seen Nov 4 ot  Salmon Creelc (Listman) and one bird 
wos still present Nov 29 at Summerville. The first record of the Golden Plover was 
of a single bird, Aug 17, at Braddock's (G. 0. 5.). A maximum of 84 occurred Sep 
30 west of Braddock's (Listman) and 15 were at Salmon Creek Oct 7 (Listmon, 
Brawn). The first Black-bellied Plover was seen Aug 3 at  Broddoclc's (Tanghe). 
29 Cornrlon Snipe were observed Nov 23 at Salmon Creek (G. 0. S.). A Whimbrel 
was seen Sep 1 at  Braddoclc's (Dabson, Vollc). Two Greater Yellowlegs were seen 
Nov 15 at  Salmon Creelc (Listman) and one Lesser Yellowlegs was seen in the same 
place Nov 16 (Dobson). Ten Knots were seen Aug 3 1 at Braddock's (Burroughs. 
Audubon Hike), and two Pectoral Sandpipers and 12 Dunlin were seen Nov 11 at 
Salmon Creek (Brawn, Listman). 20 White-rumped Sandpipers were seen Aug 30 
at Braddock's (Listman, O'Hara, Starling). Two Baird's Sandpipers were at Brad- 
dock's Aug 30, three at  Salman Creek Sep 25 (Listman), and a very late bird at 
Sulmon Creelc Oct 26 (G. 0. S.). A very late Least Sandpiper was seen Nov 15 
at Salmon Creek (Listman). 20 Short-billed Dowitchers were seen Aug 17 at Brad- 
dock's (G. 0. s.), 25 at  Northrup Creek Sep 14 (Dobson), and one Nov 9 at  Salmon 
Creelc (Listman). A typical Long-billed Dowitcher was seen Oct 4 at  Long Pond 
(Kemnitzer, Listmon). 12 S t i l t  Sandpipers were seen along the west lake shore 
Aug 31 (Listman, Mcl<inney), 8 a t  Northrup Creek Oct 5 (Dobson, Tanghe), and 
very late bird Nov 8 at  Salmon Creek (Starling). Four Western Sandpipers were seen 
Aug 31 at Braddack's (Listman, McKinney). A Hudsonian Godwit was seen at 
Braddock's Sep 4 (Schaefer), two a t  Northrup Creelc Sep 14-27, one of these re- 
maining at least until Oct 5 (Dabson, Tanghe). The Wilson's Phalarope was recorded 
four times from three locations along the west lake shore from Aug 17-30. More 
than one bird may well have been present. A Northern Phalarope was seen Sep'6 at 
Shore Acres and Sep 17 at Northrup Creek. The only Glaucous Gull far the period 
was one a t  Braddock's Nov 1 1 (Listman, Brown). Six Forster's Terns were seen 
Aug 30 at  Braddoclc's (O'Hara et al), 8 were seen at Charlotte Oct 4 (Kemnitzer, 
Listmon), and a very late bird at  Webster Parlc Nov 27 (Kemnitzer). 

Three Great Horned Owls were heard at Mendon Ponds Oct 25 (Whites) and the 
first Snowy Owl of the year was seen at  Summerviile Nav 23 (Dabson). 

Swifts- Shrikes: The Pileated Woodpecker was seen twice during Sep, and 
three times during Oct, near Avon (Haller). Another was seen on the east side of 
Irondequoit Bay Nov 14 (Listman). Ten Red-bellied Woodpeckers were seen Oct 1 
near Avon (Haller), and ten Red-headed Woodpeckers were seen in the same area 
Oct 15 by the same observer. A Yellow-bellied Sopsucker was seen Nov 21 or 
Bushneli's Basin (Doltins). Neither the Black-backed nor the Northern Three-toed 
Woodpecker has been seen this year, although there are plenty of dead elms on 
which they fed during their last invasion. TWO Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were seen 
along the west lake share Sep 1 (Schaefer, Filor, Listman), and two more were seen 
Sep 15 at  Avon (Haller). A late Wacd Pewee was seen Oct 3 at Avon (Holler). 
The only fall record of the Olive-sided Flycatcher was of one bird Sep 1 at the 
BAWS (McKinney). Two Cliff Swallows were at  Manitou Aug 16 (Starling, Miller), 
and one at Buck Pond Sep 22 (Listman), Ten Red-breasted Nuthatches were counted 
in Durund-Eastman Park Nav 23 (G. 0. S.). 18 Winter Wrens were reported Sep 
28 in Island Cottage woods (Dobson). 30 Robins were still in Durand-Eastman 
Parlc Nav 22 (Starling Brummer). Gray-cheeked Thrushes seemed common this 
fall, 12 being reported Sep 16 at Manitou (Listman), and ten being seen at  lslond 
Cottage Oct 4 (Dobson). Only two reports of Bluebirds were received during the 
period, one of three birds Aug 23 at  Letchwarth Park (Zeitler) and a single bird 
Oct 25 at  BAWS (Mitchell). A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was observed Sept 16 at 
Manitou (Listman). This bird is very uncommon in this a k a  after the nesting 
season. One Bohemian Waxwing was seen in  company with Cedar Waxwings in 
Durand Nov 29 (Starling, Miller). Northern Shrikes have been uncommon this year, 
the first report being of one bird Oct 24 at Hamlin State Parlc (Listman). 

