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Strcallls are frozctl over as we the inland ponds a n d  lakes, thereby h c i n g  
the waterfowl to the broad waters OF Laltc Champlain. This has hccn a 
],()on to t'he waterfowlers, with the new dl~clc sexon extending to J a n u q ~  
8th. Due to thc frigid conclitions, howcwr, no great slnughtcr is anticipated. 

Loons- Ducks: Common Loons were seen a t  Lake Champloin frcm Wills- 
bore to Rouse's Point but  not in  any appreciable numbers. The species was also 
reported from Tupper Lolte, Sep 14 (Amstutz). Mallard, Block Duck, White-winged 
Scoter, Surf Scoter and American Scoter were seen on Lalte Chomploin, the first 
time all three species have been observed by this reporter. American Goldeneye, 
~"fflehead, a few Scaup, and many Old Squaw were observed during this period, 
N~ Snow Geese were reported from this area, olthaugh there were good flights of 
cOnodo Geese and a few Blue Geese were seen. 

Hawks-Owls: There has been no report of hawk activity, except for an 
occasional Sparrow Hawk perched on the wires along the roads. A Saw-whet Owl 
was seen on the Peru-Keeseville Road (Route 22) on Dec. 1 .  

Goatsuckers - Shrikes: Pileated, Hairy, Downy and Red-headed Woodpsclters 
were seen near Keeseville, while a t  Tupper Lalte there was o lorge movement of 
Flickers on Sep 4. A nest of the Black-backed Woodpecker was found a t  Tupper 
Lake, which tends to show the generol increase of this species since i t  was first 
reported in  this area, two years ago, as being fairly common in the denser wooded 
oreas. Horned Larks are still about a t  this writing a t  Keeseville, while the last 
one seen o t  Tupper Lake woj Nov 16. A lorge flock of Water Pipits wos noted 
at Tupper Lolce on Nov 1 (Amstutz). 

Vireos- Warblers: A t  Keeseville there was no perceptible warbler movement, 
but ot Tupper Lalte Miss Amstutz reports "A confusing array of fol l  warblers". 
Among those identified and reported were Nashville, Black-throated Blue, and Red- 
start. I t  appears that the warbler movement occurred farther to the west than 
~isuol, and D i n  an orea that needs more observers because of its remoteness and 
vastness. I n  fact, were i t  not for Miss Amstutz and Dr. IKingsbury, we would not 
hove reports from there a t  all. The warbler wave was of short duration, lasting 
only from Aug 16 to Sep 20. The peak days were Aug 16 and Sep 1 .  

Blackbirds - Sparrows: Many blackbirds stayed in the Keeseville orea unti l  
early Nov, feeding a t  or near the marshes. Among the species noted were Redwing, 
Grackle, Cowbird and Rusty Blackbird. Sporrows were obout unti l  the snows came, 
and in greot variety. Song, Vesper, Sovonnoh, Grosshopper, White-crowned and 
White-throoted were included. Meadowlorlts are still around I<eeseville a t  this 
time. The early snows are indicative of horsh weather to the north of us, and 
promise an excellent opport~inity for observotion of boreol species. Alreody Miss 
Amstutz reports White-winged Crossbills, in  increasing numbers from Aug 9 to 
dote, as well as Pine Grosbealts. A t  Keeseville we have had many Grosbeaks and 
now and then a Pine Sisltin. Other winter residents, Blue Jays, Chickadees, Juncos 
and Brown Creepers are in  great numbers. In spite of adverse weather conditions, 
we continue to have the olways sought-for new record, sometimes brought to ,pur 
attention too late for the current reporting but better late than never; this time, on 
authentic record" of a Cardinal near Ampersand Pond (Amstutz). 

NOTE T O  REGION 7 OBSERVERS: As of this date, Miss Agnes Amstutz, 
Tupper Lalte, N. Y., will toke over the reporting for this region unti l  June 1, 1959. 
I will be in  Florida continuing my studies as rr,edical technicion. See you oll next year. 

Keescvillc, Ncw Jrorlz 

REGION 8 - MOI-TAW< - I-JUIXON 
BROTI-IER E. AUSTIN, F. S. C. 

T h c  fall scason in t11c Mohawk-I-Iuclsnn area was vcl-y close to nors~lal 
save for an impressive 3.64 inch rainfall in October. T h e  autumnal migra- 
tion is usually less well observed and documented then the inorc slxctaculc?r 
spring flights and this ycw proved no exception. T h e  migration rccorcls 
were rathcr arcrage wit11 the shorebilds which arc never really abui~clant in 
the Mohawk area, and with regard lo thc cluclcs. There were, however, 
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n~onlents of cxciteinent in thc inicldle of: No~rembc~. with large l.lulllbers botl, 
of Canada and Snow Geese on the wing and with at othel: tillles the dis- 
covery of a Raven, an Oregon Junco, and an immature Little Blue Heron, 
Otherwise the migration followecl its regular pattcrn despite a scarcity ill 
some species. 

