
NEW YORK STATE WATERFOWL COUNT, JANUARY 1976 

The 1976 Federation Waterfowl Count was held from January 10 
to January 18, 1976, inclusive. All ten regions were covered. The 
weather before and during the first weekend of the count period 
was very cold. As a result, many lakes and most smaller bodies of 
water were completely frozen over. However, the weather moderated 
slightly after the first weekend. Depending on the day or days 
covered, remarks from cooperators ranged from "lowest count we 
have had in the twenty-two years that the Waterfowl Count has been 
conducted," to "with a little perseverance, everyone helped make 
this the best count on record." The total count was 200,512 indi- 
viduals, or a reduction of 1 1,2% from 19 7 5. 

The aerial count by the Department of Environmental Conserva- 
tion conducted between January 5-19, 1976, yielded a total of 
158,278 birds, a reduction of 13.4% from 1975. Even though the 
aerial count is considerably below the Federation figure, the per- 
centage decline in both counts is remarkably similar. In both counts 
the low scaup total is the most important single species accounting 
for this decline from the 1975 results. 

A direct comparison of the most abundant species, by ground 
count and aerial survey, is given below. 

Canada Goose 
Brant 
Mallard 
Black Duck 
Am. Wigeon 
Redhead 
Canvasback 
Scaups (both) 
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0 
5,190 

28,g 10 
2,505 
2,246 
1,670 
2,845 
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GROUND SURVEY -JANUARY 1976 
FEDERATION OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS 

1 - 
Common Loon 1 
Red-throated Loon 
Loon (sp?) 
Red-necked Grebe 
Homed Grebe 6 
Pied-billed Grebe 4 
Great Cormorant 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Mute Swan 
Whistling Swan 
Canada Goose 17 
Brant 
Snow Goose 
"Blue Goose" 
Mallard 1,623 
Black Duck 444 
Mallard x Black Duck 
Gadwall 97 
Pint ail 6 
Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
European Wigeon 
American Wigeon 81 
No. Shoveler 
Wood Duck 2 
Redhead 236 
Ring-necked Duck 2 
Canvasback 3,822 
Scaup (both species) 1,914 
Common Goldeneye 5,532 
Bufflehead 325 
Oldsquaw 1,345 
Harlequin Duck 
Common Eider 
King Eider 
Eider (sp?) 
White-winged Scoter 26 
Surf Scoter 
Black Scoter 2 
Scoter (sp?) 
Ruddy Duck 
Hooded Merganser 6 
Common Merganser 6,549 
Red-breasted Merganser 45 
Duck (sp?) 
Am. Coot 27 
TOTALS 22,122 
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GROUND SURVEY -JANUARY 1976 
FEDERATION OF NEW YORK STATE BIRD CLUBS 

SUMMER, 1977 

Total - 
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1 5,265 

35 
678 
283 
252 

5 
2 

3,207 
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AERIAL SURVEY -JANUARY 1976 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

Upstate Long Island Totals 

Mute Swan 
Whistling Swan 
Canada Goose 
Brant 
Mallard 
Black Duck 
Pintail 

, No. Shoveler 
American Wigeon 
Redhead 
Canvasback 
Scaup (both species) 
Common Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Oldsquaw 
Scoters (all three) 
Ruddy Duck 
Mergansers (all three) 
Am. Coot 

Totals 60,886 97,907 158,793 

I would like to thank all cooperators, particularly the regional or- 
ganizers. 
Region 1 - Dr. Alan H. Reckhow Region 6 - Robert C. Walker 

2 - Walter Listman 7 -John Peterson 
3 - Paul J. DuBowy .8 - Paul Grattan 
4 - Leslie E. Bemont 9 - Edward D. Treacy 
5 - Dr. Fritz G. Scheider 10 - Stephen B. Dempsey 

Walton B. Sabin, 652 Kenwood Avenue, Slingerlands, N. Y. 121 59 
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