
*ease, 
week 
ntoils 
200; 
rlcan 

bwk 
~t by 
neva 
be a 

the 

One 
veen 
ears 

Sept 
vere 
new 
orts 

late 
ling 

er). 
the 

?en 
wo 
rst 

Jer 
ier 
?rs 
1s. 
ng 
no 
3h 

at 
in 
lh 
,h 
ld 
lt 
n 

I. 
h 
li 
t 
v 
j 

1 

1 

I 

seen. near Ithoca, but  no other locations mention them. A male Towhee appeared 
a t  the Atwood feeder the first of December, in  Avoco. 

white-throated Sparrows arrived in  fairly good floclts in lthoco area on Oct 8 
(A, C. Lane) but  in general these and White-crowns were down in numbers through- 
out the Region, ond White-crowns did not appear a t  the Sapsucker Woods feeder as 
in other years. Fox Sparrows were scarce or missing. 3 Snow Buntings were seen 

the dike a t  Montezumo Oct 2 2  (G. deforest) and there have been reports since 
of small flocks in  the Cayuga Basin. 

Laborwtorjl of Ornithology, Cornell University, Ithac~l 

REGION 4 - SUSQUEHANNA 
LESLIE E. B E M ~ N T  

The latter half of August was very normal, weatherwise, but Sqternbel. 
was decicledly wet with the temperature showing a great deal of day-to-day 
~wiation but averaging about normal. October brought the first widespread 
killing frost the ~norning of the 6th. During an eight clay period, from the 
2211d to the 29t11, it rained or snowed every day. T h e  first snow fell Ocr. 25 
but it was only a trace. Novelnber was rather wet ancl slightly warm on the 
average, but during the last three,ways of the month we got our first goocl 
taste of winter with up to 5 inches of snow and sustaiixxl sub-freesing 
tempera tLIreS. 

Fruit and seccl crops were generally excellent throughout the region. 
Thornapple, especially, was spectacular in the Bingllamton area. Mr. Wil- 
son, of Deposit, writes that this year produced the most abundant overall 
wild fruit and seed crop that he  has ever seen. 

Loons- Ducks: A Common Loon was found on o small lake near Unadilla 
Nov 8 (Wisner). Only one Common Egret was reported during the period and thot 
was seen wading in  the Susquehanna River near Johnson City during the last week of 
Aug (Dr. Stondfost). Two rather late Green Herons were at  Sherburne Oct 12 
(Whites). Black-crowned Night Herons appear to be rather scarce now. The only 
one reported during the period was a t  Sherburne Aug 21 (Whites). When their old 
nesting colony was disrupted by the beginning of construction of Harpur College 
Campus several years ago a t  least port of the colony moved into a small stand of 
trees about 1/2 mile away on the south bank of the S~lsquehanna River at  Wil low 
Paint, across f rom Johnson City. They ore now being deprived of thot site by the 
start of construction of the Binghomton sewage processing plant. 

An eorly floclc of Canada Geese was heard f lying over Binghomton Sep 1 1  
(Aton). From then unti l  Nov 18, when a floclc of over 250 was seen over Bing- 
harnton (R. Sheffield), unusually large numbers of them were noted. A flock of at  
least 62 Moliords and 13 Black Ducks was seen regularly on a small marsh next to a 
heavily travelled road near Endwell during the first half of September and hunters 
reported seeing quite o few Wood Ducks but the dabblers went pretty much un- 
observed otherwise. The divers seemed to have the split duck hunting season 
pretty well diagnosed because a mole Bufflehead a t  Chenango Volley State Park 
Nov 19 (Marsi, Linaberry), a Ruddy Duck a t  Norwich Nov 2 (Whites) and four 
Hooded Mergansers a t  Sherburne Oct 12  (Whites) were the only ones reported 
before the end o f  the period. 

Hawks-Owls: As usual few hawks were reporred. A Broad-winged Hawk 
Aug 16 between Johnson City and Endweil (Bemont) bnd four Ospreys, the first 
Oct 1 1  a t  Maine in Broome Co. (Beaver) and the last Oct 21 a t  Unadilla (Wisner), 
were the only certain migrants. The more reliable hunters report Ruffed Grouse 
to be quite plentiful. An immature Sora was seen at  Norwich Oct 7 (Whites). 
Killdeer were last seen at  Unadilla Nov 9 (Wisner). American Woodcock were in 
relatively good supply unti l  the last one was seen Oct 29 a t  Union Center, nor of 
Endicott (Leslie). The earliest Common Snipe reported was at  Sherburne Aug 31 
and the last a t  Norwich Nov 15 (Whites). A Greater Yellowlegs a t  Sherburne Oct 
12 (Whites) was our last and two Pectoral Sondpipers at  the same place a t  the same 
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time were the only ones reported. Three Least Sandpipers a t  the South Otselic 
Fish Hatchery Aug 17 and one a t  Sherburne Sep 14 were our first and last resoecti~el~ 
(Whites). A Semipolmated Sandpiper a t  Wil low Point Aug 24 (M. Sheffield, 
Ohrberg) was the only one reported. Shorebirds always put on a rother poor show 
in  the region because available mud flats and beaches are in small patches so there 
is l i t t le chance for concentrotions to form. Two Upland Plover were found a t  Broome , 
Co. Airport Oct 12 (Sheffields). but when the spot was rechecked obout a week 
later there was none there. A Common Tern, an infrequently reported species in 1 

the region, wos a t  Norwich Sep 19 (Whites). 
Goatsuckers - Si~rikes: No Nighthawks were reported after Sep 8 and no 

