The Mourning Doves are still in the neighborhood though the corn has been plowed
under. The Doves (two pairs at least) have shown signs of nesting activity.
Claude R. Howard Jr. R. D. #2, Binghamton

Chestnut-Collared Longspurs Sighted in Columbia County: On Thursday,
February 14th, 1963 Mr. Henry Thurston of Claverack and Mr. Paul Erlen-
bach of Ghent, New York members of the Alan Devoe Bird Club, were in the field
observing Snow Buntings, Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs. They were on' the
level river plains in the Township of Kinderhook when they saw two Chestnut-
collared Longspurs in winter plumage with a flock of Lapland Longspurs. Mr.
Thurston had previous field experience with the species and had llttle doubt of
what he saw.

Mrs. Donald Rodke, records chairman of the Alan Devoe Bird Club, notified
Dr. E. M. Reilly as soon as possible. However, a week passed before he was able
to get to the area. February 21st was clear (cloud cover about 1/10th) windy
(10-15 mph) and cold (5°-6°F). The snow cover on the open fields was about
10-15 inches deep and crusted. Where the farmers had spread manure on top of
the snow large flocks of the winter field birds had gathered. Thurston, Erlenbach
and Reilly went to the spot where the rarities were first sighted but saw only two
or three Lapland Longspurs with the Horned Larks and Snow Buntings.

Cruising about the large area several large flocks of birds were seen
including one flock which we estimated contained a minimum of 100 Lapland
Longspurs. Since the New York State Museum did not have good specimens of
winter Lapland Longspurs several unsuccessful attempts were made to collect one
or two of these. The wind combined with the bright sun on the snow and’ skittish
birds made proper stalking impossible and the cold prevented waiting. in ‘‘ambush’’
any length of- time.

On one such foray Reilly sighted two Chestnut-collared -Longspurs with a flock
of Laplands. The reddish brown of the shoulders and the prominent white patches
on the tail separated them from the nearby Lapland Longspurs using 7 x 35 coated
optic field glasses at a distance of about 70 yards. When flushed the distinctive
“black triangle on a white wedge’’ tail field mark was observed. Reilly was never
able to get closer than 50-60 yards to the birds, but twice more had good looks at
the species he had never before seen in the field. Thurston and Erlenbach hdd
remained near the car on this occasion. On another trip the following week Reilly
failed to locate the birds. ’

The Chestnut-collared Longspur Calcarius ornatus has been collected only three
times in New York; all on Long Island: September 14, 1891, February 16, 1889 and
April 27, 1923. There is at least one other sight record from the State, but
details are lacking. This high prairie species of Longspur which winters south to
central eastern Mexico, sometimes finds its way to the Atlantic coast in winter and
has been thus recorded from New Brunswick to New Jersey. lts occurrence inland
in New York, even although still in the Hudson River Valley is cpparenfly an even
rarer event.

Henry Thurston, Paul Erlenbach, E. M. Reilly, Jr.

Crow migration observed at Sodus Point, Lakc Ontario: The pallor of a long
winter held its frozen grip on Western New York in early March. Migrants were long
overdue in the Rochester area, but the Crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos) ignored the
weather, and followed their stringent migrational urge by the calendar.

On Februcry 20, their erratic flights signaled the start of the spring mxgrotlon
That Wednesday, opprox:mctely 250 Crows flew east along Lake Ontario via Sodus
Point. From February 20 to May 9 daily counts were made at Sodus Point. The
highest estimates occurred on March 9 & 26, and April 19 when roughly 12-14
thousand birds were counted each date. With a few exceptions, such as March 10
and March 25, when a probable 11,000 birds flew per day, and the ‘exceptions
listed below, only a couple hundred crows or less were-seen per day.

March 2 Approx 6,000 March 18 - ‘Approx 1,000
March 16 Approx 8,000 ‘March-24  Approx 1,000
March 17 Approx 5,000 April = 4 Approx 2,500
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