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Everyone will admit that there is a great deal of subjectivity in judging 
the general fruit crop over such a wide geographic and ecologic area as New 
York State. But from the reports obtained from the regional editors of all 
ten regions on the status of a representative group of trees and shrubs certain 
general conditions appear which may help to explain winter finch distri- 
bution, and perhaps attendant predators. It would be advisable to standardize 
a sampling procedure to judge fruit crops more accurately but this seems too 
far from fruition to attempt at this stage. 

The cone crop of the Adirondacks appears to be generally fair to good. 
Hemlock, the dominant conifer of the Allegheny Plateau, has generally 
a good crop. Carpinus (variously known as ironwood, blue beech, water 
beech) good seed all across the Plateau. No general statement 
seems warranted about the unpredictable American Beech. Wild Black 
Cherry varied from poor on the western Plateau to from fair to good in 
the east. 

Where commitments were made on the various species a total of 70 good 
estimates, 37 fair, and 9 poor were tallied. This indicates a generally fair 
to good larder available. 
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