
TANAGERS-WEAVERS: Dickcissel: male Taughannock Falls SP 19 Jan, (DN, 
NYSARC); also one at a Geneva feeder during January but no details available. 
Field Sparrow: singles ACBC, Ithaca during count period. Fox Sparrow: one 26 
Feb Ithaca HHR (Confer). Red Crossbill: female Elmira 12 Jan only report. Pine 
Siskin: intro; abundant throughout Region all season. 
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REGION 4 - SESQUEHANNA 

[There is no Region 4 report because there is no editor for Region 4.1 

REGION 5 - ONEIDA LAKE BASIN 

The early part of the 1989-90 winter season broke all kinds of weather 
records. We were in a deep freeze and birders witnessed the coldest and 
snowiest December on record. The average temperature at Syracuse 
was 14.7" surpassing the old record of 17.8" set in 1917 and 13.6" below 
the monthly average. With daily temperatures averaging 13.3" below 
normal, Oneida L was completely frozen over by 13 Dec, the first time 
since 1933. The month also set a record for most days (26) with a high at 
or below 32°F and tied the record for most days (6) with a low at or 
below zero. The first day with any warmth was the last day of 
December when the thermometer soared to 45". At the end of 
December, 64.6 inches of snow had fallen for the month, surpassing the 
old record of 52.5 inches set twenty years earlier. Seasonal snowfall at 
the end of December was 77.5 inches, exceeding the previous October to 
December record of 71.5 inches set in 1944. In contrast, the monthly 
average temperature for January and February was 7.7" above normal, 
melting most of the seasonal snowfall by mid January. Only two 
significant snowfalls occurred for the remainder of the season to remind 
us that winter was here. A total of 10.4 inches fell on 28 and 29 Jan. and 
14 inches on the last six days of February. An interesting fact about 
December's snowfall was that only 1 inch of precipitation had fallen by 
27 Dec, making it very easy to shovel. Afterwards the amount of 
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