Chimney Swifts after Aug 24. Two Yellow-shafted Flickers were sti l l  a t  Chenongo 
Valley State Pork Nov 28 (Sheffields). During November, especially the lotper 
part of the month, there was o mi ld f lurry of Pileated Woodpecker reports from 
various ports of the region. Only two Yellow-bellied Sapsucker reports: one on the 
south side of Binghamton Oct 2 (H. Marsi, H. Hock) and one a t  Choronut Center 1 
Oct 4 (Sheffields). N o  Kingbirds after Auri 2 4  but a Great Crested Flycatcher was 
still a t  Norwich Sep 12 (Whites). Oct 12  saw the lost Phoebes: one at  Mais  1 
(Beaver) and one a t  Choconut Center (Bemorit). "Lots" of Empidonax Flycatchers 
were seen on the south side of Binghamton Seo 2 2  (1-1. Marsi). One a t  Whitnq 1 
Point Oct 11 (Beaver) and another at  Choconut Center Oct -2 (M. Sheffield, Bemont! ' 

were both late records. Our last Wood Pewee was at  Choconut Center Sep 27. 
An Olive-sided Flycatcher was a t  Norwich Aug 17 (Whiles) and another was at 
Choconut Center Aug 26 (Sheffields). 

A Tufted Titmouse seen a t  Maine Sep 13 (Beaver) represents a new location, 
Another one was a t  Deposit Oct 1 (Wilson). There were only three Red-breasted 
Nuthatch reports: one a t  Sherburne Sep 14 (Whites), one neor Cooperstown Nov 16 1 
(Whites) and two a t  Chenango Valley Stote Park Nov 28 (Sheffields). The first 
Brown Creeper was a t  Choconut Center Oct 25 (Sheffields). They have been more ) 
common than usual in the Triple Cities area since then but have gone ~~nreported 
in  the rest o f  the region. N o  House Wrens were reported after Sep 29 and the 
first o f  several Winter Wren reports came Oct 11 north of Binghomton (M. Sheffield, 
Potts). Still no Carolina Wren reports. A Short-billed Marsh Wren was singing at 
Sherburnh Aug 17 (Whites). 

A Catbird a t  Choconut Center Oct 1 2  and o Brown Thrasher a t  the some place 
Oct 18 (Sheffields, Bemont) were both our last. Robins could sti l l  be seen in large ! 
floclts, especially in  thornapple thickets, unti l  Nov 9. Since then there have been ' 
only scattered reports, the latest one so far from Bainbridge Nov 27 (E. J. Smith). 
Two late Hermit Thrushes were a t  Chenango Volley Stote Park Nov 2 8  (Sheffields) 
and our last Veery was seen a t  Choconut Center Oct 5 (Sheffields). The number of 
migrating Bluebirds noted during October was appreciably lower than normal, but 
was pleasantly higher than one might expect with the number present during the 
breeding season in mind. The losl one was a t  Unadillo Nov 9 (Wisner). Galden- 
crowned I<inglets were f irst noted a t  Roundtop in Endicott Oct 11 (Bemont) and 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets a t  Choconut Center Sep 28 (Sheffields). 6ot.h species were 
common in the Triple Cities area, especially the latter. A Ruby-crown was still at 
Chenango Valley State Park Nov 28 (Sheffields). A small floclc of Water Pipits 
seen near St, John's Pond, north of Binghamton, Oct 1 1  (Sheffields) were the only 
ones renorted. Cedar Waxwinas seemed more common than usual i n  the Triple 
Cities area a l l  during the period. Our f irst Northern Shrike was near Choconut 

I 

Center Nov 2 2  (M. Sheffield). 
Vireos - Warblers: Red-eyed Vireos were here unti l  Oct 2 when one was seen 

on the south side of Binghamton (H. Marsi, H. Hoclc). A Tennessce Warbler Sep 
28 and a few Nashvilles Sep 27, all a t  Choconut Center were our latest (Sheffields, 
Bemont). Magnolia, Myrtle and Block-throated Grzens were the only warblers 
reported a t  a l l  commonly during the migration period. Magnolias were first found 
Sep 2 0  near Endwell (Bemont) and were last seen Oct 13 north of Binghamton 
(Beaver). Myrtles - from Oct 2 a t  Norwich (Whites) to Oct 2 7  north of Bing- 
hamton (Beaver) and Black-throated Greens - from Aug 3 0  at  Maine (Beaver) 

