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THE NEW YOR K STATE WATERFOWL COUNT - 

A QUARTER CENTURY REPORT 

Since 1955, the Federation has conducted a January ground sur- 
vey of waterfowl. This count shares the many shortcomings of the 
National Audubon Christmas Bird Counts. It is "unscientific," loosely 
controIled, and largely an amateur effort. Quality of observers is 
maintained only by the regional organizers' knowledge of their 
people. Quantity is limited by weather and interest. Observers can 
count anywhere they please. 

The limitations are also strengths. Observers are skilled and dedi- 
cated, and their subjects lend themselves well to  a limited effort. Sig- 
nificant numbers of waterfowl are found only in the same well- 
known, predictable places, year after year. 

The count was originally intended to supplement the official aerial 
count of the New York State Department of Environmental Conser- 
vation. The DEC made little or no use of the Federation information, 
but the count kept going, surviving a five-year break from 1968 
through 1972. In the spring of 1980, the Federation's Executive 
Committee was asked if the count should be abolished, but opinion 
was unanimous for keeping it. Paul DeBenedictis expressed his pro- 
fessional view, saying, "I would be reluctant to  abandon any effort 
that had produced 25 years of data." 

Table I shows total statewide numbers only, with no separate tabu- 
lation by region. There are few surprises. Most of the waterfowl 
species show the expected normal fluctuations in population, which 
can be misleading in annual comparison but show no particular long- 
term trends. For those species whose status is changing, the numbers 
tend to support the general impressions of experienced field observ- 
ers and the comments of Seasonal Highlights and Regional Editors 
in The Kingbird. 

The decline of the Horned Grebe (Fig. I), however, may well be 
classified as a surprise. Its reduction has been gradual and not easily 
detected from year to year. If this species does not continue its re- 
cent small recovery, it may be time for concern. 

The Canvasback's (Fig. 2) decline has been arrested and it is show- 
ing signs of recovery. 

The increase of the Mallard (Fig. 3 ) ,  and fears of its genetic swamp- 
ing of the declining Black Duck (Fig. 4) have been well documented, 
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TABLE I 
1956 1957 1958 --- 

98 70 185 
34 40 58 

3 3 26 
1,692 1,019 1,704 

Common L ~ o n  
Red-throated Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Western Grebe 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Great Cormorant 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Mute Swan 
Whistling Swan 
Canada Goose 
Brant 
White-fronted Goose 
Snow Goose 
Mallard 
Black Duck 
Mallard x Black 
Gadwall 
Pintail 
Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
Cinnamon Teal 
European Wigeon 
American Wigeon 
Northern Shoveler 
Wood Duck 
Red head 
Ring-necked Duck 
Canvasback 
Scaup, sp. all 
Tufted Duck 
Common Goldeneye 
Barrow's Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Oldsquaw 
Harlequin Duck 
Common Eider 
King Eider I 

White-winged Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
Black Scoter 
Scoter, sp. 
Ruddy Duck 
Hooded Merganser 
Smew 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Duck, sp. 
Common Gallinule 
American Coot 
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Common Loon 
Red-throated Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Western Grebe 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Great Cormorant 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Mute Swan 
Whistling Swan 
Canada Goose 
Brant 
White-fronted Goose 
Snow Goose 
Mallard 
Black Duck 
Mallard x Black 
Gadwall 
Pint ail 
Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
Cinnamon Teal 
European Wigeon 
American Wigeon 
Northern Shoveler 
Wood Duck 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Canvasback 
Scaup, sp. all 
Tufted Duck 
Common Goldeneye 
Barrow's Goldeneye 
B ufflehead 
Oldsquaw 
Harlequin Duck 
Common Eider 
King Eider 
White-winged Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
Black Scoter 
Scoter, sp. 
Ruddy Duck 
Hooded Merganser 
Smew 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Duck, sp. 
Common Gallinule 
American Coot 
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TABLE I 
1975 1976 1977 - - -  

222 9 1 102 
4 3 80 6 

3 1 2 
75 6 42 3 265 

Common Loon 
Red-throated Loon 
,Red-necked Gre5e 
Horned Grebe 
Western Grebe 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Great Cormorant 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Mute Swan 
Whistling Swan 
Canada Goose 
Brant 
White-fronted Goose 
Snow Goose 
Mallard 
Black Duck 
Mallard x Black 
Gadwall 
Pintail 
Green-winged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
Cinnamon Teal 
European Wigeon 
American Wigeon 
Northern Shoveler 
Wood Duck 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Canvasback 
Scaup, sp. all 
Tufted Duck 
Common Goldeneye 
Barrow's Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Oldsquaw 
Harlequin Duck 
Common Eider 
King Eider 
White-winged Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
Black Scoter 
Scoter, sp. 
Ruddy Duck 
Iboded Merganser 
Smew 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Duck, sp. 
Common Gallinule 
American Coot 
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Fig.  1 

Fig .  3 



Fig.  4 



G e e /  Fig .  7 

but the Black Duck does not appear to be declining as rapidly as 
feared. 

The explosion in overwintering Canada Geese (Fig. 5), caused by 
changes in agricultural methods and increased use of refuges, is part 
of a continent wide trend. 

The Gadwall (Fig. 6) and Bufflehead (Fig. 7 )  continue to increase, 
while the Oldsquaw has declined and leveled off. 
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