
On the Reluctance of Bonapartels Culls to Fly under Objects: Gunter 
(Auk, 73 :131-132, 1956) in a general note discusses some observations which 
suggest that "gulls may have some mental occlusion which prevents them 
from seeing through or beyond overhead structures even though there are no 
physical obstructions to a clear view." 

A flock of Laughing Gulls (Larus atricilla) following his boat "acted 
as if they could not see the boat a t  all and, to all intents and purposes, as  if 
i t  had vanished into a solid wall," when the boat passed under the Copano 
Causeway between Aransas Pass and Port Aransas, Texas. 

In view of Gunter's observations the following may be of interest. In the 
New York City region Bonaparte's Gulls (L. philadelphia) are extremely 
uncommon away from the immediate coast. During 1959-60, however, 
this species suddenly appeared on the Hudson River, a s  f a r  north as "the 
city line," in considerable numbers. For the succeeding three winters 
numbers of Bonaparte's Gulls could be found in this area, but not in such 
concentrations as during 1959-60. By 1963-64 numbers diminished greatly 
and only a handful of these birds were in evidence. 

At all times the greatest concentration of birds was in the vicinity of the 
George Washington Bridge (5,000+ on December 13, 1959 is a conservative 
estimate) which connects 178th Street, New York City with For t  Lee, New 
Jersey. The bridge's main span is 3,500 feet  long (which equals the width 
of the river a t  this point). Supporting this span are two steel towers (one 
on each bank of the river). During the four winters, 1959-63, many flocks of 
Bonaparte's Gulls were seen crossing over the bridge, frequently a t  a height 
exceeding that of the supporting towers (which are 593 feet  above the river). 
Minimum clearance over the bridge is 277 feet. On approaching the main 
span and its supporting cables, a flock of gulls would rise to sufficient 
altitude to clear the structure, then descend, once having reached the other 
side. 

Not once was even a single gull seen to cross under the bridge, even 
though there is ample clearance (248 feet) and a clear view of the other 
side. 
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Boreal Owl in Monroe County: On the morning of February 22, 1964 I 
was birding the pines in the west end of Hamlin State Park with two of my 
companions, looking for  owls and winter finches. This is an area of planted 
white pine trees about 30 feet tall that  has in the past decade been a winter 
roosting place for  Long-eared Owls and various other birds of prey. While 
working the south edge of the tract, I glimpsed a bird disappearing into the 
plnes. Expecting a Long-eared Owl, I proceeded after the bird only to 
discover an  owl of Screech Owl size sitting on an  exposed branch about 15 
feet off the ground in a small clearing. The size of the bird, its lack of ear 
tufts  and the white spots on its forehead convinced me I was looking a t  a 
Boreal Owl (Aegolius funerius richardsoni). I watched the bird about three 
minutes until i t  took flight and disappeared into the nearby pines. 

After returning to get my companions Tom Tetlow and A1 Maley, we 
returned to search for  the owl and managed after  some searching to locate 
the bird concealed about 25 feet  up in a grapevine-covered pine just outside 
the clearing. Gentle persuasion failed to dislodge the owl from it., n ~ r r h  
and we found i t  necessary to pull violently on the grapevines to ge t  the bird 
to fly to a more exposed perch about 20 feet  away. There we were able to 
confirm the identification, noting the black rimmed facial mask, the square 
head shape, large white spots on the back and a light horn colored (not yellow) 
bill. 

As we were leaving the area we met Dick O'Hara and Howard Miller so 
we returned and located the bird for  them. 

The following Saturday, Feb. 29, the owl was located in the same vine- 
covered tree and was seen by many people - Mr. and Mrs. Leon Atkinson, 
A1 Starling, Walt Listman, Bob McKinney, Allen Kemnitzer and Steve Taylor. 
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