1974 FEDERATION STATEWIDE SPRING MIGRATION COUNT

GORDON M. MEADE, MD. ana THOMAS H DAVIS

Between May 11 and 19, 1974 eighteen member clubs of the Fed-
eration and groups of individuals conducted spring migration peak
counts and submitted their results for this compilation. This was the
first of what is hoped will become an annual event. It can provide
not only fun for the participants but valuable information about the
distribution and occurrence of resident and transient species in New
York state.

Minimal rules were set up for this first count. Counting groups
were free to choose a date that suited them best, to cover whatever
territory in a 24 hour period they wished but to submit supporting
details on unusual observations.

As the table that follows shows, 249 species and one hybrid were
tallied. The extraordinarily late Tree Sparrows were thoroughly doc-
umented on the same count which reported a Fox Sparrow without
any supporting details—it is therefore not included. The Black Rail at
Oak Beach Marsh responded to a cassette tape recorder playback of
its own protest calls and approached to within 5 feet of the observers!

There is no question that this total does not include all the species
which were or might have been present in the state during the count
period.

“Missed” breeding species were Spruce Grouse, Gray Partridge,
American Oystercatcher, Barn Owl, Short-eared Owl, Saw-whet Owl,
Black-backed 3-toed Woodpecker, Northemn 3-toed Woodpecker,
Gray Jay, Common Raven, Boreal Chickadee and Short-billed Marsh
Wren. Cause for concern is the “almost missed” status of the Logger-
head Shrike with only a single bird seen in the entire state! What is
happening to this species? Several other species were seen on only
one or two counts but these mostly were species whose range is
quite restricted or specialized at all times, e.g. Willet, Red Knot,
Little Gull, etc.

“Missed migrants” were Greater Shearwater, Sooty Shearwater,
Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, Gannet, Black Scoter, Whimbrel, Red Phala-
rope, Northern Phalarope, Pomarine Jaeger, Parasitic Jaeger, Yellow-
throated Warbler.

“Missed, possible rarities’” were such species as Buff-breasted
Sandpiper, Gull-billed Tern, Chuck-wills-widow, Blue Grosbeak and
several others.
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An Adirondacks “Big Day” covering the Madawaska black spruce
bog area near Paul Smith’s and “Ferd’s” Bog near Eagle Bay could
have added 5 or 6 breeding species, and a pelagic “Big Day” off
Montauk might have secured 6 to 8 more species.

The total of “missed” breeders and migrants is 23 which brings
the number of species possibly occurring during the spring peak to
272. If we permit ourselves a bit of license and assume that there
may have been at least 3 “possible rarities” somewhere in the state
we arrive at 275 species as a total. This is 67% of the total number of
species (410) recorded for New York state (according to Bull—
1974). :

In 1975 the dates for the statewide spring count will be the period
between May 10th and 25th, inclusive. All member clubs are urged
to participate this year and to submit their results to Ms. Cheryl
Boise, Granville Hill Road, Sherburne, N.Y. 13460 with a copy to
Thomas Davis, 9446 85th Road, Woodhaven, N.Y. 11421.

27 Mill Valley Road ' 9446 85th Road
Pittsford, N.Y. 14534 Woodhaven, N.Y. 11421
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Pileated Woodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Red-headed Woodpecker
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
White-winged Crossbill 0 1 * 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Rufous-sided Towhee * 265 * 11+ * * 3 * 4 *
Savannah Sparrow * 45 * 4+ * * 0 * 0 *
Grasshopper Sparrow 0 4 * * * * 0 * 0 *
Henslow’s Sparrow * 2 * 0 * * 0 0 0 *
Sharp-tailed Sparrow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Seaside Sparrow 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Vesper Sparrow * 32 * 3 * 0 2 * 1 *
Dark-eyed Junco 0 40 * * i * 10 * 2 *
Tree Sparrow 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Chipping Sparrow * 527 * 42+ % * 12 * 30 *
Field Sparrow * 212 * 54+ % * 9 * 4 *
White-crowned Sparrow * 86 * 5+ * * 7 * 12 0
White-throated Sparrow * 41 * * * * 17 * 15 *
Lincoln’s Sparrow 0 0 * 0 0 0 0 0 0 *
Swamp Sparrow * 16 * 7 * * 0 * 0 *
Song Sparrow * 893 * 147+ % * 11 * 17 *
Total No. of Species 125 154 192 149 184 137 76 130 98 155

* Reported but no numbers given
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