
cation is desirable, photographs may be preferable. Specimens can be, and 
frequently have been, lost. Once a recognizable photograph has been pub- 
lished, however, it becomes a matter of public record. 

Peter W .  Post, 575 W e s t  183 Strcet, N e w  k'orh 10033 

1965 EOREAL O W L  RECORD 

-Photo by Allen E. Kemlnitzer 

On February 23, 1965, Richard O'Hara and I olxerved a Boreal Owl 
(Aegolius funereus) perched in a huge tangle of wild grapevines located 
near the southern edge of the Lake Shore Golf Club. When first dis- 
covered, the owl was less than ten feet from the ground on the south side of 
the tangle, and in good light, only partly concealed by vines. It was possible 
to get an excellent close-up view of the Boreal Owl, revealing all the 
important field marks: the cmall size, the distinctive black facial framing, 
the white-spotted forehead, and the light-colored bill (see accompanying 
photograph). 

This occurrence marks the second consecutive year that this species 
has been reported in Monroe County. Last year's Boreal Owl was first 
discovered on February 22, 1964, in Hamlin State Park, and observed 
for the last time, in the same location, a week later (Kingbird, 14(2) :91-92, 
May 1964). 

More than ten persons viewed this year's Boreal Owl at close range 
during the three-day period it was recorded. It was never seen to fly or 
move about, although its perching spot in the grapevine tangle varied from 
day to day. Throughout this time the owl exhibited its characteristic lack 
of fear of human beings, showed no alarm, and often closed its eyes in the 
presence of observers and photographers moving about less than six feet 
away. 



This rare northern visitor was last seen late in the afternoon of February 
26, during a heavy wind and snowstorm. The followl~lg morning, Saturday, 
brought out many birders but the owl had left the tangle. A thorough 
search of the surrounding area failed to turn up any further trace of the 
Boreal Owl. 

Allen E. Kemytitzer, 969 Five Mile Road, Webster 14580 

Ed. Note: This latcst record and photograph of a Boreal Owl in New 
York State was received after the preceding article had been set in type. 

The Kingbird is a publication of The Federation of New York State Bird Clubs, 

Inc., which has been organized to further the study of bird life and to disseminate 

knowledge thereof, to educate the public in the need of conserving natural 

resources and to encourage the establishment and maintenance of sanctuaries and 

protected areas. Individual member's dues are $3.00 annually, of which $2.75 is 

for a subscriptio'n to the Kingbird. A member wishing to make an additional contri- 

bution may become a Sustaining Member ($5) a Supporting Member ($10) or a 

Life Member ($100-"payable over a four-year period in equal installments until 

the full amount is  paid", i f  member so desires.) For all classes of membership 

contact the treasurer, Kenneth B. Niven, 6 1 Broadway, Monticello. 

THE KINGBIRD is published four times a year (January, May, July and October) 
by the Federation of New York State Bird Clubs, Inc. Publication office is 
419 Triphammer Rd., Ithaca, N. Y. lndividual membership in the Federation is 
$3.00 per year as of Jan. 1, 1962, of which $2.75 is for a subscription to the 
Kingbird. Single copies: $1.00. 

APPLICATION for membership should be sent to the chairman of the member- 
ship committee, Alfred A. Starling, 75 Brooklawn Drive, Rochester 1461 8. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS is handled by the Treasurer, Kenneth D. Niven, 61 
Broadway, Monticello. EXCHANGES, BACK COPIES, and REPLACEMENT OF 
DAMAGED COPIES by Walter L. Gillespie, Biology Department, Wells College, 
Aurora, N. Y. 13026. 

Second class postage paid at Ithaca, N. Y. 

The Kingbird 


