Wheatear at Van Cortlandt Park, New York City: At about 12.30 P.M. on June 8,
1968 near the Parade Ground in Van Cortlandt Park, we spotted a bird slightly
smaller than a Hermit Thrust on the ground approximately 30 feet in front of us.
As it moved constantly about in an open area with sparse tufts of grass, we could
see little of it except the gray head with a black mask running through the eyes
straight to the bill, lined with white above. It vaguely suggested a shrike—but the
bill was short and pointed. As we moved closer, the bird hopped up a small incline,
occasionally flashing white in its tail. When it emerged onto an open roadway, we
could see that the back was dark blue-gray, the wings quite dark, almost black, the
breast washed with creamy buff, the legs dark. We checked the legs for a band, in
case it might be an escapee; there was no band. Despite the nervous twitching and
wagging of its tail, the bird not only stayed on the roadway for most of five min-
utes, but also allowed us to approach fairly close to it along the road. Although one
of us had seen Wheatears (Oenanthe oenanthe) several times in this full plumage in
Europe, it did not occur to us that this bird was a Wheatear until it finally flew up
into some nearby shrubbery, clearly showing us the black and white “inverted T”
pattern on the tail. Shortly afterwards it disappeared and we were unable to find it
again.

Ogden Goelet, Jr., 140 East 92nd Street, New York, N.Y. 10028

Susan Koelle, 157 East 81st Street, New York, N.Y. 10028

ED. NOTE: This is the eighth appearance of this species in the Marine Region. Two
other records were also in the spring—May 13, 1956 at Orient and June 3, 1941 at
Moriches Inlet (John Bull, Birds of the New York Area). Of interest is another
Wheatear reported in nearby Connecticut this May (see future issue of Audubon
Field Notes for details). T. Davis

Unusual Concentration of Singing Slate-colored Juncos near Owego: On July 17,
1968 Mildred White and I observed an interesting number of singing Slate-colored
Juncos (Junco hyemalis) in the Frost Hollow area near Owego. On four trips to this
area, we found eight singing birds in a distance of about 2 miles. At one stop we had
two very disturbed birds and one with food in its bill. Elevations range from 1000’
to 1250°. In addition, on the cross road, about a quarter mile to the south we saw
another junco that was tail-fanning, but found no other near. Along about one and
a half miles of the northern section of this cross road we found four more singing
birds. Elevations there are 1250’ to 1350’. Hemlock is the predominant tree along
both roads. Juncos regularly nest at these higher elevations, but we have not previ-
ously noted such a concentration in this area.

Ruth Williams, P.O. Box 382, Owego, N.Y. 13827

Apparent Recognition of Danger by Evening Grosbeaks: On July 17, 1967, I
caught in a 2-cell Potter trap, and banded, two adult male Evening Grosbeaks
(Hesperiphona vespertina) at the window feeder of Dora Burnett in Old Forge, New
York. They were in the trap perhaps 15 minutes before being liberated.

A week later I set the trap in the same position, hoping to catch the four young
that were reported there the day before, or a third unbanded male in the area. (Fe-
males had been seen ecarlier, but were not coming to the feeder with the young.)
The males flew to the feeder from the near-by tree in which they usually perched,
but refused to land. When a young one flew toward the trap, a male intercepted it
and drove it to the ground, refusing to let it come to the feeder. Both birds then fed
on the ground.

This behavior was repeated on July 27th, neither of the two banded males land-
ing on the feeder, although they fed freely beneath it, and no young being allowed
to land. A third, unbanded male was trapped successfully. All of these birds had
been in the habit of eating at the feeder, rather than on the ground, so it would
seem that the trap was recognized now as a danger.
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