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NEW YORK STATE WATERFOWL COUNT, JANUARY 1974 
DAVID B. PEAKALL 

The annual waterfowl census was held 14-22 January. An aerial count 
was made by the New York Department of Environment Conservation 
during the same period. Both counts are given complete, but a com- 
parison of those species with a thousand or more individuals is of 
interest. This comparison is as follows: 



Canada Goose 
Brant 
Mallard 
Black 
Wigeon 
Redhead 
Canvasback 
Scaup 
Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Oldsquaw 
Scoter (all spp) 
Merganser ( all spp ) 
Total (11 spp) 

Upstate Long Island 
Aerial Ground Aerial Ground 

As last year it was found that ground counts were better Upstate than 
aerial counts. Aerials gave better figures for brant as they did last year) 
and for mergansers on Long Island. The data suggests that the Depart- 
ment of Environmental Conservation could leave the Upstate counts 
to the Federation and concentrate solely on the offshore counts. 

Comparison with last year's count shows a marked decrease of Canada 
Geese (mainly due to lower counts in Region 3), Goldeneye, Scoter, 
and somewhat lower counts of Mallards and Blacks, while Redhead 
numbers increased. Overall the ground count decreased from 265,000 
to 229,100, and the aerial count from 167,100 to 158,800. 

I could like to thank all persons that took part in the census. The 
regional organizers were: 

Region 1 Region 6 
Dr. Alan M. Reckhew Robert C. Walker, Jr. 

Region 2 Region 7 
Walter Listman John M. C. Peterson 

Region 3 
Dr. James Tate 

Region 8 
Guy Bartlett 

Region 4 Region 9 
Les E. Bemont Edward D. Treacy 

Region 5 Region 10 
Dr. Fritz G. Scheider Stephen B. Dempsey 

Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, N.Y. 
14850 



GROUND SURVEY 

Species 1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8 9 10 Total 

Common Loon .................. 1 1 67 69 

Red-throated Loon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Loon (spp) 

Horned Grebe ................... 
Pied-billed Grebe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mute Swan ...................... 
Whistling Swan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Canada Goose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

l- 
I- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  o Brant 

Snow Goose ..................... 
Mallard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Black Duck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Mallard x Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Gadwall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Pintail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Green-winged Teal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Blue-winged Teal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
American Widgeon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shoveler 





AERIAL SURVEY 

Mute Swan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Whistling Swan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Canada Goose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Brant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Snow Goose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Mallard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Green-winged Teal . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
American Wigeon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Redhead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Canvasback . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Scaup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Common Goldeneye . . . . . . . . . . . . 
BuHehead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oldsquaw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Scoter (spp)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ruddy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Merganser ( spp ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Coot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Unidentified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Ontario Lake Central Hudson 
Champlain St. Lawrence Ontario Lakes Valley 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2367 7060 

Long 
Island 

54 1 

Total 

550 

1 

4324 

21436 

77 

11 1-29 

24978 

120 

44 1 

5655 

6703 

61784 

8036 

738 

65 1 

9686 

40 

2 1128 

369 

150 