! 
to  Oct 12 near Choconut Center (Sheffields). A Boy-breasted Warbler was found 
near Choconut Center Sep 27 (M. Sheffield). Two Yellow Palm Warblers were re- 
ported ,one a t  Binghamton Oct 1 (H. Marsi) and one a t  Norwich Oct 2 7  (Whites). 
A late Yellowthroat was a t  Choconut Center Oct 2 6  (Bemont). Three Wilson's 
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warblers were found near Endwell Sep 10 (Linaberry) and our lost ~ a n a d a " ~ a r b l e r  
was near Binghamton Sep 27 (R. Hock). N o  more Redstarts were reported after a 
lwove' was noted near Binghamton Sep 22 (H. Marsi). 

Blackbirds - Sparrows: A floclc of over 150 Meadowlarks was seen between 
Binghamt0n and Whitney Point Oct 2 6  (Leonard). 30  or so Red-winged Blacltbirds 
~~v 8 were the last noted in any numbers but there were later reports of scattered 
individuals. Three of them were coming to a feeder in Unodillo a t  the end of 
November (Wisner). Baltimore Orioles were gone after Aug 24. 

Evening Grosbeaks were first seen a t  Unodilla Nav 13 (Wisner). They have also 
been seen a t  Deposit (Wilson), Johnson City (Austin), Sidney (E. J. Smith) and around 
Oneonto (New). Numbers have been small, and nowhere hove they been seen 

None has been reported a t  feeders so far. Several small flocks of Pine 
Siskins have been reported from Oxford during the month of November (Stratton) 

on Nov 16 o flock of 30 was seen near Cooperstown (Whites). Goldfinches 
hove been quite abundant right through November oround the Triple Cities, at  
Deposit (Wilson) and around Oneonta (New). Rufous-sided Towhees seemed plentiful 
at Bainbridge (E. J. Smith) and around the Triple Cities. They were lost seen in the 
latter area Nov 6 (Sheffields). There were more than the usual number of Vesper 
Sparrows reported, the lost ones a small floclc near Chacon~~t  Center Nov 1 (Shef- 
fields). Slate-colared Juncoes started appearing in numbers about Oct 16, but 
no Tree Sparrows were reported unti l  Nov 2. White-crowned Sparrows were seen 
first Oct 10 and last Nov 1 ,  both times near Choconut Center (Sheffields). They 
were quite common there and a t  Norwich and Sherburne (Whites) and a t  Boinbridge 
(E. J. Smith). White-throated Sparrows were reported first near Binghamton Sep 
27 (R. Hock) and were lost seen a t  Bainbridge Nov 18 (E. J. Smith). On Oct 21 
several were heard singing a t  Choconut Center (Sheffields, Bemant). There were 
several reports of Fox Sparrows: three Oct 18 a t  Choconut Center (Bemont), six 
Oct 25 a t  Maine (Beaver), one Oct 3 0  a t  Bainbridge (E.  J. Smith), one Nov 2 near 
Binghamton (Marsis) and several a t  Unadilla Nov 8 (Wisner). 

710 Univcrsi.i;y h e . ,  En.dzvel1 

REGlON 5 - ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 

Augus~ clisplayccl no sharp variations from the expected values wcathcr- 
wise. Sep, however, had precipitation 60% above the normal and less thal.1 
50% of the anticipated sunshine, a series of E and N E  winds, clo~~cly 
evenings, and foggy ~iights Sep 16-19 sinall "tower" kills at Syra- 
cuse and Rome (see Warblers). Oct was cool with precipitation and sun- 
shine near normal; a cold snap with NW winds on Oct 11-12 produced a 
panregionnl Canacla Goose migration, widely noted. Constant wet weather 
bctwccn Oct 22 and 29 was followecl by a massive exodus of later inigrmts, 
especially sparrows and blacltbi~ds, said exodus being hastened by hard 
frosts on Nov 1-2; this exodus usually occurs about ten days latcr. Nov 
28-30 brought eight inches of snow and icing of sillall ponds and inarshes 
with atteildnn~ drops in half-hardies and dabbling cluclts. 

Major features of the fall migration were 1) superb numbers of mi- 
grating geese (Oct l l  - Nov 30), dabbling duclts, and spi~rrows (Sep 27- 
Nov 2), 2) exccllcnt shorebirding until mid-Scp (scc Shorebircl Count), and 
3) good fall warblcr wavcs (noted t\ug 30 and Sep 5, 8, 13-14, 17, 27-28, 
most coinciding with day-earlier NW winds). Negatively the season has 
seen the poorcst diving duck migration cvcr recorded hcrc, very poor counts 
OF loons and grebes, and low numbers of migrant flycatchers, wrens, and 
hawlts. Though m o s ~  migrants dcpntecl on time or cvcn early, some few 
indivicluals lingered striltingly late (see Warblers); conversely some winter 
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