Loons - Ducks: The first record of the Common Loon in  its southern passage 
dates f rom Oct 7 and from thot time they were frequently reported especially from 
Saratoga Lake. The Pied-billed Grebe was noted on Ssp 4 (Hallenbeck) and the 
Horned Grebe on the 25th of the same month. The Snowy Egret did not appear 
a t  a l l  during the period but the Stoner Bird Tr ip along the Hudson River did turn 
up 15 Common Egrets on Sep 13 and there were other observations of this species 
unti l  the 25th. A n  immature Litt le Blue Heron appeared on Aug 31 at the 
same small pond near Mohawk View made famous by last year's Cattle Egret. -rhiS 
was the first local record of this species since Aug 1956 when one was a t  Waterv[iet 
Keservoir. There was o surprising number of Conada Geese in  the area during 
Oct. Bartlett reported 100 on the 16th a t  Jenny Lake and two days later there were 
75 a t  Lock 8 on the Mohawk River; a group of 23 were a t  the Tomhannock Reser- 
voir on the 18-19th (Kaskan) and the Alan Devoe Bird Club recorded several flacks 
flying on the 12th. But the big days for the Canada Geese and for Snow Geese as 
well were November 16-18 when Canadas in  flocks of 20-200 flew aver. The 
total individuals may have run into the thousands. More unusuol for this area, 
Snow Geese were observed in f l ight formation over Albany (Thomas) and Burnt Hills 
(Faate) in  groups of from 5 0  to 300. However the duck migration in  generol was 
not overly impressive. I t  is true thot Green-winged Teal ond Hooded Mergansers 
were noted more commonly thon is usual, but  there were but two reports of Pintails 
and Redheads and only one of the White-winged and Common Scoters - this at 
Saratoga Lake on October 3 0  (Hallenbeck). The lost date for the Wood Duck was 
Oct 12. The Canvasbacks and Lesser Scaup, both regular migronts, gppeared on 
Nov 16 (Schenectady Bird Club), but the Ring-necked Duck was missed completely. 

Hawks - Owls: There were several Turkey Vultures a t  Red Rock and at 
Livingstone on Sep 12 and 16 (Alan Devoe Bird Club). A Rough-legged Hawk was 
seen on Nov 9 (Schenectody Bird Club) and the Red-shouldered seemed fairly 
abundant; there was a scarcity of reports regarding the other hawks; only one 
Sharp-shinned was recorded during the period and there were no Bald Eagles. Sev- 
eral grouse were seen and the Nassau area turned up 1 1  Bobwhite on Nov 2 and 
20 more later in  the month (Shineman). By August 17 a few fol l  shorebird; 
Were appearing. Recorded that day a t  Watervliet Reservoir were ten Killdeer, four 
Common Snipe, three Spotted and one Solitary Sondpiper, and two Lesser Yellowlegs 
(SBC). A t  Coal Packet on August 28 the following shorebirds were seen: several 
Killdeer, two Solitaries, two Greater Yellowlegs, f ive Lesser Yellowlegs, and two 
Least Sandpipers. During the last week of Aug a Woodcock was captured by' 
dogs a t  Burnt Hills. The bird was successfully rescued and liberated after a re- 
cuperative period (Foote). There were a few Semipalmated Sandpipers at Tom- 
hannock Reservoir in the first week of September and o Dowitcher a t  the same 
locotion on October 18 (Austin). A Pectoral Sandpiper was present a t  Crescent 
Reservoir on the l o t h  of Sep (Merritt). N o  Great Block-backed Gulls were re- 
ported during the period. Both Cuckoos seemed fairly common during Sep; the 
last date for the Black-billed was Oct 10. Both Screech and Great Horned Owls 
were recorded regularly and o Barn Owl was seen a t  close range on Sep 10 when 
the bird was temporarily blinded by the lights of a bus (Austin). A Borred Owl 
was a t  Jenny Lake i n  the second week i n  October (Bortlett). 

