The Hawk Owl is considered.a rare and irregular late fall and winter visitor in
New York State, most reports coming from the northern and central counties. The
only other recent record for the state that has come to my attention is a bird seen
in g%r;toga County on December 20, 1955 (Audubon Field Notes), Vol. 10, No. 3,
p. .

Due to its diurnal habits and fondness for opeh country the Hawk Owl lends
itself to easy observation. The paucity of recent records for the state suggests that
it may be the rarest of the northern owls which penetrate our borders during cold
weather. — John B. Belknap, 92 Clinton Street, Gouverneur. ’

A Note on the Roosting Behavior -of the Brown Creeper — The Brown Creeper is
a rather common winter bird in the wooded areas of western New York. On January
31, 1959, four to six creepers were observed feeding in a mixed hemlock-deciduous
woodland in Wilson Cemetery bordering the southern shore of Lake Ontario, Niagara
County. They were observed in company with Golden-crowned Kinglets for nearly
an hour in late afternoon by a party consisting of Miss M. Edna Blowers, Mr. Arthur
R. Clark, Mr. Anthony Krayna and the writer.

LAt 4:05 P. M. (EST), while we were standing near an abandoned house on the
edge of the woodland, a creeper flew past us and landed on the shingles which
covered the house. Upon further investigation we saw that the creeper had moved
upward to a corner made by two walls directly under the eaves. The bird used its
tail as a prop while the bill rested on a painted board about one-fourth inch higher
than the shingled surface. The paint on this board was chipped off in the area
where the bill was placed, thus indicating the possibility that this exact roost was
used on previous occasions. ) )

Further inspection of this roosting area revealed no additional creepers. How-
ever, at 4:25 P. M. (EST), a second creeper landed on the shingled surface on the
opposite side of the house. This bird proceeded to move upward and take a position
similar to that of the first bird in the opposite corner of the house. - The body of the
second bird rested on a mud wasps’ nest.

No further activity was noted and our presence within four feet was completely
ignored by both birds. The light intensity was considerably lower under the eaves
than in the surrounding open woodland when the birds first came into these roostirg
areas. Both roosting places were well sheltered from a steady north-northwest wind.
(Editor’s note — On June 24, 1950 | observed a Brown Creeper’s hiding place back
of a window shutter. The bird climbed up to the second floor level of a lodge that
was adjacent to pine woods. It moved up on the shingles until it reached a point
exactly half-way between two windows. Then it sidled toward the left one, where
the blind had been opened back against the house, and disappeared behind it). —
Richard C. Roscge, 48 Dartmouth Avenue, Buffalo 15.

The Behavior Pattern of some Ruffed Grouse chicks in captivity (Part ) — It is
now pertinent to remark about the sequence of moulting from the juvenile form to
the first year adult form. This is a somewhat slower procedure than in Pheasant
chicks of the same age. The body feathers arrive first, and they grow slowly while
the primary feathers of the wings develop fully. Then the “forest strewn-floor”
pattern that we have come to recognize comes into full bloom over the backs of the
birds. The breast feathers come in much lighter in color than in the juvenile stage.
Feathers begin to appear on the lower legs, and webbing on the toes becomes evident.

At age four months the birds were still relatively tame, and after some coaxing
they could be picked up and held. Their consumption of food was tremendous, indi-
cating a higher metabolism than a Pheasant would perhaps have. | make this com-
parison with Pheasants because | have raised many of them. The birds were kept in
a large enclosed area (the old Pheasant yard) where they had as companions two old
Canada Geese. After an intial period of resentment on the part of the Geese, the five
birds got along well. The food of the Grouse consisted of grasshoppers, worms,
varied insects, apples, wild grapes (fruits are taken to them), sweet corn on the cob,
and turkey mash in pellet form. They still did not seem to require much water,
even on the hottest and driest days. They were more prone to dusting than Pheasants -
in similar circumstances and delighted in stretching full length in a dust wallow in
the bright sun.

As | mentioned earlier the birds would, during the early part of their captivity,
run and hide and remain motionless for several minutes at the sound of our dog’s
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