NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

Unusual Plumage Coloration of a Rufous-sided Towhee: On 15 May 1982,
while operating the Fire Island Research Station, in Islip Township, Suffolk Co.,
I netted a previously banded Rufous-sided Towhee with unusual plumage color-
ation. This bird was mottled brown and black, and my first impression was that
it was a young molting bird. When I checked the band number, 901-31889, I
discovered that I had banded the bird on 17 May 1981 at the same location. At
that time I had made a note that the bird was black and brown and had brown
eyes and had reported it as a second-year male.

The description of the bird is as follows: the head, back, throat and upper
breast, instead of being solid black, were black mottled with brown. The primar-
ies and primary coverts were black but the rest of the wing was mottled with
brown. The tail feathers were black with brown in the outer webs. There was
more brown on the left side of the bird than on the right. The eyes were red. The
pied coloration was présent only on the portions of the bird that are solid black
in a normal male towhee. Other coloration and characteristics were normal.

This bird is very likely a resident in the area of the Fire Island Research Sta-
tion and further observations on any changes in its plumage may be possible
in succeeding years.
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White Ibis Observed on Lake Champlain in Clinton County: An immature
White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) was observed by a number of field observers at the
mouth of the north branch of the Ausable River, Ausable Point Campsite (Town
of Peru, Clinton County), on 12, 14 and 15 September 1982.

It was first spotted by Dr. C. Leon Harris (a biologist at SUNY, Plattsburgh)
and his wife Mary Jane on 12 September 1982. It was a warm . September after-
noon with excellent visibility. The bird was first observed resting among some
gulls on a sand bar between the north and south branches of the Ausable River.
It was observed by both Dr. and Mrs. Harris through 8 x20 custom-compact
binoculars. As they moved toward the resting area, the ibis flew to a small pool
of impounded water and began to feed. They were able to come within 20
meters of the bird before it flew. On 14 September Dr. H. Klein of SUNY Platts-
burgh’s Biology Department observed the bird in the same general vicinity. Ac-
cording to his report, visibility was excellent in midafternoon. The bird was
feeding about 100 meters distant. Dr. Klein was using a Bausch and Lomb Zoom-
scope (15x - 60x). He particularly noticed the flesh colored decurved beak and
the white underparts.

On 15 September, I took my field ornithology class to the site at 7 a.m. It
was dull, overcast, and cool, and it rained off and on, hard at times. The bird
was observed for nearly two hours by myself and eleven students. We had 7 x
35 and 7 x 50 binoculars and a Bausch and Lomb spotting scope with a 30x
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