Goatsuckers - Shrikes: Several small groups of Nighthawks were seen late in 
Aug and in  the early part of Sep over Schenectody. There was o good record of a 
male Whip-poor-will seen a t  Burnt Hills on Sep 8 (Foote). The last date for the 
Chimney Swift was Sep 23 (Radke). Observations of the Pileoted Woodpecker 
seem to  be increasing both in number and in  range; reports of this interesting species 
are almost commonplace. Two Tllfted Titmice were present a t  a feeder near 
Bollston Lake on Nov 2 0  and 2 9  (Silliman). There were no Carolina Wrens re- 
ported during the period even though i t  has bred a t  Collins Lake for the last two 
or three years. Bluebirds and more particularly, Robins were obundont in  the area, 
often in flocks of considerable size. At. Ghent Water Pipits were present in a fair 
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flock unt i l  Nov 8 (Erlenbach). A t  Jenny Lake o Common Raven was clearly 
~een on Oct 9 both on 0 dock and in  f l ight (Bartlett). Two shrikes were reported 
during the period, a Loggerhead on September 25 (Hallenbeck) and a Northern at  
~ ~ t t l e ' s  Marsh in Kinderhook on Nov 8 (ADBC). 

Vireos- Sparrows: The vireos seemed scarce generally; the latest dote was 
of a Solitary on Oct 10. The warbler migration was spotty; there were small waves 
late in Sep and continuing unti l  the 12th of Oct, the last date of consequence. The 
Myrtle was practically the only exception to stay beyond this date. A Baltimore 
Oriole was seen as late os November 29 (French) in  Loudonville and the Common 
Grackle unti l  the 17th of the some month (Van Vorst). The Cardinal continued 
,teodily to increase in range in  this area and several young have been seen at  
feeders. There was an interesting report (Turner) of an  adult Oregon Junco at  
~assau from Nov 1 1-15; the bird was bonded there. 

Box 174. Trov 

REGION 9 - DELAWARE - I-IUDSON 

August, September a i d  October were not too far from normal wit11 tem- 
perature and rainfall averages. T h e  first prolongecl storm period occurrecl 
during the last week in October, with snow being aclded to the trencl of 
cooling changes. Over much OF the region snow fell on the 26 to depths 
varying horn a trace to as much as 22 inches in some parts of the higher 
Catsltills. I t  looked as though winter had an early malting but following 
this most of Novenlber was stable enough to be almost pleasant. The first 
real cold hit on the last two days of November. 

Opinions differed as to how good the migration was in our region but in 
a final analysis it was probably close to normal. Tt seems likely that the 
scarcity of certain birds reportecl in some sections was hinged to the fluctua- 
tion of bird movements that often occur during migration. The  northern 
finches were slow in coming and were not reported as numerous. Along 
with the usual a few exciting finds were cliscoverecl during the season. The 
seed crop in general was considerably better than last year. 

Loons- Ducks: On Sep 19 Martha Eorl discovered a Little Blue Heron near 
Blooming Grave, Orange Co., ond last sow i t  on Sep 28. No one would ever dream 
of finding on  Ibis in  the Cotskill Mountains, of a l l  places, but i t  has been done. 
Up in the headwaters of the Esopus Creek near Slide Mountain on Aug 17 Jeanette 
Dunn ond party found a Wood Ibis. The bird was not too wild so both photogrophs 
and motion pictures were token of it. Identity wos confirmed by Henry and llse 
Dunbar and Dr. Robert Pyle. A second Rocklond Co. record for the Whistling Swan 
was made by Eugene Brown and Joseph Rotoli by the finding of one near Hook 
Mt., Nyock. I t  stayed about the area from Sep 9 to the 18th. No Snow Geese 
were reported from the upper port of the region but two large flocks were, how- 
ever, spotted over Stony Point, Rockland on Nov 16 (RAS). Four Green-winged 
Teal were found a t  the \Tri Loba Hi l l  sanctuary, Westchester, on Oct 5 (Stan 
Grierson). Also a t  the Tr i  Loba Hi l l  sanctuary about ninety Wood Ducks were 
counted by Ruth and Stanley Grlerson on Sep 1 .  Most of these ducks remained 
until Nov 15. Both White-winged and American Scoters were seen i n  small num- 
bers on the Merriman dam in Ulster Sounty on Oct 27 ond 28 by Chandler Young. 
A first Ulster Co. record for the surf Scoter was made on Oct 7 by A l  Feldmon who 
discovered one on the Ashokan Res. In general, migront woter f~wl  seemed to  be 
about in normal numbers. 

Hawks- Owls: Most hawk reports indicated a poor f l ight olthough this may 
not have been the octual case since coverage was quite incomplete. Brood-winged 
Hawks were flying over northern Westchester Co. on Sep 13 (Mildred Kurka, R. & 
S. Grierson) and a fair f l ight  was seen passing over Stone Ridge, Ulster on Sep I5 
(F. Hough). A Purple Gallinule was seen o t  Congers Loke, Rockland on Aug 30 
(Morton Isler) and apparently stayed unti l  Sep 17 (Dr, Marjorie Hopper). M r .  ond 

The Kingbird 129 




