
Bald Eagle captures Ring-billed Gull: On 2 April 1989 I was watching 
two adult Bald Eagles through a 30x Bausch & Lomb spotting scope 
from my home. Temperatures were in the 30's. The weather was sunny 
and beautiful. Ice covered Raquette Pond and Tupper Lake marsh but 
the Raquette River channel was open. I saw one of the eagles chasing a 
Ring-billed Gull. They flew in many swoops and turns with the eagle in 
hot pursuit and the gull in full flight. The first eagle gave up the case 
and the second eagle took over. Again there were many aerial 
maneuvers as the gull tried to escape. The second eagle finally forced the 
gull down into the open water but was unable to get it out of the water. 
Suddenly a third eagle, a dark immature, appeared. It dove on the gull, 
pulled it from the water and consumed the prey on the ice shelf. There 
was no attempt by the two adult eagles to retrieve the prey, even though 
they sat on the ice near the feeding immature. In the past fifteen years I 
have seen eagles pursue ducks, and once I watched as a Bald Eagle dove 
repeatedly on an injured diving duck, but each time the eagle neared the 
duck, the duck submerged. This is the first time I have seen a Bald Eagle 
take live prey, but it took three of them to succeed. 
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Black-capped Petrel in Horseheads, NY. One does not expect to 
encounter extremely rare birds while attending an evening choir 
rehearsal. However, on Monday, 25 Sep 1989, I was waiting for the start 
of a choral group rehearsal at Elmira College, when another member of 
the group, Neva Kelly, approached me with a plastic shopping bag 
containing an unidentified bird. The bird had been discovered by 
members of Neva's fifth grade class outside Ridge Road School in 
Horseheads that morning. When she opened the bag, I realized 
immediately that I was looking at a first record for Chemung County. 
The tubenose beak placed it in the order Procellariiformes. I had never 
seen any procellariiform species mentioned on our county lists. I went 
to my car to get my copy of The Audubon Society Master Guide to Birding, 
Vol. 1, pp. 56-57 (Farrand, J., Jr., ed., 1983. Alfred A. Knopf, New York), 
which helped us decide that the bird probably was a Black-capped 
Petrel. 

DESCRIPTION: Size and shape: The bird was 36 cm from tip of 
beak to tip of tail. The tail, however, was so worn that it appeared 
to be notched. The wings were long and pointed. The beak was 
heavy and somewhat hooked. The nostrils were tubular. Color 
and pattern: The beak was black. The cap, nape, eye patch, upper 
parts, and upper rump were all black-brown. The underparts, the 
sides of the rump, and most of the upper side of the tail were 


