
NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 

Barred Owl feeds on frog in November: While traveling to see a Northern 
Hawk Owl at Fort Edward on 23 November 1991, Peter Feinberg retrieved 
a dead Barred Owl from 12 feet up in a tree along the side of Route 197 
west of Fort Edward. The bird was presented to the author, to be added to 
the Columbia-Greene Community College study skin collection. The owl 
was an adult female with no physical injuries noted; its cause of death is 
therefore unknown. While preparing the specimen I discovered that the the 
bird was well fed, had heavy deposits of fat, and the stomach contents 
included a frog. Although the species of the frog was not determined, it had 
the appearance of one of the mid-sized (3 inch) members of the genus Rana; 
most likely it was a Green Frog (R. clamitans), a Pickerel Frog (R. palustris) 
or perhaps a Northern Leopard Frog (R. pipiens). This is rather a late date 
for an amphibian to be active. It is well known that many birds include 
amphibians in their diets (D.A. Ross. 1989. Amphibians and reptiles in the 
diets of North American Raptors. Wisconsin Endangered Resources Report 59. 
Wis. Dept. Nat. Res., Madison, WI.; and W. E. Cook 1987. Amphibians and 
birds. pp 1-15 in Amphibians and reptiles: predators and prey. Smithsonian 
Herpetological Informational Service No. 73. Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, DC.) but in our area frogs are generally not out after mid 
October. The warm fall of 1991 was indeed unusual, however, and other 
amphibians were noted as late as the local Christmas bird counts. For a 
delightful commentary on amphibian-bird predator-prey relationships, see 
T. Rich (1992. Ribbiting drama. Birder's World 6(1):40-43). 
William E. Cook, Columbia-Greene Community College, P.O. Box 1000, 
Hudson, New York 12534. 

Merlin wintering in a Syracuse park: On 8 March 1991, Mairead Connor 
was walking in Onondaga Park, on the west side of Syracuse, New York. 
She discovered a Merlin sitting on the tip of a spruce tree on the south edge 
of the park. It appeared to be a large, brown female. Later, a second, smaller 
and grayer bird flew in and the pair went to roost in a nearby grove of 
spruce trees. Connor and several other birders followed the pair until 12 
April. They were not found after that date. On 5 September 1992, Connor 
saw a small male falcon fly into the park and land on the same spruce. 
Connor saw the bird daily until she moved from the vicinity 13 September. 
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No one followed the bird until 14 February, when Andrew Leahy checked 
and found the pair in the same area. They were still present on 3 March. The 
female came to the park from the direction of the city center just before dusk 
and perched at the tip of the spruce, which has several dead branches. The 
male usually circled the female when he appeared and sometimes was able 
to gain that preferred perch. If not, he perched on a telephone pole a few feet 
away. They sometimes were still present when it became too dark to see, but 
occasionally they have been seen going into the grove of spruce for the 
night. Onondaga Park is an active city park with joggers, dog-walkers, 
baseball games and various other activities. Nothing seemed to bother this 
pair of falcons. 

Merlin is rarely seen in New York in the winter, and a pair roosting in a 
city park for two successive years has not been documented previously. 

Dorothy Crumb, 3983 Gates Road, Jamesville, New York, 13078 

[Color slides of the female Merlin which substantiate this record were submitted 
with this note, but they proved unsuitable for publication. - The Editor.] 
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