FIELD NOTES

) Evening Grosbeak in Unusual Plumage — Among the Evening Grosbeaks taken
in my banding traps on Jan 13, 1959, was a bird with aspects of both male and
female plumages. On the breast, the division between the two plumages was so
distinct that it appeared as if a line had been drawn lengthwise through the bird.

The left half of the bird had the characteristic yellow breast, under tail coverts
and back of a male. The right half had the grayish-white coloration of a female.
There were spots on the upper tail coverts — yellow on the left, white on the right
side. The head was generally gray except for a faint yellow stripe over the left
eye and a whitish one was across the forehead — Eleanor Radke, Box 138, R. R. 1,
East Chatham. )

A partially albino Chickadee (continued) — The partially albino Chickadee re-
ported in the last issue of The Kingbird has been observed four times subsequently in
approximately the same location at Selkirk Shores State Park — on April 18 and
24 and May 10 and 16, 1959. It has been possible to study the bird much more
closely than when first seen on February 1, 1959. The eye was black, but the feet
and legs light-colored and the bill pinkish horn-colored with some blackish spots.
The flanks were light gray without any buff. The narrow fringe of black feathers
bordering the white throat formed a crescent, with the points coming up the sides of
the throat in a pattern similar to the blacker portion of a Mourning Warbler’s crepe.
The posterior aspect of the white crown was sparsely flecked with dark gray feathers,
of which there were more on the nape. The amount of white in the secondaries was
greater than normal. Basically, the albinism becomes increasingly subtle from head
to tail — the head largely white, the back and wings with more than average white
the tail apparently normal in color.

It is of interest to compare this Chickadee with the melanistic Chickadee skin
in the Cornell collection (collected by James Tanner in October 1933 near Butter-
milk Falls south of Ithaca) of which there is a painting by Albert Hochbaum at the
Sapsucker Woods Ornithology Laboratory, as this painting shows a bird melanistic
to approximately the same degree on the same parts of its anatomy where the Selkirk
bird was albinistic. Tanner’s Chickadee has black cheeks, and the black bib extends
perhaps somewhat farther ventrally than normal, so that the result is a black-hooded
bird, just the opposite of the white-hooded effect of the Selkirk Chickadee. For
the rest, the lthaca specimen’s body color is darker-than-normal gray, the reverse
of the whiter-than-normal color of the subject of this note.

Also worthy of mention is that the last time | saw the Selkirk Chickadee (May 16)
it was in the company of only one other, normally-colored, Black-capped Chickadee.
The albinistic bird responded to spishing consistently with the clear "’chick-a-dee-
dee-dee’’ call whereas the other bird gave only the hoarse ‘“conversational’’ chickady’’
notes — Margaret S. Rusk, 100 Stadium Place, Syracuse 10.

Checklist of New York State Birds — There is now available a preliminary
annotated checklist of New York State Birds. The authors of this 41-page publica-
tion are E. M. Reilly of the New York State Museum and K. C. Parkes of the
Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh.

) As Dr. Reilly pointed out at the Federation meeting in Watertown, it is impossible

for any two compilers to have access to all the facts. It is hoped that observers
will bring suggestions, additions, deletions, and other comments to the attention
of the authors. )

The publication costs twenty cents (to cover processing) and can be obtained
by writing the New York State Museum and Science Service, State Education De-
partment, Albany 1 — The Editor. :
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The spring migration was a confusing one at best; it is difficult to apply
any other term to observations on a state-wide basis. Birds scarce in one
area were commonly seen in others. The waterfowl migration seemed to be

T4 The Kingbird