Vireos-Sparrows: A Solitary Vireo was seen on the very early date of Aug 
16 at  Avon (Holler), ond a Philadelphia Vireo was seen Sep 6 in Genesee Valley 
Park (Schmanlte). A Brewster's Warbler was carefully observed Aug 21 on Clover 
Street, southeast of Rochester (Whites). An Orange-crowned Warbler was seen 
in Island Cottage Woods Oct 4 (Listman), and the same observer saw another of this 
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species at  Manitou Oct 6. Three Parula Warblers were seen Sep 6 in Genesee 
Valley Parlc (Schmanlce). Numbers of Myrtle Warblers were still present in Durand 
in the late Nov, twelve being seen on the 2 2  (Starling), and 8 on the 23 (G. 0. S.). 
A very late dote for the Block-throated Green Warbler was Oct 28 a t  Highland 
park (Starling). TWO Pine Warblers were seen at  Highland Parlc Sep 1 (Starling), 
four at Avon Sep 8 (Holler), and one a t  Genesee Valley Pork Sep 28 (Schmanke). 
A Connecticut Warbler was seen a t  Island Cottage Woods Sep 30  (Listman). A 
late Redstart was seen Sep 19 a t  Island Cottage Woods (Dobson). A pair of Cardi- 
nals was observed feeding young out o f  the nest Oct 4 a t  Avon (Hailer). A Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak was seen Oct 4 in  the Island Cottage woods (Icemnitzer and List- 

13 Purple Finches were seen a t  Durand Nov 2 2  (Starling and Brunner). 
150 Pine Sislcins were seen moving along the lake share a t  Durand on Nav 8 and 
40 were seen in  Durand Nov 2 2  (Starling and Brummer). One White-winged 
Crossbill was seen Nov I6 i n  Durand (Rising and Oarsman). The only Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow of the year was a bird seen in  o small marsh in  Brighton on Nov 2 (Starling). 
200 Slate-collored Juncos were seen i n  Highlond Parlc Oct 28 (Starling). 12 White- 
throated Sparrows were still in Durand Nov 2 9  (Starling, O'Hara, Miller). Single 
Lincoln's Sparrows were seen Sep 29 and Oct 4 and 6 along the west lake shore 
(Kemnitzer and Listman). Three Lapland Longspurs were seen near Webster Nov 
24 (Listman). The maximum number of Snow Buntings reported this fai l  was 1000 
birds in several floclcs moving past Hamlin State Parlc Nov 8 (Dabson). 

61 Richl~~ml St., I10c1tester 0 

REGION 3 - FlNGEK LtZICES 
SALLY F. ~ I O Y T  

The weather for thc i:cporting period was generally cool, cloucly a i d  wet. 
Rainfall continuecl above normal, temperatures below normal. T h e  end of 
November saw the arrival of the first general snows and vcry cold weather. 
Lakes wcrc high, culting clown on sho~~ebitcls 'because of lack of mucKlats. 

A foggy with light rains, from September 16 to 19, produced, or 
I~erl~aps just made for eviclent, a very heavy migration, particularly of 
Thrushes cluring the nights. T h e  night of Sept. 16-17 was most note- 
worthy for this. 

This fall, i n  contrast to last, wilcl I.'oocl seems abunclant. 
Loons- Ducks: No reports of Red-throated Loons this fall. The latest report 

of a Common Egret was Sept 14 a t  Montezuma (J.  Walker). American Bitterns 
were scarcer around Ithaca, and neither this species nor the Least Bittern was 
reported from Keulta this fall. A Whistling Swan spent several days a t  Montezuma 
Refuge around Nov 10. A floclc of 8 or 10 dropped in on a pond n. of Waterloo 
about the same time, and i t  is understood that one was shot. 

Southward bound Canada Geese seemed part ic~l iar ly numero~~s and conspicuo~~s 
this fall. A. Robins011 reports a large floclc on Seneca Lake on Oct 20. Dave 
Allen indlicated that  flocks he saw aver lthoca on November 18 were as big 
as any a l l  fall. Brant again were reported on Cayuga, and there were 8 a t  the 
south end of Seneca Lake on Oct 17 (Robinson). A flock of Snow Geese was seen 
over Dryden an Nov 1 (P. I<elsey) and approximately 75 of them were reported from 
Cayuga Lake, and fields south of the Lake, from Nov 16-21. I t  was one of the 
first times in  the memories of area residents that  numbers of the Snows rested here 
in fall, 'There were 3 Blue Geese with about 150 Conadas an the display pond 
at Montezuma for a period of time. 

The dabbling duclcs seemed scarce this fa i l  to several observers, except for 
Boldpates a t  Montezuma. For example, there was just one report of Pintails on 
Keulca (F. Guthrie) and none of Green-winged Teals, and Wood Duclcs were also 
scarce. A flock of 150-200 Mallards and Bloclcs and over 60 Wood Duclcs paid 
doily visits to the Sapsucker Woods pond and feeding station In Oct and Nov, and 
included one Baldpate-Mallard hybrid, photographed by A. A. Allen. A few 
Shovellers appeared on Punch Bowl Lake a t  Watlcins Glen Oct 30  (A. Robinson). 

Refuge Manager Morse reports that  a t  Montezuma Refuge, mast of the common 
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